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CHAPTER IV. 

CONTINUED. 

On the Gtb of Jane, the day after oar voyagen left 
Ulietea, thej saw land, which they found to be a low 
reef island, about four leaeues in compass, and of a 
circular form. This was Howe Island, which had 
been discovered by Captain Wallis. Nothing remark- 
able occurred from this day to the 16th, when land was 
again seen. It was another reef island ; and being a 
new discovery, Captain Cook gave it the name of Pal- 
merston Island, in honour of Lord Palmerston. On 
the 20th, fresh land appeared, which was perceived to 
be inhabited. This induced our commander to go on 
shore with a party of gentlemen ; but the natives were 
found to be fierce and untractable. All endeavours to 
bring them to a parley were to no purpose ; for they 
came on with the ferocity of wild boars, and instantly 
threw their darts. Two or three muskets discharged 
in the air did not prevent one of them from advancing 
still farther, and throwing another dart, or rather 
a spear, which passed close over Captain Cook*B 
■hoolder. The courage at this man had nearly cost 
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him his life. When he threw his tpear, he wsg not 
five paces from the captain, who had resolved to shoot 
him for his own preservation. It happened, however, 
that his musket missed fire : a circumstance on which 
he afterward reflected with pleasure. When he join- 
ed his party, and tried his musket in the air it went off 
Eerfectly well. This island, from the disposition and be- 
aviour of the natives, with whom no intercourse could 
be established, and from whom no benefit could be re- 
ceived, was galled by our commander Savage Island. 
It is about eleven leagues in circuit ; is of a round form 
and good height; and has deep waters close to ita 
shores. Among its other cKsadvantages, it is not fiir- 
nished with a harbour. 

In pursiiing his course to the wett-eouth-west, Cap- 
tain Cook passed by a number of small islands, and, 
on the 36th, anchored on the north side c^ Anamocka, 
or Rotterdam. A traffic immediately commenced with 
the natives, who brought what provisions they had, 
being chiefly yams and shaddocks, which they ex- 
changed for nails, beads, and other small articles. 
Here, as in many former cases, the captain was put to 
some trouble, on account of the thievish disposition 
of the inhabitants. As they had gotten possession of 
an adze and two muskets, he found it necessary to 
exert himself with peculiar vigour, in order to ouige 
them to make restitution. For this purpolfe, he con»* 
manded all the marines to be armed, and sent on shore ; 
and the result of this measure was, that the things 
which had been stolen were restored. In the contest. 
Captain Cook was under the necessity of firinff some 
small shot at a native, who had distinguished himself 
by his resistance. His countrymen afterwards report- 
ed that he was dead ; but he was only wounded, |ad 
that not in a dangerous manner. Though his suffering 
were the eflects of his own misbehaviour, the captain 
endeavoured to soften them, by making him a present, 
and directing his wounds to be dreued by the smi^eon 
of the ship. 

The first time that our commander landed at Ana- 
mocka, an old lady presented him with a girl, and 
gave him to understand, that she was at his aenrice. 
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MiM, wbo had pravioosly been iiwtnicted, wasted ■ 
•pike-nail, or a rniit, neither of which he had to gire 
Mr : and he flattered himself, that, by making the two 
women aenaible of hit poverty, he ahould eaaily fet 
elear of their impoftnnitiea. In thia, however, he was 
■uflitaken. The laToun of the young lady were oflRnred 
npon credit; and <mi his declining the propoml, the 
old woman began to argoe with him ana then to 
abuse him. As fiur as he could collect from hM* coan- 
teaance and her actons, the design of her speech was 
both to ridicule and reproach him, for refusing to en- 
tertain so fine a young woman. Indeed, the girl was 
by DO meuis destitute of beautv; but Captain Cook 
found it more easy to withstand her allurements than 
the abuses of the ancient matron, and therefore hasten- 
ed into his boat. 

While the captain was on shore at Anamocka, he 
got the names of twenty islands, which lie between the 
north-west and north-east. Some of them were in 
tight ; and two of them, which are most to the west, 
are remarkable on account of their great height These 
are Amattafoa and Oghao. From a continual column 
of smoke which was seen daily ascending from the 
middle of Amattafoa, it was judged that there wat a 
volcano in that island. 

Anamocka wat first discovered hj Tasman, and by 
him was named Rotterdam. It is of a triangular form, 
and each side extends about three and a half or four 
miles. From the north-west to the south of the island, 
round by the east and north, it it encompassed by a 
number of small isles, sand-banks, and breakers. An 
end could not be seen to their extent to the north, and 
they may possibly reach as far to the south as Amster- 
dvn, or Tongataboo. Together with Middleburg, or 
Eaoowe, and Piisait, these form a group, containing 
about three degrees of latitude, and two of longitude. 
To (his group Captain Cook had given the name of 
the Friendly Isles, or Archipelago, from the firm al- 
liance and /riendship which seemed to subsist aiv>ng 
their inhabitants, and from their courteous behaviour 
to strangers. The same group may perhaps be ex- 
tended much farther, even down to Boscawea and'* 



Keppers Isles, which were discoTered by CapCain 
Wallis, and lie nearly in the same meridian. 

Whilst our commander was at Anamocka, he was 
particularly assiduous to prevent the introduction of a 
certain disorder. As some of his people brought with 
them the remains of this disease from the Society Isles, 
he prohibited them from having any female intercourse ; 
and he had reason to believe that his endeavours were 
successful. 

The productions of Rotterdam, and the penoos, 
manners, and customs of its inhabitants, are similar to 
those of Amsterdam. It is not, however, eaually plen- 
tiful in its fruits, nor is every part of it in so high a state 
of cultivation. Neither hath it arisen to the same de- 
gree of wealth, with regard to cloth, matting, orna- 
ments, and other articles, which constitute the cbief 
riches of the islanders of the Southern Ocean. 

Pursuing their course to the west, our navigators dis- 
covered land on the 1st of July ; and, upon a nearer 
approach, found it to be a small island, to which, on 
account of the number of turtle that were seen upon 
the coast. Captain Cook gave the name of Turtle Isle. 
On the 16th, high land was seen bearing south-west, 
which no one doubted to be the Australia del Espirito 
Santo of Quiros, and which is called by M. de Bou- 
gainville the Great Cyclades. After exploring the coast 
lor some days, the captain came to an anchor, in a 
harbour in the island of Mallicollp. One of his first 
objects was to commence a friendly intercourse with 
the natives ; bat, while he was thus eroplo]^^* &n ac- 
cident occurred, which threw all into confusion, though 
in the end it was rather advantageous than hurtful to 
the English. A fellow in a canoe, having been refused 
admittance into one of our boats, bent his bow to 
shoot a poisoned arrow at the boat-keeper. Some of 
his countrymen having prevented his doing it that 
instant, time was given to acquaint our commanded 
with the transaction, who immediately ran upon deck. 
At this minute, the Indian had directed his bow to 
the boat-keeper ; but upon being called to by Captain 
Cook, he pomted it at nim. Happily, the captain had 
a musket m his hand loaded wtth small shot, and gave 
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faim tbe contentB. By this, however, he was only 
■tag^red for a moment ; for he still held hk bow in 
the attitude of shooting. A second discWee of the 
same nature made him drop it, and ohli^ed him, to- 
gether with the other natives who were m the canoe, 
to paddle off with all possible celerity. At this time, 
some of the inhabitants began to shoot arrows from 
another quarter. A musket discharged in the air had 
no effect upon them ; but no sooner was a four-pound 
l^all shot over their beads than they fled in the uunoat 
confusion. 

A few hours after these transactions, the English 
put off in two boats, and landed in the face of four 
or five hundred people, who were assembled on the 
shore; and who, though they were all armed with 
bows and utows, clubs and spears, made not the least 
opposition. On the contrary, when they saw Captain 
Cook advance with nothing but a green branch in his 
hand, one of them, who appeared to be a chief, giving 
his bow and arrows to another, met the captain in the 
water, bearing also a green branch. These being 
mutually exchanged in token of friendship, the chief led 
our commander to the crowd, to whom he immediately 
distributed presents. The marines, in the mean time, 
were drawn up on the heach. Captain Cook then ac- 
quainted the Indians, hy signs, that he wanted wood ; 
and in the same manner permission was granted him to 
cut down the txeea. 

Much traffic could not be carried on with these peo- 
ple, because they set no value on nails, or iron tools, or, 
indeed, on any articles which our navigators could 
furnish. In such exchanges as they did make, and 
which were principally of arrows for pieces of cloth, 
they distinguished tnemselves by their honesty. When 
the ship had began to sail from the island, and they 
m^ht easily, in consequence of their canoes dropping 
astern, have avoided delivering the things they had 
been paid for, they used their utmost efforts to get up 
with ner, that they might discharge their obligations. 
One man, in particular, followed the Resolution, a 
considerable time, and did not reach her till the object 
which brought him was forgotten. As soon as he came 



.10 OAVTAfif OOMTfl 

ikNigBde die ^pomI, be held up the diug which htd 
been parehaeed ; and, tho<^;fa eereiml of die crew olfered 
te buy it, he insisted apon delivering it to the peieon to 
whom it had been sold. That pereon, not knowing 
Mm again, would have given something in retain ; bat 
diis he revised, and showed him what he bad before re- 
ceived. There was only a single instance in which the 
natives took, or even attempted to take, any thing ftom 
our vojragera, by any means whatever ; and in that case 
restitution was immediabdy made, without trouble and 
without altercation. 

The inhabitants of Mallicollo, in general, are the 
most ugly and iU-propoitioned people that Captain 
Cook had ever seen, and are in eveiy respect difibrent 
from all the nations that had been met with in the 
Southern Ocean. They are a very dark-cokwred, and 
rather a diminutive race, with long heads, flat fiices, 
and countenances which have some resemblance to 
that of the monkey. Their hair, which is mostly black 
or brown, is short and curly; but not altogether so 
soft and woolly as that of a negro. The diflbrence of 
this people from any whom our commander had yet 
visitM, appeared not only in their persons but their 
language. Of about eighty words, which were col- 
lected hj Mr. Forster, scarcely one was found to bear 
any affinity to the language spoken in any countrv or 
island hitherto described. It was observed by Cap> 
tain Cook, that the natives could pronounce most of 
the English words with great ease. They had not so 
much as a name for a dog, and knew nothing of that 
animal ; for which reason the captain left them a dog 
and bitch ; and as they were very fond of them, it was 
highly probable that the breed would be fostered and in- 
creased. 

To the harbour, in which our commander anchored, 
while he lay at Mallicollb, he gave the name of Fort 
Sandwich. It has manv advantages, with regard to 
depth of water, shelter from winds, and lying so near 
the shore as to be a cover to those of the ship's com- 
]Mny, who may be carrying on any necessary opwa- 
tions at land. 

Soon after our navigaton had gotten to sea, whidi 
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"gna OB die 93d of Joly, tbev discovered three or foar 
mnall wlanda, that before had appeared to be coa* 
nected. At this time the Reaohition was not far fnun 
the Isle of Ambrym, the laJe of PSaoom, and the ble of 
Apee. On the neit nmniing, several more islands 
were discovered, lying off the sooth-east point of Apee, 
and constituting a groupt, which Captain Cook called 
Shepherd's Ism, in nonour of his learned and valuable 
friend. Dr. Shepherd, Plumian professor of Astro- 
nomy at Camhrioge. The ship was this day in some 
danger. It suddenly fell calm, and our voyagers were 
left to the mercy of the current, close by the isles, 
where no sounding could be found with a line of a 
handred and eighty ftthoms- The lands or islands, 
which lay around the vessel in every direction, were so 
numereos, that they could not be counted. At this 
crins a breese sprung up, which happily relieved the 
captain and his company from the anxiety the calm had 
occasimied. 

Amidst the number of islands, that were continually 
seen by oar navigators, there was only one on which no 
inhabitants were discerned. This consisted chiefly of 
a remarkable peaked rock, which was only accessible 
to birds, and which obtained the name of the Monu- 
ment. 

In the farther course of the ship to the southward, 
our navigators drew near to certain lands, which they 
found to consist of one lai^ island, the southern and 
western extretnkies of which extended beyond their 
■iaht. Three or four smaller ones lay off its nurth 
side. To the two principal of these Captain Cook 

Sive the name of Montagu and Hiochinbrook ; and 
e large island he named Sandwich, in honour of his 
noble patron the Earl of Sandwich. This island, 
which was spotted with woods and* lawns, agreeably 
diverttfied over the whole surface, and which bad a 

Eintle slope from the hill» down to the sea-coast, ex- 
bited a most beautiful and delightful prospect The 
examination of it was not, however, so much an object 
with our commander, as to proceed to the south, in 
order to find the southern extremity of the Archipe- 
lago. 
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Ptinaing^ his ditcoveries, Captain Cook came in. 
sieht of an island, which was afterwards known to be 
called by the natives Erromango. After coasting it 
for three days, he brooffht his vessel to anchor in a 
bay there, on the 3d of Ao^st. The next day, he 
went with two boats to examine the coast, and to look 
for a proper landins^l^ace, that he might obtain a 
supply of wood ana wat<$r. At this time, the inha- 
bitants began to assemble on the shore, and by signs 
to invite oar people to land. Their behaviour was 
apparently so friendly, that the captain was charmed 
with it ; and the onlv thing which could give him the 
least suspicion was, that most of them were armed with 
dubs, spears, darts, and bows and arrows. He did 
not, therefore, remit his vigilance; but keot his eye 
continually upon the chief, watching his looks, as well 
as his actions. It soon was evident, that the inten- 
tions of the Indians were totally hostile They made 
a violent attempt to seize upon one of the boats ; and 
though, on our commander's pointing a musket at 
them, they in some measure desMted, yet they returned 
in an instant, seemingly determined to carry their de- 
sign into execution. At the head of the party was the 
chief: while others, who could not come at the boat, 
stood behind with darts, stones, and bows and arrows 
in hand, ready to support their countrymen. As signs 
and threats had no effect, the safetv of Captain Cook 
and his people became the only obiect of considerof 
tion, and yet he was unwilling to fire on the multi- 
tude. He resolved, therefore, to make the chief alone 
the victim of his own treachery, and accordingly aimed 
his musket at him ; but at this critical moment it missed 
fire. This circumstance encouraged the natives to 
despise our weapons, and to show the superiority of 
their own, by throwing stones and darts, and by shoot- 
ing arrows. Hence it became absolutely necessary 
for the captain to give orders to his men to fire upon 
the assailants. The first discharge threw them into 
confusion ; but a second was scarcely sufficient to drive 
them off the beach. In consequence of this skirmish, 
four of the Indians lay, to all appearance, dead on the 
shore. However, two of them were afterwards per- 
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eeiTed to crawl into the bashes ; and it was happj for 
these people, that not half of the muskets of the Enfflish 
would go otEf since otherwise many more most nave 
fallen. The inhabitants were, at lenffth, so terrified, as 
to make no farther appearance ; and two oars, which 
had been lost in the conflict, were left standing op 
against the bashes. 

It was obsenred of these island^*, that they seemed 
of a different race from those of Mallicollo, and that 
they spoke a different language. They are of a middle 
size, with a good shape and tolerable featm-es. Their 
colour is very dark; and their aspect is not mended 
Dj a custom they have of painting their faces, some 
with a black, and others with a red pigment As to 
their hair, it is curly and crrap, and somewhat woolly. 
The few women who were seen, and who appeared to 
be ugly, wore a kind of petticoat, made either of palm 
leaves, or of a plant similar in its nature ; but the men, 
like those of Mallicollo, were almost entirely naked 
On account of the treacherous behaviour of the in- 
habitants of Erromango, Captain Cook called a promon- 
tory, or peninsula, near wnich the skirmish happened, 
7Vatfpr*s Head. 

From this place the captain sailed for an island 
which had been discovered before, at a distance, and 
at which, on account of his wanting a large quantity 
of wood and water, he was resolved to make some 
stay. At firet the natives were disposed to be very 
hostile ; but onr commander, with equal wisdom and 
humanity, contrived to terrify them, without danger to 
their lives. This was principally efiei^ed by wnng a 
few jST^^^ guns* ^ whicn they were so much alarmed, 
as afterwards to be brought to tolerable order. Among 
these islanders, many were inclined to be on friendly 
terms with our navigators, and especially the oid peo- 

1>le ; while roost of toe younger were daring and inso- 
ent, and obliged the English to keep to their arms. 
It was natural enough, that age should be prudent and 
cautious, and youth bold and impetuous ; and yet this 
distinction, with regard to the behaviour of the various 
nations which had been visited by Captain Cook, had 
itot occurred before. 
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The kiand, where the captain now stayed, wu 
ftoBd, upoB iniiairy, to be called, b^ the inhabitants, 
Tuma; and three others in its neighbourhood, and 
which oeuld be seen from it, were distinguished by 
the names of Lamer, Erronan or Footoona, and Anna- 



From such information of the natives, as our com- 
maader eould see no reason to doubt, it appeared, that 
eivcajncisioo was practised among them, and that they 
were eaters of human flesh. Concerning the latter 
siil^iect, he shovld never have thought of asking them 
a single ^estion, if they had not introduced it them- 
selves, by inqiiiriBg whether the English had the same 
eostom. b hath been aigued, that necessity alone 
could be the origin of this horrid practice. But as 
the people of Tanaa are possessed of fine pork aad 
fowM, together with an abundance of roots and fruits, 
the jpJea of necessity cannot be nrged in their behaLt 
In nu^ no instance was seen of their eating human 
flesh ; and, therefore, there might, perhaps, be some 
reason to hesitate in pronouncing them to be can« 



Bv d^rees the inhabitants grew so courteous and 
civi^ as to pennit the Engliw gentlemen to ramble 
about in the skirts of the woods, and to shoot in them, 
without affording them the l«ut molestation or show- 
ing any dislike^ One day, some boys of the island 
having gotten behind thickets, and thrown two or 
tfeoee stones at our people, who were cutting wood, 
they were fired at by the p<^ty officers on duty. Caj>> 
tain Cook, who was then on snore, was alarmed at the 
repmrt of the muskets ; and, when he was informed of 
the canse, was much displeased, that so wanton a use 
phould be made of our fire-arms. Proper measures 
were taken by him to prevent such conduct for the 
future. 

In the island of Tanna was a volcano, which some- 
times made a dreadful noise, and, at each explosion, 
which happened every three or four minutes, threw up 
fire and smoke in prodigious columns. At one time, 
peat st<Hies were seen high in the air. At the foot of 
tne hill were tereral hot springs ; and on the side of it 
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Mr, Porater found some places whoMM nnoke «f t mI* 
phureoiM §meU iaaned, through cracks or fisswiss of tht 
earth. A thennometer, that was plaood m a littto holo 
made in one of them, and which in the open air suxid 
ooYy at eighty rose to a huDdied and seventy. la •■«»• 
ther instance, the mercury rose to a hundred and mmSttty' 
one. Our commander, being desirous of getting a Bear 
aqd good view of the Tolcano, set oat wkh a parQr for 
that purpose. But the gentlemeo amc with so mu^ 
obstructions fVom the inhabitants, who were jealous or 
their penetrating far into the country, thu they thought 
proper to return. 

It is observable, with respect to the volcano of Tmaa, 
that it is not on the ridge of the fam to which it belongs^ 
but on its side. Nor is that hill the highest in the coua-> 
try, for there are others near it of more than douMe its 
height. It was in moist and wet weather that the vol- 
cano was most violent. 

When our commander was ready to sail from Tanna, 
an e?ent happ^ied, which gave him much concern. 
Just as our people were getting some logs into the 
boat, ibur or five of the natives stepped forward to se« 
what they were doing. In consequence of the Indians 
not being allowed to come within certain limits, the 
sentinel ordered them back, upon which they leadilj 
cooipUed. At this time. Captain Cook, who had his 
e^es filed upon them, observed the sentry present his 

Eiece to the men. The captain was gmng to reprove 
im for this action, when, to his inexpressible astonish- 
ment, the sentry fired. An attack, so caoseless and 
extraordinary, natnrallv threw the natives into great 
confusion, most of them fled, and it was with diA- 
culty that our comni^nder could prevail upon a few of 
them to remain. As th^ ran off, he pereeived one of 
them to fan, who was immediately lifted op by two 
others, who took him into the water, washed his 
wound, and then led him off. The wounded peison 
not being carried far. Captain Cook sent for the sur- 
geon of the ship, and accompsnied him to the man, 
whom they found expiring. The rascal tluu Ind tired 

E tended, that an Indian had laid an arrow acMss 
bow, and was going to shoot «t him; so that ho 
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apprehended hunaelf to be in danger. 'Hiis, howeveTf 
was no more than what the islanderB had always done, 
to show that they were armed as well as our voyagers. 
What rendered the present incident the more unfor- 
tunate was, that it was not the man who bent Uie bow, 
but one who stood near him, that was shot by the 
sentry. 

The harbour where the captain anchored, during his 
stay at Tanna, was called b^ him Port Resolution, after 
ihe name of the ship, she being the first vessel by which 
it was ever entered. It was no more than a little creek, 
three quarters of a mUe in length, and about half that 
space in breadth. No place can exceed it in its con* 
venience, for taking in wood and water, which are both 
close to the shore. The inhabitant of the island, with 
whom our commander 'had the most frequent and 
friendly connexions, was named Paowang. 

Very little trade could be carried on with the people 
of Tanna. They had not the least knowled|[e of iron ; 
and consequently, nails, tools, and other articles made 
of that metal, and which are so greedily sought for in 
the more eastern isles, were here of no consideration. 
Cloth could be of no service to persons who g^o naked. 

Among the productions of the island, there is reason 
to believe that the nutmeg-tree might be mentioned. 
This is collected from the circumstance of Mr. Forster's 
having shot a pigeon in the craw of which a wild nut- 
meg was discovered: However, though he took some 
pains to find the tree, his endeavours were not attended 
with success. 

It was at first thought by our navigators, that the 
inhabi ants of Tanna were a race between the natives 
of the Friendly Islands jumI those of MallicoUo ; but 
bv a short acquaintance with them they were con- 
vmced that they had but little or no afiinity to either, 
excepting in the hair. Some few men, women, and 
children, were seen, whose hair resembled that of trt^ 
English. With regard, however, to these persons, it 
was obvious, that they were of another nation ; and it 
was understood that they came fromErronan. Two 
languages were found to be spoken in Tanna. One of 
them, which appeared to have been introduced from 



Brobvi, w oeariy, if not exactly, the nme with that 
of the Friendly Islands. The other, which is the pro- 
per language of the country, and which ia judged to be 
peculiar to Tanna, Erromango, and Annatom, ia dif 
fereot from any that had hitherto been met with by onr 

TOjragei*' 

Tm people of Tanna, are of the middle aixe, and 

for the moat part slender. There are few tall or atoot 
men among tnem. In general, thejr hvm good features 
a,nd agreeable countenances. like all the tropical 
race, they are active and nimble ; and seem to excel in 
the use of arms, but not to be fond of labour. With 
respect to the management of their weapons, Mr. 
Wales hath made an obserration so honourable to 
Homer, that were I to omit it, 1 should not be fon- 
given by my classical readers. ** I must confess,'* 
says Mr. Wales, ** 1 have often been led to think the 
feats which Homer represents his heroes as perferming 
with their spears, a little too much of the marvelloot 
to be admitted into an heroic poem ; 1 mean when con- 
fined within the strait stays ot Aristotle. Nay, even ao 
rreat an advocate for him as Mr. Pope, acknowledges 
them to be surprising. But since I have seen what 
these people can do with their wooden spears, and 
them badly pointed, and not of a hard nature, 1 have 
not the least exception to any one passage in that 
l^reat poet on this accounL But if I see fewer excep- 
tions, I can find infinitely more beauUes in him; as he 
, has, I think, scarcely an action, circumstance, or de- 
scription of any kind whatever, relating to a spear, 
which 1 have not seen and recognized among tliese 
people : as, their whirling motion, and whistling noise, 
as tney fly ; their quivering motion, as they sticR in the 
ground when they fell ; their meditating their aim, when 
• tney are going to throw ; and their shaking them in 
their hand, as tney go along ** 

On the 20th of August, Captain Cook sailed fVom 
Tama, and employed all the remainder of the month 
in a ferther exammation of the islands around him. 
He had now finished his survey of the whole Archi- 
pelago, and had gained a knowted^ of it, infinitely 
soperiour to what nad ever been attained before. The 
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BOitlMrn ulaads of this Archipelago were firat div- 
eovered in 1006, by that eminent navigator Quiroe, 
who considered them as part of the aouthem con- 
tinent, which, at that time, and till very lately, was 
■oppoaed to exiat. M. de fioagainville was tlie next 
peraon by whom they were visited, in 1768. This 
gentleman, however, besides landing in the Isle of 
Lepers, only made the discovery, that the coantry 
was not connected, but composed of islands, which he 
called the Great Cyclades. Captain Cook, besides aa- 
certaining the situation and extent of these islands, 
added to them several new ones, which had hitherto 
been onknown, and explored the whole. He thought, 
therefore, that he had obtained a right to name them ; 
uid accordinffly he bestowed upon them the appella- 
tion of the rfevo Hebrides. His title to this honour 
will not be disputed in any part of Europe, and cer- 
tainly not by BO enlightened and liberal a people as the 
Wench nation. ^ 

The season of the year now rendered it necessary 
ibr our commander to return to the south, while he 
had yet some time to explore any land he might meet 
with between the New Hebrides and New Zealand; 
at which last place he intended to touch, that he might 
refresh bis people, and renew his stock of wood and 
water for another southern course. With this view, 
he sailed on the first of September, and on the 4th land 
was discovered ; . in a harlwur belonging to which the 
Resolution came to an anchor the next day. The de- 
sign of Captain Cook was not onl v to visit the coun«^ 
tnf, but to have an opportunity of obserring an eclipse 
of the sun, which was soon to happen. An intercourse 
immediately commenced with me inhatntants, who, 
during the whole of the captain's stay, behaved in a 
veiy civil and friendly manner. In return, he was 
solicitous to render them every service in his power. 
To Teabooma, the chie^ he sent, among other articles, 
a d(^ and a bitch, both young, but nearly full grown. 
It was some time before Teabooma could believe that 
the two animals were intended for him ; but when he 
was convinced of it, he was lost in an excess of joy. 
AnoCher, and still more valoahle present, was that of a 
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^oaag H>ar and tow ; whicb, on aeooont of tbt ab« 
Mooe of the chief wke& they were brought to hind» 
were teceired with great hesitation and ceremoay. 

The last time that oar commander went on ehore at 
this plaoe, he ordered an inscription to be cut ocK on a 
iaige tree, settios forth the name <»f the ship, the data 
of the year, and other circumstances, which teatifiad 
that the Eneliah were the first discoTerers of the ooub- 
try. This be had before done, wherever such a oere> 
mony seemed necessary. How the island was called 
by the natives, our voyagers could never ieam ; aiNi, 
therefore Captain Cook gave k the nane of New 
Caledonia. The inhabitants are strong, robust, active^ 
and well made. With regard to the origin of the aa- 
tion, the captain judged them to be a race between th# 
people of Tanna and the Friendly Ides ; or betwaes 
those of Tanna and the New Zealandert ; or all three. 
Their lan^axe is in some respects a miitare of them 
all. In thetr cGaposition they are courteous and (drfinn« 
and they are not in the least addicted to pilfering, wmck 
is more than can be asserted concerning any wbnt oa-^ 
tion in this sea. 

The women of New Caledonia, and those likewisa 
of Tanna, were found to be much chaster than the 
females of the more eastern islands. Our coramaader 
never beard that the least &vour was obtainc»d from 
them by any one of his company. SometiuMs, indeed, 
the women would exercise a little coquetry, but they 
went no farther. 

The botanists of the ship did not here complaia for 
want of employment. They were diligent in their 
researches, and their labours were amply rewarded. 
£very day brought some new accession to botaaiisal 
knowledge, or that of other branches of natural hia* 
tory. 

Every thing being readv to put to sea. Captain Cook 
weighed anchor on the 13th of September, with tha 
purpose of examining the coast of New Caledonia, 
u pursuing this ot^ct, by which he was enabled to 
add greatly to nautical and geographical knowledjfe, 
the luBsoIution was more than once m danger of being 
losl; and particularliy, in the night of the 28th of tha 
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month, she had a narrow escape. Oar nsTig&Cori^ 
on this occasion, were roach alarmed ; and daT>lieht 
showed that their fears had not been ill founded. In* 
deed, breakers had been continually under their lee, 
and at a small distance from them ; so that they werei 
in the most imminent danger. ^ We owed our safety** 
says the captain, ** to the interposition of Ph>yidence, a 
good look-oat, and the very brisk manner in which the 
ship was managed.'* 

Our commander now began to be tired of a coast 
which he could no longer explore bat at the risk 
of loainy the Tessel, and ruining the whole voyage. He 
determined, however, not to leave it, till he knew of 
what kind some groves of trees were, which, by their 
uncoDomon appearance, had occasioiMsd much specu- 
lation, and had been mistakon by several of the gen* 
tlemen, for lusaltes. Captain Cook was the more soli- 
citooa to ascertain the point, as these trees appeared to 
be of a sort which might be useful to shipping, and 
had not been seen any where, but in the soutnem parts 
of I7ew Caledonia. They proved to be a species of 
spruce pine, very proper for spars, which were then 
wanted. The discovery was valuable, as, excepting 
New 2(ea1and, there was not an island known, in the 
"South Pbciic Ocean, where the ship could supply her> 
self, with a mast or yard, to whatever distress she 
might be reduced. It was the opinion of the car- 
penter of the Resolution, who was a mast-maker as 
well as a shipwright, that very good masts might be 
made from the trees in question. The wood of them, 
which is white, close-grained, tough, and light, is well , 
adapted to that purpose. One of the small islands 
where the trees were found, was called by the captain 
the Isle of Pines. To another, on account of its afford- 
ing sufficient employment to the botanists, during the 
little time they staid upon it, he gave the name <» Bo- 
tany Isle. 

Captain Cook now took into serious consideration 
what was further to be done. He had pretty well 
determined the extent of the south-west coast of New 
Caledonia, and would gladly have proceeded to a more 
accurate mirvey of tto whole, had he not been d»> 
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terred not only by the dangere he iniiM encounter, but 
by the time required for the undertaking, and which he 
could not posaibly spare. Indeed, when he considered 
the vast ocean he bad to explore to the south ; the state 
and condition of the ship ; the near approach of sum- 
mer ; and that any matenal accident mi^ht detain him 
in the sea even for another year, he did not think it 
advisaUe to make New Caledonia any longer the 
dgect of his attention. But though he was thus oUiged 
by necessity for the first time to leave a coast which 
he bad discovered, before it was fully surreyed, he 
did not quit it till he had ascertained the extent of 
the country, and proved, that, excepting Zew Zealand, 
it was peraaps the largest island in tM South Facifio 
Ocean. 

As the Resolution purnied her conm from New 
Caledonia, land was discovered, which, on a nearer 
approach, was found to be an island of good height, 
and five leagues in circuit. Captain Cook named it 
Norfolk Isle, in honour to the noble fiunily of How- 
ard. It was uninhabited; and the firat persons that 
ever set foot on it were unquestionaUy our English 
navigators. Various trees and plants were observed 
that are common at New Zealand : and, in particular, 
the flax plant, which is rather more luxuriant here than 
in any part of that country. The chief produce of 
the ialand is a kind of spvuce pine, exceedingly straight 
and tall, which grows in great abundance. Such ie 
the aize of many of the trees, that, breast high, they 
are thick as two men can fathom. Among the v^ta- 
Uea of the place, the palm-cabbage afibrded bwh a 
wholesome and palat^e refireshment ; and, indeed, 
' proved the most agreeable repast that our people had 
for a considerable time enjoyed. In addition to this 
gratification, they had the pleasure of procuring some 
excellent fish. 

From Norfolk ble our commander steered for New 
Zealand, it being his intention to touch at Queen 
Chariotte's Sound, that he might reftesh his crew, and 

I rat the ship in v condition to encounter the southern 
atitudes. On the 18th of October, he anchored befbre 
Ship Covo in that aonnd; and the first thing be did» 
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alter landing, wm to look for the bottle be had left oa 
the shore, in which was a memorandum. It was tak^ 
away ; and it soon appeared, from indubitable circam- 
■lances, that the Adventure had been in the cove after 
it was quitted by the Resolution. 

Upon nsiting the gardens which had been formed at 
Motnara, they were found almost in a Mate of nature, 
having been wholly neglected by the inhabitanta. 
Many, however, of the articles were in a flourishiiur 
condition, and showed how well they liked the sou 
in which they wen planted. It was several days be- 
fore any of the natives made their appearance, but when 
they did so, and recognised Cautain Cook and his 
friends, joy sacoeeded to fear. They harried in num- 
bers out of the woods, and embracmg the English 
over and over again, leaping and skippmg about like 
madmen. Amidst ail this eitravagance of joy, they 
were caiefol to preserve the honour of their fbmalea ; 
for they would not permit some women, who were 
•een at a distance to c<Hne near our people. Tlie 
^»pCain*8 whole intercourse with the New Zealanders, 
during this his third visit to Queen Charlotte's Sound, 
Mras peaceable and friendly ; and one of them, a man 
apparently of consequence, whose name was Pedro, 
presemed him with a staff of honour, such as the chieA 
generally carry. In return, oar commander dressed 
Pedro, who had a fine person, and a good presence^ 
in a suit of old clothes, of which he vras not a little 
proud. 

Captain Cook still continoed his aolicitode to stock 
the island with useful animals ; and accordingly, in ad- 
~dition to what he had formerly done, he ordered two 
pigs, a boar and sow, to be put on shove. There was 
reason to believe, that some of the cocks and hens which 
Imd formerly been left here still existed. None of them, 
indeed, were seen ; but a hen*8 egg was found, which 
had not long been laid. 

Mr. Wales had now an opportunity of completing 
hie observations with regard to Queen Charlotte** 
Sound, so as to ascertain its latitude-and lon^tnde 
with the utmort accuracy. In the captain's lormer 
voyage there had been an error in this respect. Suoh 
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were Mr. Walet*8 abilities and aasiduity, that the nune 
oonectness waa maintained by him, in determining the 
ntuatiom of all the other places which were vintra by 
our navigatorB. 

On the 10th of November, Captain Cook took his 
departure from New Zealand, in farther pursuit of his 
peat object, the determination of the question concern^ 
iiw tiM existence of a southern continent. Haring 
sailed, till the 27th, in different d^rees of latitude, ez- 
tendins from 43 to 550 48^ south, he gave up all hopes 
of finding any more land in this ocean. He came, 
therefore, to the resolution of steering directlv for the 
west entrance of the Straits of Magalhaens, wiu a riew 
of coasting the south side of Terra del Fu^o, round 
Cape Horn, to the Strait Le Maire. As the world had 
hitneito obtained but a Tery imperfect knowledge of this 
shore, the captain thought that the full survey of it 
would he more advantageous, both to navigation and 
geography, than any thing he could expect to find in a 
higher l^tade. 

In the prosecution of this voyage, our commander, on 
the 17th of December, reached the west coast of Terra 
del Fuego ; and having continued to range it till the 
SOth, he came to an anchor in a plaee to which he af> 
terwards gave the name of Christmas Sound. Through 
the whole course of his various navigations, he had never 
•sen so desolate a coast. It seems to be entirely com- 
posed of rocky mountains, without the least appearance 
<tf vegetation. These mountains terminate m horrible 
precipices, the craggy summits of which spire up to a 
vast height ; so that scarcely any thing in nature can ap- 
pear with a more barren and savage aspect, than the 
whole of the country. 

The run which Captain Cook had made directly 
across the ocean in a high southern latitude, was b&- 
Ueved by him to be the first of the kind that had ever 
been carried into execution. He was, therefore, some- 
what particular in remarking every circumstance which 
seemcSd to be in the least material. However, he could 
not but observe, that he had never made a passage any 
where, of such length, or even of a much shorter ex- 
twt, m which so few things occurred, that wore of an 
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interefltinff nature. Excepting the Tariation of the 
compass, he knew of nothing else that was woithy of 
notice. The captain had now done with the Southeni 
Pacific Ocean ; and he had explored it in such a man- 
ner, that it would be impossible for any one to think 
that more could be performed in a single voyage, to* 
wards obtaining that end, than had actually been ae- 
complished. 

Barren and dreary as the land is about Christmai 
Sound, it was not wholly destitute of some accommcv 
dations, which could not fail of being ureeable to our 
navigiUora. Near every harbour they round fresh wa- 
ter and wood for fuel. The country abounds likewise 
with wild fowl, and paiticularlv with geese ; which af 
forded a refreshment to the whole crew, that was the 
more acceptable on account of the approaching festival. 
Had not Providence thus happily provided for then, 
their Christmas cheer must nave been salt beef and 
pork. Some Madeira wine, the only article of provi- 
sion that was mended by keeping, was still left. ThiS} 
in conjunction with the geese, which were cooked is 
every variety of method, enabled our people to cele* 
brate Christmas as cheerfully, as perhaps was done byj 
their friends in England. I 

The inhabitants of Terra del Fuego, Captain Cookj 
found to be the same nation that he had formerijj 
seen in Success Bay ; and the same whom M. de Bon^ 
ninville has distinsuished by the name of PecharasL 
They are a little, ugly, half-starved beardless race, tuid 
go almost naked. It is their own fauh that they are 
not better clothed, nature having furnished them with; 
ample materials for that purpose. By lining their aeel-' 
skin cloaks with the skins and feathers of aquatic birds ; 
far making the cloaks themselves larger ; and by a|^ 
plying the same materials to different parts of clottung* 
they might render their dress much more warm vol 
comfortable. But while they are doomed to exist in 
one of the most inhospitable climates in the globe^ 
they have not sagacity enough to avail themselves of 
those means of adding to ue conveniences of lifis^ 
which Providence has put into their power. In short, 
die captain, after having been a wttneas to so UMUiy 
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miedei of the hnmaa mce, hath pronoimced, that, of 
tn the laationt he had aeen, the Peehazaa are the moat 

' wretched. 

• Notwitfaatanding the barrenneas of the coontiy, it 
abounds with a variety of unknown planta, and gave 
aafficient employment to die botanists of the Resolu- 
tion. ** Almost every plant,** aaya Mr. Forrter, ** which 
we {[atfiered** on the rocks, ** was new to us, and some 
species were remarkable for the beauty of their flowe^^ 
or their smell.*' 

On the 88th of I>ecember, our commander sailed 
from Christmas 86uiid, and proceeded on his vovage, 
round Cape Horn, through Strait le Make, to STtaten 
Land. This fitmons Cape was passed by him on the 
next day, when he entered tne Southern Atlantic 
Ocean. In some chartB,Xape Horn is lud down as 
^belonging to a small island ; out this was neither con- 
firmed, nor could it be contradicted by our navigators ; 
for several breakers appeared on the coast, both to the 
east and west of it, and the hazy weather rendered 
every obiect very indistinct. Though the summits of 
BOBoe xit the hiUs weie rocky, the sides and valleys 

, aeemed covered with a green tur^ and wooded in tufts. 

In ranging Staten Island, a good port was found, 

■ituated uree leagues to the westward of St. John, 

.and in a noiUiem direction. Upon account of the 
day on^ which the discoveiy of uiis port was made, 
(being the fint of January) Captain Cook save it the 
name of New Tear's Harbour. The knowledee of it 
may be of service to future navigators. Indeed, it 
would be more convenient for ships boond to the west, 
or round Cape Horn, if its situation would permit 

fraem to put to sea widi an easterly and northerly 
vrind. But this inconvenience is not of great conse- 
quence, since these winds are seldom known to be of 
long duratibn. The captain, however, has declared, 
that if he were on a voyage round Cape Horn to the 
west, and not in want of wood or water, or any other 
^ing which might make it necessary to put into port, 
lie would not approach the land at all. By keeping 
out at sea, die currents would be avoided, which, he 

»WM Mtidtod, would lose their force at ten or twelve 
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leagues from knd, and be totallj witboat iaiineBe^ at • 
greater distance. 

The extent of Terra del Fuego, and conaeqaendj 
that of the Straits of MagalhMiis, our conunaader 
i^ert&ined to be leas than Ins been laid down by tba 
generality of navigators. Nor was the coast upon 
the whole, found to be so dangerous as hi^s often b«en 
represented. The weather, at the same tmie> waa !•• 
nwrkaWj temperate. 

In one of the little isles near Staten Land, and 
which had been called by Captain Cook, New Toar's 
Isle, there was observed a harmony between the di^ 
ferent aoimals of the place, which is too curious to ba 
omitted. It seeitied as if they had entered into a 
league not to disturb each other's tranquillity. The 
greater part of the sea-coast is occupied by the sea> 
Uons ; the sea-bears take up their abode in the isle ; 
the. shags are posted in the highest clifis ; the penguina 
fix their quarters where there is the most easy com- 
munication to and from the sea ; and the rest of the 
birds choose more retired places. Ail these animals 
were occasionally seen to mix together, like domeatic 
cattle and poultry in a farm-yard, without one at> 
tempting to molest the other. Nay, the captain had 
often observed the eagles and vultures sitting on the 
hills among the shags, while none of the latter, whe- 
ther old or young, appeared to be in the least disturb- 
ed at their presence. It may be asked, then, how do 
these birds of prey live ? This question our commander 
hath answered, 1>y supposing that they feed on the car^ 
cases of seals and. birds which die by various caosea. 
It is probable, fVom the immense quantity of animals 
with wbich this island abounds, that such carcases eziat 
in ffveat numbers. 

From Staten. Island, Captain Cook sailed^ on the 4th 
of January, with a view, m the first place, of discover- 
ing that extensive coast, laid down oy Mr. Dalrymple 
in his chart, in which ia the gulf of St. SebastUn. 
In order to have all other parts before him, the cap 
tain designed to niake the western point of that gulC 
As he ma some doubt of the existence of such a coasts 
this appeared to him the best route for dcterminipg 
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dM Tomttm, and for exploring the sootheni put of Uiis 
ocean. When, he came to the aitaatioiu asngned to tlie 
different poinfii of the p[ulf of Sc Sebeatiao, neither land 
Bor any imequiTocal mgna of land were discoTered. On 
the eontnaj, it waa erident, that there could not be any 
extenaive tract of coaotiy in the direction which had 
been auppoaed. 

RroceMing in faia voyace, Imd waa aeen on the 14th, 
which was at firrt miataken for an island of ice. It 
waa in a manner whoHyN corered with anow. From 
the peraon by whom it waa §rtt diacoyered, it obtained 
the aame of Wallia'a bland. It is a high rock, of no 
grvat extent, near to which are aome rocky islota. An- 
other iafauid of a larger compaaa, on account of the iraat 
■nmber of biida which were upon it, waa calt^ Biid 
Ue. A more extenaive ranse of country had been 
seen for atNiie time, which Captain Cook reached on 
the 17th, and where he landed* on the aame day, in 
lihree different sAacea.- The head of the bay, in which 
be eame to shore, was terminated by particular ice* 
difi, of considerable height. Pieces were continusJly 
breaking tff, and floating out to sea ; and while our na- 
▼igatoTs were in the bay, a great fall happened, which 
■tsde a noise like a cannon No leas savage and hor- 
viblewMe the inner parts of the country. The wild 
tm^ raiaed their summits till they were lost in the 
cto n dB , and the valleya lay covemd with eTerlastinr 
mow. There was not a tree to be seen, or a ahrub 
found, that was even big enough to make a tooth-pick. 
Th^ onlv vegetation, that war Diet with, was a coarse 
■trong-bladed grass, ^wing in tnfls, wild bumet, and 
ft V^nt like moss, which sprang from the rocks. 

When oar commander landed in the tmy, he dis* 
played the English colours ; and, under a discharge of 
snail arms, took ^jossession of the country in his ma* 
jesty's name. It was not, however, a discovery which 
vras ever likely to be productive of any considerable 
benefit. In has retnm to the ship, Ca^in Cook 
broufffat with him a quantity of seals and penguins, 
whiral were an acceiMable present to the crew ; not 
from the want of provisions, which were plentiful in 
««infj hsuAt bnt from a change of diet Any sort of 



90 OATTAni COOK ■ 

fieah meat wm prafened by most on board to salt 
The cai^a hinuelf was now, for the first time, tired 
of the salted meats of the ship ; sad though the flesh of 
the peoguins could scarcely yie with bulh>ck*8 liTer, its 
fresoness was suffieient to rmder it comparatively agree- 
able to the palate. To the bay \A which he had been, 
he fi^ve the name of Possession Bay. 

The land in which this bay lies, was at first ja^nsd 
by our navigators to be part of a great continent. Bat 
upon coasting round Uie whole ceuntry, it was proved 
to a demonstration that it was only an island of ee* 
renty learaes in circuit. In honour to his miyes^. 
Captain Cook called it the Isle of\^Geoigia. It coaU 
scarcely have been thought, that an island of no greater 
extent than this, situated between latitude of GfEty- 
four and fifty-five, should, in a manner, be wholly co- 
vered, many fathoms de^ with firozen snow, in the 
height of summer. The sidea and summits t>f the 
lofty mountains were cased with snow and ice ; and 
an incredible quantity lay in the valleys. So imoienao 
was the auantity, that our comsnander did not think 
that it could be the produce of the island* Some l^nd, 
therefore, which he had seen at a distance, induced 
him to believe, that it might belong to an extensive 
tract ; and gave him hopes of discovering a continent. 
In this respect, however, he was disappointed^ bout 
the disappomtment did not sit heavy upon hira ; smee^ 
to judge of the bulk by the apprehended sample, it 
would not have been w<Hth the discovery. It was 
remarkable, that our voyagers did not see a river, or a 
stream of fresh water, on the whole coast of the Isle 
of Georgia. Captain Cook judjged it to be hirhly pro- 
bable, that there are no' perennial springs in me coun 
try; and that the interior puts, in consequence of 
th^ being much elevated, never e.iyoy beat enough 
to melt the snow in sufficient (Quantities to produce a 
river or stream of water. In sailing round tne island, 
our navigators were almost continually involved ia a 
thick mist ; so that, for any thing they knew to the 
contrary, they might be surrounded with dangeroa* 
rocks. 

The captain, on the 2Jkh of the momh, steered fipom 
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die Isle of Geonia, and, on th« 27th, compated Aat 
he was in latitude sixty, south. Farther tun thia he 
did not intend to go, unless scnne certain s^s of soon 
meetinff with land should be discovered. There waa 
now^ a long hollow swell from the west, which waa a 
strong indication that no land was to he met with in 
that direction ; and hence arose ah additional proof of 
irhat has already been remarked, that the extensire 
coast laid down in Mr. Dalrymple's chart of the ocean 
between Afrioa and America and the Gulf of St. Se> 
bastian, doth not exist. Not to mention the varioas 
yi^aMMJa which were seen in the prosecution of the 
voyage, and the names that were given to them, I shall 
only advert to a few of the more, material circum- 
stances. On an elevated ooast^ which appeared in 
sight upon the 31st, our commander bestowed the 
appellation of the Southern Thule. The reason of his 

Evicg it this name was, that it is the moat aouthem 
nd that . had ever been yet discovered. It is every 
where covered with^ snow, and displays a sorftce of 
vast height. On this day, our voyagers were in no 
small danger from a great westerly swell, which set 
nght upon the shore, and threatened to cllrry them 
on the most horrible coast in the world.. Happily, the 
discovery of a point to the north, beyond which no 
land could be seen, relieved them from their appre- 
hensions. To the more distinguished tracts of conn* 
try, which were discovered from the Slst of January 
Co the 6th of February, Captain Cook gave the names 
of Cape Bristol, Cape Montagu, Saunder's Isle, Can- 
dlemas Isles, and Sandwich's Land. The last is either 
a group of islands, or else a point of the continent. 
For that there is a tract of land near the pole, which is 
the source of most of the ice that is spread over this 
vast Southern Ocean, was the Captain's firm opinion. 
He also thought it probable, that this land must ex- 
tend farthest to the north, where it is opposite to the 
Southern Atlantic and Indian Oceans. Ice had always 
been found by him farther to the north in these oceans, 
^sn any whete else, and this he juc^red could not be 
the case, if there were not land of considerable extent 
to the south. However, the ■ greatest pait of thie 
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■Ottthern cortinent, if it actnaliy exists^ must lie wi^in 
the polar ^rcle, where tlie sea is so encumbered with 
ice, that the land is rendered inaccessible. So sreat 
is the risk .which is run, in examining a coast tn these 
unknown and icy seas, that our coniinander» with a 
modest and well-grounded boldness, eould assert, that 
no man would ever venture farther than he had done ; 
and that the lands which may lie to the south will 
never be explored Thick fogs, snow storms, intense 
cold, and every thing beside, that > can render navig** 
tion d&ngerous, must be encountered ; all which dSS- 
culties are gr6atly heightened by the inexpressiMy 
horrid aspect of the country. It is a country doomed 
by nature never once to feel the warmth of the sun's 
rays, but to he buried in everlasting sni>w and ice. 
Whatever ports there may be on the coast, they are 
almost entirely covered with -frOien snow of a vut 
thickness. If, however, any one of them should be sO 
far open as to invite a ship into it, she would run die 
risk of being fixed there for ever, or of coming out in 
an ice island. To this it may be added that the islands 
and floats on the coast, the grreat falls from the ice diffk 
in the port, or a heavy snow storm, attended with a 
sharp frost, might be equally fatal. 

Nothing could exceed the inclination of Captain 
Cook, if it had been practicable, to penetrate &rther 
to the south ; but difficulties like these were not to.be 
surmounted. If he had risked all that had- been d<^)e 
during the voyage, for the sake of discovering and 
exploring a coast, which, when discovered aim ex- 
plored, would have answered no end whatever, or 
have been of the l^ast uae either to ifavigatidn or geo- 
eraphy, or indeed to any other science, he- would 
just\y have been charged with inexcusable temerity. 
He determined, therefore, to filter his course to the 
east, and to sail in quest of Bouvet^s lAnd, the exist- 
ence of which was yet to be settled. Accordingly, this 
was the principal object of his pursuit, from the 6th to 
the 22d of the month. By that day be had run down 
thirteen degrees of longitude, in the very latitude as- 
signed for Bouvet's Land. No such land, however, was 
dttcovered { nor did any prooft occur of the existence 



•f Gape Circnmcisioo. Our commaiider wu at thia 
time hq more than two degrees of loogitode from the 
route he had takea to the soath,'wben he left the Cape 
of Good Hope. It would, therefore, have been to no 

Irarpoae to proceed any farther to the east in this paral- 
el. But being desirous of determining the question 
concerning some land-that was supposed to have been 
seen more to the south, he directed his course for the 
fitiiation in which the discovery of it might be expect- 
ed. Two- days were spent by him in this pursuit, to 
BO effectual purpose. After having run over the place 
wbei^ the land was imagined to lie, without meeting 
with the least signs of^ny, it became certain that the 
ice islands had deceived our navigators, as well as Mr. 
Boovet, 

Captain Cook had now made the circuit of the south- 
em ocean in a high latitude, and traversed it in such ar 
manner a«. to leave not the least room for the possi- 
bility of there being a continent, unless near the jpole, 
and out of the reaco of navigation. By twice visitinc 
the tropical sea, he hadjiot only settled the situation of 
some old discoveries, but made many new ones ; and, 
inde^, even in that part had leift little more to be ac- 
complished. The; intention of the voyage had, in ever^ 
leepect) been fully answered, and the southern hemi- 
•phere sufficiently explored. A final end was hereby 
put to the searching after a- southern continent, which», 
ior nearly two centuries past, had occasionally engross- 
ed the attention of some of the maritime powers, aJld 
had been urged with great ardour by philosophers and 
geocraphers in different ages. 

'Hte great purpose of his navigation round the globe 
being thus completed, the captain began to direct his 
views towards England. He had, indeM,some thoughts 
of protracting his course a little longer, for the sake of 
revisiting the place where the French discovery is said 
to be situated. Bot^ upon mature deliberation, he de- 
termined to lay aside his intention. He considerecL 
that if this duM^overy had really been made, the ena 
would be as fully answered, as if it had been done by 
himself. It co'uld only be an island ; and, if a judo- 
ment might be formed from the degree of cold whick 
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our voysgen bad experienced in that latitude, it could 
not be a fertile oue. Besides, our commander would 
hereby have been kept two months longer at sea, and 
that in a tempestuous latitude, with which the ship 
was not in a condition to struggle. Her sails ~and 
rigging were so much worn, that something was giving 
way every hour ; and there was nothing left, either to 
repair or to replace them. The provisions of the 
vessel were in such a~ state of decay, that they afforded 
little nourishment, and the company had been long 
without refreshments. Indeed the crew were yet 
healthy, and would cheerfully have gone wherever the 
captain judged it proper to lead them ; but he waa 
fearful lest the scurvy should lay hold of them, at 
a time when none of (he remedies were left by which 
it could be removed. He thoueht, likewise, that it 
would have been cruel in him to nave continued the 
fatiffues and hardships they were perpetuallv exposed 
to, longer than was .absolutely necessary. Throughout 
the whole voyage, they had merited by their behaviour 
every indulgence which it was in his power to beetow. 
Animated by the conduct of the officers, they had 
shown that no difficulties or dangers which came in 
their way were incapable of being surmounted; nor 
had their activity, courage, and cheerfulness been in 
the least abated by the separation from them of their 
consort the Adventure. 

From all these considerations, which were evidently 
the dictates of wisdom and humanity, Captain Cook 
was induced to spend no longer time in searching for 
the French discoveries, but to steer for the Cape 
of Good Hope. He determined, however, to direct 
his course in such a manner, as to look for the Isles of 
Denia and Marseveen, which are laid down in Dr.*" 
Halley's variation chart. After sailing in the propcnr 
latitudes from the 25th of February to the 19th of 
March, no such islands were discovered. Nothing, 
indeed, had been seen that could encourage our voy- 
agers to persevere in a search after them ; and much 
time could not now be spared, either for the purpose 
of finding them, or of proving their non-existence* 
Evaiy one on board waa for good reasona impatieiit 



to get into- port. Tlw captain, therafore, eonkl no 
looser avoid yieklinff to the genera] wiahea, and re> 
aolviag toprooeed to the Cape, wilhoat further deiay. 

8oon aner our commander had come to thia deler- 
mination, he demanded of the officeri and petty officers, 
in punmance of his instructions, tiie log-boc^s and 
jonmals they had kept; which were delivered to him 
aoeoidingly, and sealed up for the inspection of the 
Admiralty. He. enjoined them also, and toe whole crew, 
not to divulge where they iiad heen, till they were per> 
mitted to do ao by their lordships ; an injunction, a com> 
pliance with which might probably be rendered some- 
what difficult, from tro natural tendency there is in 
men, to relate the extraordinary enterprises and adven- 
tares wherein they have been concerned. 

As the Resolution approached towards the Cape of 
Good Hope, she fell in first with a Dutch East India- 
man from Bencal, commanded by Captain Bosch , and 
next with an English Indiaman, being the True Briton, 
from China, of which Captain Broadly was the com- 
mander. Mr. Bosch very obligingly offered to our 
navigators sosar, arrack, and whatever he had to spare ; 
and Captain Broadly, with the most ready generosity, 
•ent them fresh provisions, tea, and varioua articles 
which could not rail of being peculiarly acceptable to 
people in their situation. Even a parcel of old news- 
papers furnished no slight gratification to persons, who 
had so long been deprived of obtaining any intellicence 
epnceming their countnr and the state of Elurope. From 
these vessels Captain Cook received some information 
with regard to what had hapbened to the Adventure^ 
alter her separation from the Resolution. 

On Wednesday, the 28d of March,* he anchored in 
'J\ble Bay ; where he found several Dutch ships, some 
French, and the Ceres, an English East Indiaman, 
bound directly for England, under the command of 
Captain Newte. By this gentleman he sent a copy of 



' * With our navigators, who had sailed round the 
world, it was Wednesday the 22d of March ; but at the 
Gape of Good Hope it was Tuesd^ the Slat 
Vol. IL C 
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the preceding part of the journal, some chuta, and 
other drawings to the admiralty. 
Daring the circttttmavigation of the globe, &ojSk the 

Eiriod of our commaoder*8 leaving the Cape of Good 
ope to his return to it again, he had sailed no lean 
than twenty thousand leagues. This was an extent of 
voyage nearly equal to tl^e times the equatorial cir> 
oumference of the earth, and which had never been ac- 
complished before, by any ship, in the same compass 
of duration. In such a case, it could not be a matter 
of surprise, that the rigging and sails of the Resolution 
should be essentially dt^nsged, and even worn out : and 
vet, in all this great run, which had been made in every 
latitude between nine and seventy-one, she did not 
sprine either law mast, top-mast, lower or top-sail yard ; 
nor tiid she so much as break a lower or top-mast 
shroud. These happy circumstances were owing to the 
good properties of the vessel, and the singular care and 
abilities of her officers. 

On the remainder of the voyage it is not necessary to 
enlarge. Though it was conducted with the same at- 
tention to navigation and geography, and with the same 
sagacity in marking whatever was worthy of observa- 
tion, nevertheless, as it was not employed in traversing 
unknown seas, or in discovering countries that had not 
been heard of before, it may be sufficient briefly to men- 
tion the places at which Captain Cook touched, before 
his arrival in England. The repairs of the ship having 
been completed, and the necessary stores ^rotten on 
board, tog^er with a fresh supply of provisions and 
water, he left the Cape of Good Hope on the 27th of 
April, and reached the island of St. Helena on the 15th 
of Bfay. Here he staid till the 21at, when he sailed for 
the island of Ascension, where he anchored on the 26th. 
From this place he directed his course, on the 31st, for 
the island of Fernando de Noronha, at which he arrived 
on the 9th of June. 

In the progress of the voyage, our commander made 
an experiment upon the still for procuring fresh water ; 
and tne result of the trial was, that the invention is 
useful upon the whole, but that to trust entirely to it 
would ]rf no means be advisable. Indeed, provided 



SSCOND ▼OTAOS. 8S 

there 10 not a scarcity of fuel, and the ceppeni are food, 
as much water may be obtained as will support life; 
but BO efforts will he able to procure a quantity suffi- 
cient for the {MesenratioD of liealth, especially in hot 
cGmates. Captain Cook was convinced, by experience, 
that nothing contributes more to the health of seamen, 
than havlBff plenty of water. 

On the I^h of July, the captain came to an anchor 
in the Bay of Fayal, one of the Azores islands. His 
■ofe desi^ of stopping here was to give Mr. Wales an 
opportunity of finaing the rate of the watch, that hereby 
he miefat be enabled to fix the longitnde of these islan<n 
with the greater degree of certainty. No sooner, there- 
fore, had our commander anchored, than he sent an 
officer to wait oifthe English consul, and to acquaint 
the goTcrnor with the arrival of our navigators', request- 
ing his permission for Mr. Wales to make observations 
on ahore, for the .purpose now mentioned. Mr. Dent, 
who then acted as consul, not only obtained this per- 
mission, but aroommodated Mr. Wales with a conve- 
nient place in his garden, to set up his instruments. 

This object being accomplished, Captain- Cook pro> 
eeeded, on the 19th, with all expedition for England. 
ONn the 90th of the same month, he anchored at Spit* 
head, and landed at ifortsmooth ; having been absent 
from Greet Britain three years and eighteen days, in 
which time, and under all changes of climate, he had 
lost Iwt four men, and only one of them by sickness* 



CHAPTER V. 

Adtxjunt of Captain Cock during the period between hU 
Second Voyage and his Voyage to the Pacific Oceanu 

Thk able manner in which Captain Cook had con- 
ducted the preceding voyage, the discoveries he had 
made, and his complete determination of the grand 

Sunt he had been sent to ascertain, justly and power- 
lly recommended him to the protection and encou- 
ragement of all those who MM patronised the under- 
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taking. No alteration had occurred, during his ab* 
sence,- in the presidency of the admiralty department. 
The noble lord, whose extensive views had taken such 
a lead in the plans of narigation and discovery, still con- 
tinued at the head of that board ; and it could not be 
otherwise than a high satisfaction to him, that so extra* 
ordinary a degree of success had attended his designs 
for the entai^ement of science. His lordship lost no 
time in representing Captain Cook's merits to the king ; 
nor did his majesty stand in need of solicitations to show 
favour to a man, who had so eminently fulfilled his 
royal and munificent intentions. Accordingly our navi- 
gator, on the 9th of August, was raised to the rank of 
post captain. Three days afterwards, he received a more 
distinguished and substantial mark of Aesppiobation of 
government ; for he was then appointed a captain ia 
Gremiwich Hospital ; a situation which was intended to 
afford him a ploisiiMr and honourable reward for his il- 
lustrious labours ana services. 

It will easily be supposed, that the lovers of science 
would, in general, be peculiarly attentive to the effects 
resiilting from Captain Cook's discoveries. The adcii- 
tions he had made to the knowledge of geography, 
navigation and astronomy, and the new views no had 
opened of the diversified «tate of human life and man- 
ners, could not avoid commanding their esteem, and 
exciting their admiration. With many persons of phi- 
losophic literatiu« he was in the habits of intimacy 
and friendship ; and he was particularly acquainted 
with Sir John Pringle, at that time president of the 
Royal Society. It was natural, therefore, that his 
scientific friends should 'wish him to become a member 
of this learned body ; the consequence of which was, . 
that, in the latter end of the year 1775, he was pro- 
posed as a candidate for election. On the 29th of 
February, 1776, he was unanimously chosen: and he 
was admitted on the 7th of March. The same even- 
ing, a paper wss read, which he had addressed to Sir. 
John Pringle, containing an account of the method he 
had taken to preserve the health of the crew of his 
majesty's ship the Resolution, during her voyaee round 
the world. Another paper, at the request of uie presi* 
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dent, was'cnminiinicated by him, en the 18th of April« 
relative to the tides in the South Seas. The tides par- 
ticularly considered were those in the Endeavour River, 
on the east coast of New Holland. 

A still greater honour was in reserve for Captain 
Cook, than the Section of him to be a common mem- 
ber of the Roval Society. It was resolved by Sir John 
Pringle and the council of the society, to bestow ujpon 
him th,o estimable prize of the gold medal, for the best 
experimental paper of the year ; and no determination 
eouJd be founded in sreaier wisdom and justice. Jf 
Captain Cook had made no important discoveries, if he 
haa not determined the question concerning a southern 
continent, his name would havA been entitle to immor- 
tality on account of his humane attention to, and his 
nnparalleled success in preserving the lives anid health 
of nis seamen. 

He had good reason, upon this head, to assume the 
pleasureaUe, but modest langua^ with which he has 
concluded his narrative of his second navigation 
round the globe : ** Whatever," says he, ** may be the 
pttbUc judgment about other matten, it is with real aar 
tinfaction, and without claiming any merit, but that of 
attention to my duty, that 1 can conclude this account 
with an observation, which facts enable me to make, 
that our having discovered the possibility of preserving 
health among a numerous ship s company, lor such a 
length ^time, in such varieties of climate, and amidst 
such continued hardships and fatigues, will make tfaie 
voyage remarkable, in the opinion of every benevolent 
person, when the disputes about the southern continent 
shall have ceased to engage the attention, and to divide 
the judgment of philosophers." 

It was the custom of Sir John Pringle, at the deli> 
very of Sir Godfrey Copley's annual medal, to give 
an elaborate discourse, containing the history of that 
part of science for the improvement of which the 
iQedal was conferred. Upon the present occasion, the 
president had a subject to ealai^ge upon, which was 
perfectlv congenial to his disposition and studies. His 
own lire had been much employed in pointing out the 
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meHnB which tended not only to cure, bat to preventy 
the diseaees of mankind ; and, therefore, it was with 
peculiar pleasure and affection, that he celebrated the 
conduct of his friend, who, by precautions equally 
wise and simple, had rendered the circumnairigation 
of the globe, so far as health is concerned, quite a 
harmless undertaking. Towards the bc^nning of his 
discourse. Sir John justly asks, ** What int^uiry can be 
BO useful as that, which bath for its oliyect the saving 
the lires of men? and when shall we find one more 
successful . than that before us ? Here,*' adds the pre- 
sident, ** are no vain boastings of the empiric, nor in- 
genious and delusive theories of the dogmatist : hat a 
a concise and artless, and an incontested relation of 
the means, by which, under divine favour, Captain 
Cook, with a company of a hundred' and eighteen men, 
performed a voyage of three years and eighteen day% 
throughout all the climates, fitHA fifty-two degrees 
north to seventy-one degrees south, with the loss of 
only one man by sickness. — I would now inquire,** 
proceeds Sir John Pringle, '* of the most conversant 
m the study of bills of mortality, whether, in the most 
heakbfnl climate, and in the best condition of li^ they* 
have ever found so small a number of deaths, within 
that space of time ? How great and agreeable then 
must our surprise be, after perusing the histories of long 
navij^ations in former days, when so many perished by 
marine diseases, to find the air of the sea acquitted of 
all malignity ; and, in fine, that a voyage rotfnd the 
world may be undertaken with less danger, perhaps, 
to health, than a common tour in Europe !^ 
'' In the progress of his discourse, the president r^ 
counted tne dreadful calamities and destruction the 
scurvy had heretofore brought upon mariners in voy- 
ages of ereat length ; after which he pointed out at 
large, and illustrated with his own observations, the 
methods pursued by Captain Cook for preserving the' 
health of his men. In conclusion, Sir John remarked, 
that the Roysd Society never more cordially or more 
meritoriously bestowed the gold medal, that faithful 
■ymbol of their esteem and affection. *' For if," saye 
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lie, " Rome decreed the cmc erovm to him who mTed 
the life of a single citizen, what wreaths are diie to 
that man, who, having himself saved manT, perpetuates 
in your transactions the means by which Britain may 
BOW, on the most distant voyages, preserve numben of 
her intrepid sons, her mariners ; who, braving every 
danger, have so liberally contribated to the &me, 
to toe opulence, and to the maritime empire of their 
oountry."* 



^ ^r John Priagle*« Six Discourses, p. 145 — 147^ 
199. — It cannot but be acceptable to insert here. Cap- 
tain Cook'a enumeration of the several causes, to 
which, under the care of Providence, the uncoinmon 
good state of health, experienced by* his people was 
owin^. I shall not .trespass upon the reader's time in 
mentioning them all, hot con6ne myself to such as were 
found the most useful. 

** We were furnished with a quantity of mak, of 
whioh was made sioeel toorf. To such of the men as 
showed the least symptoms of the scurvy ; and also to 
such as were thought to be threatened with that disor- 
der, this was given, from one to two or three pints a 
day, each man ; or in. such proportion as the suiveon 
found necessary, which sometimes amounted to uree 
quarts. This is, without doubt, one of the best anti-' 
scorbutic sea medicines yet discovered ; and if used in 
time, will, with proper attoatioa to other things, I am 
persuaded, prevent the scurvy from snaking any great 
progress for a considerabie while. But I am not alto- 
gether of opinion that it will cure at sea. 

** Sour knmlj of which we had a large quantity, is 
not only a wholesome v^jetable food, but, in my judg- 
ment, highly anti-scorbutic ; and it spoils not by. keep- 
ing. A pound of this was served to aachman, when at 
sea, twice a week, or oftener, as was thought necessary. 
** PariiMt brcth was another great article of which 
we had a large supply. An ounce of Uiis to each man, 
or such other proportion as circumstances pointed out 
was boiled in their pease^ three days in the week ; and 
whan we were in piaoos where vegetables were to b^ 



One circamstance alone was wanthie te complete 
die pleasure an4 celebrity arising from me anigmnent 



got, it was boiled with them, and wheat or oatmeal, every 
morning for breakfast.; and also with pease and vegeta- 
bles for dinner. It enabled us to make several nourisb* 
ing and wholesome messes, and was the means of mak« 
ing the people eat a greater quantity of Togetables, thaa 
they would otherwise have done. 

**Rob of Lemon and Orange is an anti-scorbatic we 
were not without. The surgeon made uSe of it in many 
cases, with great success. 

** Among the articles of victualling, we were suppliwd 
with sugar in the rootti of otZ, and with teheat for a pait 
of our oatmeal t and were certainly gainers by the ex- ] 
change. Sugar, I spprehend, is a very good anti-scor* I 
butie ; whereas oil (such as the navy is usually supplied i 
with,) I am of opinion, has the contrary csffect. '' 

** But the introduction of the most salutaiy articles, 
either as provisions or medicines, will generuly prove 
onsuccesslul, unless supported by certain regulations. 
On this principle, many years eiperience, together with 
some hints I had from Sir Hugh Pslliser, Captains 
Campbell, Wallis,and other intelligent officers, enabled 
me to lay a plan whereby all was to be governed. i 

"The crew were at three watches, except upon some 1 
extraordinary occasions. By this means they were not 
so much exposed to the weather, as if they had been at 
watch and watch; and had generally dry clothes to 
shift themselves, when they happened to get wet. Care 
was also taken to expose them as little to wet weather 
as possible. 

** Proper methods were used to keep their penoiUL 
hammocks, bedding, clothes, &c., constantly clean and 
dry. Equal care was taken to kei^ the ship clean and 
dry betwixt decks. Once or twice a week she was air* 
ed with fires; and when this could not be done, she was 
smoked with gunpowder, mixed with vinegar or water. 
I had also, frequently, a fire made in an iron pot at the , 
bottom of the well, which was of great use in purifying ^ 
tbe air in the lower paita of the t&p. To this, and to 
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of Sir Godfrey Copley's medal. Captam Cook wn 
not himseir present, to hear the discourse of the pre* 



eleMilineM, as well in the ship as among the people, too 
great attention cannot be paid ; the least neglect occa- 
rions a putrid and disagreeable smell below, which no- 
thing bat fires will remove. 

"^^per attention was paid to the ship's coppers, so 
;that they were kept conatantlj cleap. 

b'^The fat which boiled out of the salt beef and pork, 
never suffered to be given to the people ; being <tf 
opinion that it promotes the Rcurvy. 

** I was careful to take in water wherever it was to be 
got, oven though we did not want it. Bccaase 1 look 
upon fresh water from the shore, to be more wholesome, 
Ulan that which has been kept some time on board a 
ship. Of this essential article we were never at an al- 
lowance, but had always plenty for every necessary pur- 
pose. Navigators in general cannot, indeed, expect, 
nor would they wish to meet with such advantages in 
this respect, as fell to my lot. The nature of our voy- 
age carried us into very high latitudes. But the hard- 
ships and dangers ins^arable from that situation, were 
in some degree compensated by the singular felicity we 
enjoyed, of extracting inexhaustible supplies of fresh 
water from an ocean strewed with ice. 

** We came to ^w places, where either the art of man, 
or the bounty of nature, had not provided some sort of 
reiVeshment or other, either in the animal or vegetable 
way. It was ray first care to procure whatever of any 
ikind could be met with, by eveir means in my power; 
,and to oblige our people to make use thereof, both bf 
Iny example end authority ; but tiie benefits arising fro^ 
^freshments of any kind soon became so obvious, that 
1 bad little occasion to recommend the one,- or to exert 
Uie other." . ^"1 

In a letter whu^b Captain Co<^ wrote to Sir John 
^ngle, just before he embarked on his last voyage, 
ibted Plvmouth Sound, July 7, 1776, he expressed him- 
Mlf as iollowa : "^ I entirely agree with you, that the 
dearness of the rob of lemons and of orangeg wiU hinder 

2* 
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ndent, and to reoetre the lionour conferred upon him. 
Some moQthf before the anniveisary of St, Andrew*! 
day, he had sailed on his last expedition. The medal, 
therefore, was delivered into the hands of Mrs. Cook, 
whose satis&ctioB at heing intrusted with so Taluabie 
a pledge of her husband's tepotation, cannot be que* 
tioned. Neither can it be doubted, but that the captain, 
before his departure from England, was fullj apprised 
of the mark of distinction which was intended for him 
by the Royal Society. 

Captain Cook, after the conclusion of his second 
▼oyage, was called upon to appear in the world in the 
character of an author. In the account that was pub- 
lished, by authority, of his fonner circumnavigation of 
the globe,^ as well as of those which had been per- 
formed by the Captains Byron, Carteret, and Wallis, 
it was thought requisite to procure the assistance of a 
professed literary man, whose business it should be to 
draw up a narrative from the several journals of these 
commanderB. Accordingly Dr. Hawkeswortii, as is 
universally known, was employed for the purpose. In 
the present case, it was not esteemed necessary to have 
recourse to such an expedient. Captain Cook was 
justly regarded as sufficiently qualified to relate Jiis 
own story. His journal only required to be divided 
into chapters, and perhaps to be amended by a few 
verbal corrections. It is not e^peaking extravagantly 
to say, that, in point of composition, his history of 
his voyage reflects upon him no small degree of credit. 
His style is natural, clear, and manly; being well 



them from bein|[ furnished in large quantities. But I 
do not think this so necessary ; for, thoivh they may 
assist other things, I have no great opinion of ihero 
alone. Nor have I a higher opinion of vinegar. My 
people had it very sparingly durmg the late voyage, and, 
towards the Jatter part, none at all ; and yet we expe- 
rienced no ill eflfect from the want of it. The custom 
of washing the inside of the ship with vinegar, Isehlom 
observed ; thinking that fire and smoke anawerod th* 
purpose much better." 
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Adapted to the mitgieet and to his own cbBneler : and 
it is possible, that a pen of more studied deganoe 
woala not have given any additional advantage to the 
narration. It was not till some time after Captain 
Cook*8 leaving England that the work was poUisned ; 
but, in the meanwhile, (he superintendence of it was 
undertaken by his learned and raluable friend. Dr. 
Douglas, whose late promotion to the mitre hath if- 
fordM pleasure to every literary man, of every deno- 
mination. When the Voyage appealed, it came re- 
commended by the accuracy and excellence of its 
charts, and by a g^reat variety of enjnavings, from the 
carious and beautiful drawings of JD. Ho«^ee* This 
work was followed bj the publication of me origloa! 
astronomical observations, which had been made by 
Mr. Wales in the Resolution, and I9 Mx^ Bayley in tfaie 
Adventure. It was at the expense of the commif- 
aioners of longitude that these obeervatiom were made, 
and a was by their order that they were printed. The 
book of Mr. Wales and Mr. fiaylev displays, in the 
strongest light, the scientific use and value of Captain 
Cook s voyage. 

Some of the otrcurostances which have now been 
mentioned have des^nedly been brought forward more 
early In point of time than should otherwise have been 
done, in order to prevent any interruption in tihe course 
of. the subsequent narrative. 

Though Captain.Cook was expected to sit do^n in 
repoee, after his toils and labours, the deei^ of fardter 
discoveries was not laid 4wide. The illuaion, indeed, 
of a Terra AustmUs tncfljgrntta, to any purposes of com- 
merce, colonization, and utilit^ had been dis|>eUed : but 
there was another grand question which remained to be 
determined ; and that was the practicability of a northern 
passage to the Pacific Ocean. 

It had long been a favourite obiect with navigators, 
and particularly with the English, to discover a shorten 
a more commodious, and a more profitable coarse of 
•ailing to Japan and China, and, indeed, to the East 
Indi^ in general, than by makine the tedious circuit of 
HIm Cape of Good Hope. To find a western paisage 



M Aceomn or captain cook bbtwisit 

imBd North America, had been attempted bj aereral 
bcAA ftdrenturers, from FrotMsher'a 'firat yoTii:get, in 
1576, to those of James and of Fox, in 1631. By these 
expoditioM a larf;e addkion was made to the knowledge 
of the northern extent of America, and Hudson's and 
Baffin's Bays were discorered. But the wished-for pas- 
nge, on that side, into the Pacific CKsean, was ttilb on- 
i^taiaed. Nor were the Tarious attempts of our coun- 
tiymen and of the Dutch, to find such a passage, by 
MuliDK round the north of ^sia, in an eastern direction, 
attended with better success- Wood's faihire, in 1676, 
appears to have concluded the long list of unfortunate 
expeditioiM in that century. The discovery, if not ab> 
■olutely despaired of, had been unsuccessful in such a 
number of instances, thiu it ceased, for omny yean, to 
be an object of pursuit 

Tin Question was again revived in the present oea- 
tuxv. Mr. Dobbs, a warm advocate for the probibility 
of a north-weflft passage through Hudson's Bay, once 
more recalled the attention of this countiy to that 
andertaking. In consequence of the spirit by him 
excited. Captain Middleton was sent out by govern- 
meot in 1741, anfl Captains Smith and More, in 1746. 
But, though an act of parhament bad been paseed, 
which secured a reward of twenty thousand pounds to 
^e discovery of ft passage, the accomplishment <^ this 
fiivourite ol:gect continued at as great a dbtance as 
ever. 

To ascertain a matter of such importance and mad|tii- 
tude in aavigation, was reserved to be another gloiy 
of ins present majes^'s reign. The idea was pecu* 
liarly suited to the enlightened mind of the noble lord 
■t we head of the admiralty, and he adopted it with 
aidoar. Preparatory to the execution of the design, 
Lord Mulgrave sailed with two ships to deteraune 
)iow^ navigation was practicable towards the north 
pole. In this expedition, his lordship met with the 
aame insuperaUe difliculties which nad been expe> 
risnced by fonner voyagers. Nevertheless, the expec- 
t^on of opening a communieation between the Pacific 
Wd Atlattio Oceaqsi by a northerly course, was not 
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tfbuidoned ; «nd it wu resolved that a voyafe Aotdd 
te undertaken for that purpose. 

For the conduct of an enterprise, the operations of 
'trinch were intended -to be so new, so extensive, and 
so various, it was evident that great ability, skill, and 
expeiience were indispensaUy neoessary. That Cap- 
tain Cook was of all men idie beet qualified for carry* 
mm it into execution, was a matter that could not be 
tsaUed iti question. But however ardently it might be 
'Wished diat he would take upon him the command of 
the setvice, no one (not even his fViend and patron, 
Lord Sandwich himselO presumed to 8<^cit him upon 
the suldgect. The benefits he had aheady confbriM on 
scienoe and navigatiiMi, and the labeurs and dangers 
he had gone through, were so many and greet, that it 
was not deeoied reasonable to ask him to engage in 
fresh perils. At the same time, nothing eould be more 
natural, than to conault him upon every thing relative. 
to the business ; and his advice was particularly re- 
ouested with regard to the properest person for con- 
ducting the vojrage. To determine this point,, the 
captain. Sir Hush Palliser, and Mr. Stephens were 
invited to Lord Sandwich's to dinner. - Here, besidei 
taking into consideration what officer should be re- 
commended to his muesty for accomplishing the pur- 
poses in view,, many things were said concerning the 
nature of the design. Its giUndeur and dignity, the 
consequences of it to navigation and scienoe, and the 
completion it wouM give to the whole syitflm of die* 
coveries were OnlargM upon in the cootm of tiie con- 
versation. Captain Cook was «o fired with tbe con- 
templation and representation of the object, that he 
started up, and declared that he himself would under- 
cake the direction of the oiterprise. It is eaay to sup- 
pose, with what pleasure the noMe lord and the 
other gentlemen received a propos^ which W98 so 
agteeable to their sepret wishes, and Which they 
thought of the highest importance towards $ttaininff 
the ends of the voyage. No time was lost by the Ban 
Of Sandwich, in la^ng the matter before the king; 
and Captam Cook was appointed to the command of 
the, etpedition on tlw lOtii of Febranry, 1776. At the 
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Mune tune it was agreed, that on bis return to Mag' 
land, be should be reetorod to bis situation at Grreen- 
wich ; and, if no vacancj occurred during the interval, 
the officer who ancceeded him waa to resign in his fik 
▼our. 

The command and the direction of the eDterpriee 
being thus happi^ settled, it became an otyect of great 
importance to determine what might be the beat.coiHBe 
that could be given to the voyage. AU former naviga- 
toiB round the ^be had returned to Europe by uie 
Cape of Grood Hope. But to Captain Cook the ar* 
dnous task wm now assi^ed, of attempting it by reach- 
ing the high nbrthetn latitudes between Asia and Ame* 
rica; and the adoption of this resolution was, I believei 
the result of his own reflections upon the subject, llie 
usual plan, therefore^ of discovery urns reversed ; so 
that, instead of a passage from the Atlantic to the I^i- 
.cific, one from the latter to the former wpe to be tried. 
Whatever openings or inlets there mi^ht be on the east 
aide of America, that lie in a direction which could 
aifoid any hopes of a passage, it was wisely foreeeeo, 
that the ultimate saccess of the expedition would de- 
pend upon there heing an open sea between the west 
aide or that continent and the extremities of . Asia. 
Accordingly, Captain Cook was ordered to proceed 
into the Pacific Oeean, through the chain of the new 
islands which had been visited by him in the southern 
tropic. After having crossed the equator into tbe 
northern parts of that ocean, he was then to hold such 
a course as might probably fix many interesting points 
in geography^ and produce intermediate discovenes, in 
his progress northward to the principal scene of hie 
operations. ' With re|;ard to his grand olject, it waa 
determined, for the wisest reasons, and after the most 
mature ddiberation and inquiry, that upon his arrival 
on the coast -of New Albion, he should proceed north- 
ward as ^r as the latitude of 65^, and not lose any time 
in exploring rivers or inlets, or Upon any other accountt 
until ne had gotten into that latitude. 

To give every possible encouragement to the pro- 
secution of the great des^ in view, the motives of 
interest were added to the obligatioBs of dn^. I9 the 
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act of parliament which passed in 174>(, the reward of 
twentT thousand pounds had only been held out to 
the ships belonging ia any of hu mafeat^s mJffecitf 
n^hile his majesty's own ships were exckided. Another, 
and more capital defect or this act was, that it con- 
fined the reward to such ships alone as should discover 
a passage througrh Hudson's Bay. By a new hiw, 
w^hich passed in 1776, both these de6cieneies were e^ 
lerctually remedied. It was now enacted, "That if 
any ship belonging to any of his mt^esty's sutgects, or 
to his majesly^ shidl find out, and sail throu^^h any pas- 
sage by sea, between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, 
in any dire(kumt or parallel of the northern hemisphere, 
to the northward of the &2P of northern latituae, the 
owners of such ships, if belonsing to any of liis mar 
jesty's subjects, or Ui€ commander^ officers, and seamen, 
of such skip belonging to his mq^esty, shall receive, as a 
reward for such discovery, the sum of twenty thousand 
pounds." 

That every thing mighfr be done which could fitcili- 
tate the success of the grand expedition. Lieutenant 
Fickersgill was sent out in 1776, with directions to 
explore the coast of Baffin's Bay^ and in the next 
year, Lieutenant Young was commissioned not only to 
examine the western parts of that bay, but to endeavour 
to find a passage on that side, from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific Ocean. NothiQg was performed by either of 
these gentlemen that promoted the purposes of Captain 
Cook's voyage. 

' Two vessels were fixed upon by government for the 
intended servfce ; the Resolution and the Discovery, 
llie command of the former was given to Captam 
Cook, and of the other to Captain Clerke. "To the 
Resolution was assigned die same complement of offir 
cers and men which she had during her preceding 
voyage ; and the only difference in the estaolishment 
of the Discovery from that of the Adventure, was in 
the single instance of her having no marine officer on 
board. 

From the time of the two ships being pat into com* 
Russion, the greatest degree if attention and seal was 
exerted fa^ the Earl of Stndwich and the rest of the 
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boud of ailmiraltSTt to have them equipped in the most 
completomanner. Both the yeaseU were ^applied with 
M much of erery necessary article as could conve- 
nieiitly, be ■towed, and with the best of each kind th^ 
could be procured. Wbateirer, likewise, the experience 
of tiM former voyages tiad sliown^o be of any utility 
in pieservlnf the health of seamen, was provided in 
a laijge abundance. That some permaiient benefit 
might be conveyed to the inhabitants of Otaheite, and 
of the other islands of the Facific Ocean, whom our 
navigators might happen to vuit, it was graciously 
commanded by his majesty, that an assortment of use- 
fal animals should be carried out to those countries. 
Accofdingly, a bull, two eows with their calves, and 
several sheep, with hay and corii for their subsistence, 
were taken on board; and it was intended to add 
other serviceable animals to tbese when Captain. Cook 
should arrive at the Cape of Giood Hope. With the 
same benevolent purposes, the captain was furnished 
with a sofflcient quantity of such of our European gar- 
den seeds, as could not &il of being a valuable present 
to the newly discovered islands, l^ adding fresh sup- 
plies of food to their own vegetable productions, ^y 
Older of the board of adminUty, many articles besides 
were delivered to our commander, which were cucn- 
lated, in- various ways, to improve die condition of the 
natives of the other hemispnere» Still farther to pro- 
mote a friendly intercourse with them, and to carry on 
a traffic that might be profitable on both sides,, an 
ample assortment was provided of iron tools and trin- 
kets. An attention no less huibano was extended to ^ 
die wantsof our own people. Some additional cloth* 
log, adapted to a cold climate, was ordered for the 
crews of tbe^two ships, and nothing was deiried to 
our navigators, that could be supposed to be in the 
least coirancive to their health* or even to their conve* 
nience. 

It was not to these thing9only, that the extraordi* 
naiy cue of Lord Sandwich, and of the other gentls" 
men at the head of the naval department, was confined. 
They were equally solicitous to afiTord every assistance 
that was calculated to render the expedition of pubtio 
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n| olflitf.- Several astronomical and nautical inatnmwmn 
I* were intrusted, by the board of longitude, to Captain 
nf Cook, and Mr. King his second lieutenant ; who had 
i undertaken to make the necessary observations, during 
t (he voyage, for the improvement of astronom j and navi- 
i; gation. It was originally intended that a professed ob- 
servatof should be sent out in the Resolution ; but the 
i scientific abilities of the captain and his lieutenant ren- 
r dered tbe appointment of such a person absolutely un- 
( wo c c s sa ry. The case was somewhat different with le- 
f gard to the Discorery. Mr. William BaylcT, who had 
i already given 8atiBfactoi7 prooft of his skill and dili- 
I genet as an observator, while he was employed in Cap- 
tain Fumeaux's ship, during the late vovage, was en- 
gained a second time, in that capacity, and appointed to 
i - sail na board Captain Clcrke^s vessel. The ckspartment 
of natural histoir was assigned to Mr. Anderson, the 
surgeon of the Resolution,^ who was aa willing, as he 
was well qualified, to describe every thing in that branch 
of scient^e which should occur worthy of notice. From 
the remarks of this gentleman. Captain Cook had de- 
rived considerable assistance in his last navigatioQ ; es- 
pecially with regard to the very copious vocabulary of 
the language of 0..aheite, and the comparative specimen 
of the languages of the other islands which luul then 
been visited. There were several young men among 
oar commander^s sea officers, who, under his direction, 
could be usefully employed in constructing charts, in 
taking views of the coasts and headlands near which 
our voyagers might pass, and in drawing plans of the 
bays and harbours in which they should anchor. With- 
out a constant attention to this object, the captain was 
sensible, that his discoveries could not be rendered pro- 
: fitable to future navigators. That he might go out with 
; every help, which could serve to make the result of the 
▼oj^age entertaining to the generality of readers, as well 
as instructive to the sailor and the scholar, Mr. Web" 
ber was fixed upon, and engaged to embark in the 
Resolution, for Uie express purpose oi supplying the 
unavoidable imperfections of written accounts, by ena- 
bli^ our people to preserve and to bring home, such 
^L. n. D 8 
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draw > i n jg B of th« most memorabfo soenes of their Cfiriai- 
wiitrotos, as covld only be executed by a profisaaed SlbA 
akilfiil aitist. 

As the last mark of the eitraordinary attention wUeh 
the Eari of Sandwidi, Sir Hugh PaUiser,a»d othera tft 
the board of admiralty had imiibrmly shown to the pre- 
parations for the expedition, they went down to Lon^ 
Reach, and paid a visit to the ships, on the 8th of June, 
to examine whether eyery thing was completed coi^ 
forraably to their intentions and orders, and to the aatia- 
faction of all who were to embark in the voyage. Hii 
lordship and the rest of the admirahy board, together 
with several noblemen and gentlemen of their acqtiafnf- 
ance, honoured Captain Cook, on that day, with their 
eompany at dinner. Both upon their coming on board, 
and their goine ashore, they were saluted with seyea*- 
teen guns, anawith three cheers. 

As the ships were to touch at Otaheite and the So- 
ciety Islands, it had been determined not to omit the 
only opportunity which might ever ofier of carryinjr 
Omai iMtck to his native country. Accordingly, he len 
London, on the 24th of June, in company with Captain 
Cook ; and it was with a mixture of regret and satisfac- 
tion that he took his departure. When England, and 
those who, during his stay, had honoured' him with their 
protection or friendship, were spoken of, his spirits were 
sensibly affected, and it was witn difficulty that he could 
refrain from tears. But his eyes began to sparkle witb 
joy, as soon as ever the conversation was turned to hie 
own islands. The good treatment he received in En|r. 
land had made a deep impression upon his mind ; and 
he entertained the highest ideas of the country and of 
the people. Nevertheless, the pleasing prospect he now 
had before him of returning home, loaded widi what, he 
well knew, would there be esteemed invaluable trea- 
sures, and the flattering hope, which the possession of 
these afforded him, of attaining to a distinguished supe- 
rioritv among his countrymen, were considerations 
which opouted, by degrees, to suppress every uneuy 
sensation. By the time he had gotten on board dieah^ 
be appeared to be quite happy. 
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Hb naJ9tty had funiabed Omai with an ample pro- 
Tiaion of every aiticle which our English iiavigatoa» 
daring their fbmer iateroourve with Otaheice ao4 the 
Society Islands, had observed to be in any estimation 
diere, either aa uaeful, or ornamental. Many pieaenta, 
likewise, of the same nature, had been made, him Iqr 
liord Sandwieh, Sir Joseph Banks, and seyeml other 

Kitlemen and ladies of ois aoquaiaunce. In short, 
fa dnrin^^ has residence in England, and at his depar> 
tare from il, no method bad been n^lected, which could 
be caleolated to render him the instroment of conveying 
to the inhabitanta of the islands of the Pacific Ocean, 
the most exalted ideaa of Uie greatness and generosity 
of the Britiah nation. 



CHAPTER VL 

Nbrmfies of Ckqutmn Cooie$ VotfOfrt to Ou Paafie 
Ocean, to ike period <^kulD«ath. 

Etbrt preparation for the voyage being completedf 
Captain Cook raeeived an order to proceed to Ply* 
month, and to take the Discovery under his command* 
Having, accordingly, given the proper directions to Cap- 
tain Ckgrke, he sailed from the Nore to the Downs, on 
tbe 25th of June. On the 30th of the same month, he 
aoehoted in Plymouth Sound, where the Discovery was 
nlready arrived. It was the 8th day of July before our 
commander received his instmetioBs for the vovage; 
nnd, at the aame time, he was ordered to proceed with 
the Resolution, to the Cape of Good Hope, Capuin 
Gierke, who waa detained in London, by some un- 
avoidable circumstances, was to follow as soon as he 
abonU join his ship. 

In the evening of the 12th, Captain Cook atood out 
•f Plymooth Sound, and pursued his course down the 
ehannoL It waa very early that he began his judicious 
•pniHiona lor praierving the bonlth of his crew ; fort 
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on the 17th, the ship was smoked between the flecks 
with gunpowder, and the spare sails were well aired. 
On the 90tb, the moon being totally eclipsed, the ' cap- 
tain observed it with a night telescope. He had not, 
on this occasion, an oppoitunitj of making many ob- 
servations. The reason wm, that the moon was hidden 
bediind the clouds the greater part of the time; and 
this was particularly the case, when the beginning and 
the end of total darkness, and the end of tbe ecliptet 
happened. 

It being found, that there was not hay and com anf^ 
ficient for the subsistence of the stock of animalw on 
board, till the arrival of our people at the Cape of Good 
Hope, Captain Cook determined to touch at Tene- 
riffe. This island he thought better adapted to the 
purposes of procuiing these articles, and other refieali- 
ments, than Madeira. On the 1st of August, he an« 
chored in the road of Santa Cruz, and inmiediately die* 
patched an officer to the governor, who, with the utmost 
politeness, granted every thing which our commander 
requested. ^ 

Were a jud^^ent to be formed from the appearance 
of the country in the neighbourhood of Santa Cruz, it 
nught be concluded that Teneriffe is so barren a spot, 
as to be insufficient for the maintenance even of its own 
inhabitants. It was proved, however, by the ample sup- 

Elies which our navigators received, tmit the islanden 
ad enough to spare for visitors. The necessary arti- 
cles of rmreshment were procured at such moderate 
prices, as to confirm Captam Cook in his opinion, that 
Teneriffis is a more eligible place than Madeira, for 
ships to touch at, which are bound on long voyages. In- 
deed, tbe wine of the latter island is far superior to that 
of the former ; but then it can only be purchased by a 
sum of money proportionably larger. 

During the short stay which the cap^in made at 
Teneriffe, he continued with great assiduity his astro- 
nomical observations; and Mr. Anderson has not a 
little contributed to the farther knowledge of the 
country, by his remarks on its general state, its natural 
appearances, its productions, and its inhabitants. He 
learned, from a sensible and well-tnfonned gentle^ 
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man, who retided in the island, that a shrub ia com- 
mon there, which agrees exactly with the description 
given by Tournefort and Linnaeus, of the tea shrub, as 
growing in China and Japan. It is reckoned a weed, 
and every year is rooted out in lu^ quantities from 
the vineyards. The Spaniards, however, sometimes 
use it as tea, and ascribe to it all the qualities of that 
which is imported from China. They give it also the 
name of tea, and say that it was found in the country 
'when the islands were first discovered. Another bota- 
nical curiosity is called the impregnated lemon ; which 
18 a perfect and distinct lemon enclosed within another, 
»nd differing from the outer one only in being a little 
more globular. 

The air and climate of Teneriffe, are, in general, re- 
markably healthful, and particularly adapted to give re- 
lief in pulmonary complaints. This the gentleman be- 
fore mentioned endeavoured to account for, from its be- 
ing always in a person's power to procure a different 
temperature of the air, by residing at different heights 
in the island. He expressed, therefore, his surprise that 
the physicians of England should never have thou^t 
of sending their consumptive patients to Teneriffe, m- 
•tead of Nice or Lisbon. 

Although it is not understood that there is any great 
similarity between the manners of the English and 
those of the Spaniards, it was observable, that the 
difference between them was very little perceived by 
Omai. He only said, that the Spaniards did not appear 
to be so friendly as the English ; and that, in their per- 
sons, they approached to some resemblance of his own 
countrymen. 

On die 4th, Captain Cook sailed from Teneriffe, and 
proceeded on his voyage. Such was his attention, both 
to the discipline and the health of his company, that 
twice in the space of five days, he exercisea them at 
great guns ana small arms, and cleared and smoked the 
ship mIow decks. On the evening of the 10th, when 
the Resolution was at a small distance from the island 
of Bonavista, she ran so close upon a number of sunken 
rocks, that she did but just weather the breakers. The 
situation i>f our vojragers, lor a few minutes, was very 
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mlannine. In this citDatioa the captaiD, widi the h 
pid coolness which distinguished his character, did not 
choose to sound, as that, without any possibility of lew- 
ening, might have heightened the danger. 

While ottr commander was near the Cape de Verde 
Islands, he had an opportunity of correcting an asserw 
tion of Mr. Nichelson's with regard to the manner of 
sailing by those islands, which, if implicitly trusted to, 
might proTfe of dangerous consequence. On the 19th, 
our navigators arrived before Port Praya, in the Island 
of St Jago : but as the Discovery was not there, and 
little water had been expended in the passage from Te* 
neriffe. Captain Cook did not think proper to go in; but 
stood to the southward. 

In the course of the voyage, between the latitudes 
of \9P and 7° north, the weather was generally daik 
mad ffloomy. The rains were frequent, and accom- 
panied with that close and sultry weather, which too 
often brings, on sickness in this passage. At such a 
time the worst consequences are to be apprehended i 
and commanders of ships cannot be too much upon 
their guard. It is necessary for them to purify the air be- 
tween decks with fires and smoke, and to oblige their 
people to dry their clothes at every opportunity. The 
constant observance of these precautions on board the 
Resolution was attended with such success, that the 
captain had now fewer sick men than on either of his 
former voyages. This was the more remarksble, as, in 
consequence of the seams of the vessel having opened 
BO wide, as to admit the rain when it fell, there was 
scarcely a roan who could lie dry in his bed ; and the 
officers in the gun room were ail driven out of their ca- 
Uns by the water that came throueh the sides. When 
■ettleJ weather returned, the caulkers were employed 
in repairing these defects, by caulking the decks and 
inside weather-works of the ship ; for the humanity of 
our commander would not trurt the workmen over the 
the sides, while the Resolution was at sea. 

On the 1st of September, our navigators crossed the 
eqoatoE Whole, on the 8th, Captain Cook was near 
the eastern coast of Brazil, he was at consideraUe 
pains to settle itp longitude, which, till some better 
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■ ■ tiua o iiu c tl ofaMrratioM an made oo shore in thtt 
eovntry, he conduded to be thirQr-five degrees and a 
hall^ or thirty-six degrees west, at most. 

As our people proceeded on their voyage, they fre- 
qaendy saw, in the nigltf, those luminoas marine ani- 
mals, which have formerly been mentioned and describ- 
ed. Some of them appeared to be considerably kiger 
than any which the captain had met with before ; and 
sometimes ther were so nnmeroas, that hundreds of 
them were-visible at the same moment. 

On the 18th of October, the Resolution came to an 
aaehor in Table Bay, at the Cape of Good Hope ; and 
the usual compliments having been paid to Baron 
Plettenberg, the governor, Captain Cook immediately 
atpplied himself to his customary operations. Nothing 
remarkable occurred till the evening of the 31st, when 
a tempest arose from the south-east, which lasted three 
days, and whidi was so violent that the Resolution was 
the only ship in the bay that rode out the gale without 
dragging her anchors. The effects of the stoim were 
sensibly felt by our people on shore; for their tents 
and observatoiy were torn to pieces, and their astroao- 
mical quadrant narrowly escaped irreparable damage. 
On the 3d of November, the tempest ceased, and th» 
next day the English were enabled to resume their dif- 
ferent employments. 

It was not till the 10th of the month, that Captain 
Cook had the satis&ction of seeing the Discovery arrive 
in the bay, and effect her junction with the Resolution. 
She had sailed from England on the Ist of August, and 
would have reached the Cape of Good Hope a week 
sooner, if she had not been driven ftom the cosst by the 
late storm. Every assaitance was immediately given to 
put her into a. proper condition for proceeding 6l& the 
▼ovage. 

While the necessary preparations for the future na- 
vigati<Mi were completinff, a disaster hapfwned with re- 

Krd to the cattle which had been carried out in the 
Molution. They bad been conveved on shore for 
the purpose of graaing. The bull, and two cows, 
with their calves, had been sent to graze along with 
some other cattle ; but Captain Cook was adnBed< to 
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Soon after, sftTeral of the ^oats, especially ^ makiSi 
together with some sheep died, notwithstanding all the 
care to prevent it, thiU was exercised by oar people. 
This mistbrtane was chiefly owing to the coldness of 
die weather, which now b^n to be felt in the most 
sensible manner. 

On the 12th land was seen, which, upon a nearer 
approach, was fband to consist of two islands, l^at 
which lies most to the south, and is the hirgest, was 
judged by Captain Cook to be about fifteen leagues in 
circuit. The northerly one is about nine leagues in 
circuit : and the two islands are at the distance of five 
leagues from each other. As the ships passed through 
the channel b^ween them, our voyagers could not 
discover, with the assistance of their best glasses, either 
tree or shrub on either of them. They seemed to have 
a rocky and bold shore, and their surface is for the 
most part composed of barren mountains, the summits, 
and sides of which were covered with snow. These 
two islands, together with four others which lie from 
nine to twelve degrees of longitude more to the east 
and neiirlyjn the same latitude, had been discovered b^ 
Captains Marion du Fresne and Crozet, French navi- 
ffstors, in Januanr, 1773, on their passage, in two ships 
nt>m the Cape of Good Hope to the Philippine Islands. 
As no names had been assigned to them in a chart of the 
Southern Ocean, which Captain Crozet communicated 
to Captain Cook in 1775, our commander distinguished 
the two larger ones l^ calling them Prince Edward's 
Islands, after his majesty's fourth son. To the other 
four, with a view of commemorating the discoverers, he 
gave the name of Marion's and Crozet's Islands. 

Though it was now the middle of summer in this 
hemisphere, the weather was not less severe than what 
is generally met with in England in the very depth of 
winter. Instead, however, of being discouraged by this 
circumstance, the captain shaped his course in such a 
manner, as to paas to the southward of IVIarion's and 
Crozet's Islands, that he might get into thn latitude df 
land which had been discovered by M. de Kerguelen, 
another French navigator. It was part of oar comr 



Br*8 iiMtractions to examine whether a good hu^ 
boar might not here be found. 

As o«ir voyagetBi OQ the 24th, were steerinp^ to the 
eaatwardf a log clearing up a little, which had involved 
them fur some time, and which had rendered their na- 
vigation both tedious and dangerous, land was seen, 
baring south-south-east. Upon a nearer approach, it 
was found to be an island of considerable height, and 
•bout three leagues in circuit. Another island, of the 
•ame maonitude, was soon afimr discovered, and in a 
abort space a third, besides some smaller ones. At 
times, as the fog broke awaj, there was the appearance 
Inland over the small islands, and Captain Cook enters 
tained thoughts of steering for it, by running in be- 
tween them. But, on drawing nearer* he found tliat» 
so long as the weather continned foggy, diis would be 
a perilous attempt. For if there should be no passage, 
or if our people should meet with anj sudden danger, 
tbere was such a prodigious sea, breaking on all the 
shores in a frightful sur^ that it would have been im- 
possible for tte vessels to be gotten off. At the same 
time, the captain saw another island ; and as he did 
not know how many more might succeed, he judged it 
prudent in order to avoid getting entangled among 
unknown lands in a thick fog, to wait for clearer 
vireather. 

The island last mentioned is a high round rock, 
which was named Blighe's Cap. Our commander had 
received some very slight information concerning it at 
Teneriffe, and his sagacity for tracing it was such, as 
immediately led him to determine, that it was the same 
that M. de Kerguelen had called the Isle of Rendez- 
vous. His reason for giving it that name is not very 
apparent: for nothing can rendezvous upon it but 
fowls of tl^e air, it being certainly inaccessible to every 
«>ther animal. The weather beffinning to clear up. 
Captain Cook steered in for the land, of which a faint 
view had been obtained in the morning. This was 
Kerguelen's land. No sooner had our navigators got- 
ten off Cape Francois than they observed the coast, 
to the southward, to be much indented by projecting 
points and bays ; from which circumstance they were 
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jvuriaus tneoda. Such was the daofer of the aant 
galioii, thirt the ships had more than once a yeiy oais 
vow eseape. On the same day, another harbour watf 
discovered, in which the Tessels came to an anchor fi^ 
one night Here the captain, Mr. Gore, and Mr. 
Bayley went on shore to examine the country, which 
diey found, if possible, more barren and desolate than 
the land that lies about Christmas Harbour ; and yet, 
if the least fertility were any where to be expected, 
it ouffht to have existed in this place, which is com- 
plete^ shekered Iron the bleak and predominating 
southerly and westerly winds. Our commander ob* 
•erred, with regret, that there was neither food nor 
eoTering ibr cattle of any sort; and that, if he left 
any, they must inevitably perish. Finding no enconr* 
agement to continue his researches, he weired anchor 
and pot to aea on the 90th, luiviAg given to the har^ 
hour the name of Port PbUiser. 0^ the same day, 
lie came to a point, which proved to be the very eastern 
extremis of Kerguelen's Land. In a large bay, near 
this point, there was a prodigious quantity of sea-weed, 
some of which is of a most extraordinary length. It 
seemed to be the same kind of vmtabte woduction 
that Sir Joseph Banks had formerly distinffuislied by the 
appellatimi offucas gigmUeua, Althoogn the stem i» 
not much thicker than a man*s hand. Captain Cook 
thought himself well warranted to say, that a part of it 
grows to the length of sixty fathoms and upward. 

The resuh of the examination of Kerguelen's Land 
was, that the quantity of latitude which it occupies doth 
not much exceed one degree and a quarter. Its extent, 
firom east to west, still remains undecided. At its firrt 
discovery it was probably Mpposed to belong to a 
southern coAttnent ; but, in fact, it is an island, and that 
of no great extent If our commander had not been 
unwilling to deprive M. Kerguelen of the honour of its 
bearing his name, he would have been disposed, from 
its sterility, to call it the land of Desolation. 

It should here be mentioned, that M. de Kerguelen, 
made two visits to the coast of this country ; one in 
1772, and another in 1773. With the first of these 
voyagei^ Captain Cook had only a very slight acquaint^ 
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cnee, and to die lecond he wai totaUy a itrangw; go 
that he acaively had anv opportunity of comparing his 
own diaeoTeriei with raoae of the French navigator. 
M. de Kergiielen was peculiarly onfoitunate, in having 
done hilt Tittle to coinplete what he had befgan ; for 
thoush he discovered a new land, he could not, in two 
e^tpcsditions to it, once faring his ahipe to an aiudior 
upon any part of its coasts. Captain Cook had either 
fewer difficulties to struggle with, or was more auccess- 
fttl in surmounting them. 

During the short time in which our voyagers lay in 
Christmas Harbour, Mr. Anderson lost no opportunity 
of tfearchin^ the country in every direction. Perhaps 
no place, hitherto discovered, under the same parallel 
of latitude, affords so scanty a field for a natural histo* 
nan. AH ftat could be known in the space of time 
allotted him, and probably all that will erer be worthy 
to be known, was collected by^this sentleman. A ret- 
dure, which had been seen at a uttle distance from 



the shore, gave our people 1^ flattering expectation 
of meeting with a variety ofMpmge ; but in this thev 
were greatly deceived. On landing, it was pereeivedi 
that the lively colour whish had imposed upon them, 
was occasioned only by one small plant, not unlike 
some sorts of taxifrage. It grows in large spreading 
tnfta, a considerable way up the hills. The whole 
catalogue of plants does not exceed sixteen or eighteen^ 
including several kinds of moss, and a bMutiful 
species of Uchen, which rites hi^ier up from the rocks 
tnan the rest of the vegetable productions, liiere is 
not the appearance of a shrub in the whole country. 
Nature has been somewhat more bountiftil in furaish^ 
ing it with animals : though, strictly speaking, they 
are not inhabitants of the place, beins ' all of the ma* 
rine kind. In general, the land is oidy used fay them 
for Ineeding, and as a resting-place. Of these animals 
the most eonsiderable are seals; being of that soit 
which is called the ursine ieal. The Inrdb, which hare 
already been mentioned as very numerous, chiefly 
consist of penguins, ducks, petrels, albatrosses, shaga, 
gulls, and sea-swallows. Penguins, which are §u su- 
perior in Bomber to the rest, are of three kiodsi ons 
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of w^ich had never beeivteen bj anj of our voyafenif, 
before. The rocks, or foundations ofthe hills, are prin- i 
cipally composed of that dark blue and very hard stone, ' I 
which seems to be one of the most uniyersal produc- , 
tions of nature. Nothing was discovered that mid tho ' 
least appearance of ore or metal. 

From this desolate coast Captain Cook took bis de- 
partnre on the Slst, intendiiur, agreeably to his in- 
sbructions, to touch next at New Zealand ; that he 
miffht obtain a recruit of water, take in wood, and . 
mm hay for the cattle. Their number was now 
considerably diminished: for two young bulls, one' 
of the heifers, two rams, and several of the goats, 
had died while our navigators were employed in 
exploring Kergaelen's Land. For some time they 
had frfesn gales, and tolerably clear weather. But 
on the 3d of January, 1777, the wind veered to the 
north, where it continued eight days^ and waa at- 
tended with so thick a fog, tluit the ships ran above 
three hundred leagues in the dark. Occasionally 
the weather would clear up, and give our people 
a sight of the sun; but this happened very ael- 
dom, and was always of snort continuance. - How- 
ever, amidst all the darkness produced by the fog, 
the vessels, thou^ they seldom saw each other, , 
were so fortunate, in consequence of frequently ' 
firing guns as signals, that they did not lose com- 
pany'. On the 12th, the northerly winds ended in 
a calm. This was succeeded, in a little time, by 
a wind from the southward, which brought on a rain, 
that continued for twenty-four hours. At the end of . 
the rain, the wind freshened, and. veering to the west ' 
and north-west, was followed by fair and clear . 
weather. 

Nothing very remarkable occurred to our voyagen i 
till the 24th, when they discovered the coast of 
Van Dieman*s Land ; and, on the 26th, the shipa 
came to an anchor in Adventure Bay. Captain 
Cook, as soon as he had anchored, ordered the • 
boats to be hoisted out ; in one of which he went 
himself^ to look for the most commodious place for 
obtaining the neoeMaty mppliea. Wood and wster 



were found in abundance, and in places rafficiently 
eonvenient; bat grass, which was most wanted, was 
■carce, and, at the same time, very coarse. Necessity, 
however, obliged our people, to take up with such as 
could be procured. 

On the -28th, the English, who were employed in 
eutting wood, were agreeably surprised with a visit 
from some of the natives. They consisted of eight men 
and a boy, who approached our Toyagers not only, 
without fear, but with the most perfect confidence and 
freedom. There was only a sinne person among them 
who had any thing which bore the least appearance of 
a weapon, and that was no more than a stick about two 
ibet long, and pointed at one end. These people were 
quite naked, and wore no kind of ornaments ; unless 
some large punctures, or ridg^, raised in different parts 
of their Iradies, either in straight or curved lines, may 
be considered in that light. Most of them had their hair 
and beards smeared with a red ointment ; and the fkcea 
of some of them were painted with the same composi- 
tion. Every present which Captain Cook made tnem 
they received without the least appearance of satisfac- 
tion. Of bread and elephant fish, which were ofiTered 
tbem, they refused to taste, but showed that they were 
Ibnd of birds, as an article of food. Two pigs, which 
the captain had brought on shore, having come within 
their reach, they seized them by the ears, as a dog 
would have done, and would have carried them off im- 
mediately, apparently with no other intention than to 
kill them. Our commander being desirous of knowing 
the use of the stick which one of the Indians had in his 
hands, he si^ified, by signs, his wishes to that purpose. 
His intimations so far succeeded, that one of th^ set 
np a piece of wood as a mark, and threw at it at the 
distance of about twenty vards. There was but little 
reason to commend his dexterity ; for, after repeated 
trials, he was still very wide from his object. Omai, to 
convince the natives how ranch our weapons were su- 
perior to theirs, then fired his mosket at the mark, l^ 
which they were so greatly terrified, that, notwithstand- 
ing all the endeavours of the English to quiet their 
minds, they ran instantly into the woods. 

Vol. IL E 3» 
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After tho retreat of the Indians, Captain Cook, jadg' 
ing that their fears would prevent their remainiag 
near enough to observe what passed, ordered the tv^^o 
pigs, being a boar and a sow, to be carried aboot a mile 
witlun the head of the bay, and saw them left there, bj 
the side of a fresh-water brook. It was, at first, hb 
benevolent intention to make an additional present to 
Van Dieman*s Land, of a young bull and cow, toge- 
ther with some sheep and goats. But, upon reflection 
he laid aside his design ; being persuaded that the 
natives would destroy them, from their incaj^aci^ of- 
entering into his views with regard to the improve^ 
ment of their country. As pigs are animals which 
toon become wild, and are fond of the thickest cover 
of the woods, there was the greater probability of 
their being preserved. For the accommodation of tiie 
other cattle, an open place must have been chosen ; in 
which situation they could not possibly have been con- 
cealed many days. 

On the 29th, about twenty of the inhabitants, men 
and boys, joined Captain Cook and such of his peoirfe 
as had landed with nim, without manifesting the least 
amn of fear or distrust It was remarkable, that one 
of the Indians was conspicuously deformed ; nor was 
he more distinguished by the hump upon his back, 
^an by the drollery of lus fl;estures, and the humonr 
of his speeches ; which had the appearance of being 
intended for the entertainment of our voyagers. Un- 
fortunately, the language in which he spoke to them 
was wholly uninteUigible. To each of the present 
group the captain save a string of beads and a medal, 
which they seemed to receive with some satisfaction. 
On iron, and iron tools, they appeared to set no value. 
There wjisiteason to believe, that thsj were even ig- 
norant o^ fiahrbooks ; and yet it is dimcult to suppose, 
that a people who inhabit a sea-coast, and who were 
not observed to derive any part of their sustenance 
ftom the productions of the ground, should be unac- 

auainted with some mode of catching fish. However, 
ley were never seen to be thus em|rfoyed ; nor was 
any canoe or vessel discovered by whi^h thev could go 
upon the water. Though they had rejected the kind 
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offish which had been offered them, it was evident that 
■hell fish made a part of their food. 

After Captain Cook had left the shore, several wo- 
men and children made their appearance, and were 
introduced to lieutenant King by some of the men 
that attended them. These females (a kangaroo skin 
excepted, which was tied over their shoulders, and 
■eemed to be intended to support their infants) were 
as naked and as black as the men, and had their bodies 
marked with scars in the same manner. Many of the 
children had fine features, and were thought to be 
pretty ; bat a less favourable report was made of the 
women, and 'especially of those who were advanced in 
years. Some of the gentlemen, however, belonging to 
the Discovery, as our commander was informed, paid 
their addresses and made liberal offers of presents, 
which were rejected with great disdain. It is certain, 
th^ this eallantry was not very agreeable to tbe men : 
for an elderly man, as soon as he observed it, ordered 
the women to retire. The order was obeyed ; but, on 
the part of some of the females, with the appearance of 
a little reloctance. 

On the present occasion. Captain Cook made some 
proper and pertinent reflections, which I shall deliver 
in Kis own words: "This conduct,*' says he, "of 
Europeans among savages, to their women, is highly 
blameable ; as it creates a jealousy in their men, that 
may be attended with consequences fatal to the suc- 
cess of the common enterprise, and to the whole body 
of adventurers, without advancing the private purpose 
of the individual, or enabling him to gain the object of 
his wishes. I belfeve it has generally been found, 
amongst uncivilized people, that where the women 
are easy of access the men are the first to offer them 
to strangers; and that, were this is no^ the^ ^^?®* 
neither the allurement of presents, nor the oppVttu'nity 
of privacy, will be likely to have the desired effect. 
This observation, I am sure, will hold good through- 
out all the parts of the South Sea where I have been. 
Why then should men act so absurd a part, as to risk 
their own safety and that of all their companions, in 
pursuit of a gratification, which they have no probability 



68 CAPTAIN cook's 

While our navigators were at Van Dienma's Land, 
they were aucceasful in obtaining a plentiful crop of 
oraas for their cattle» and such as was far more excel- 
lent than what they had met with at their first going on 
shore. The quantity collected was judged by the captain 
to be sufficient to last till his arrival in New Zealand. 

Van Dieman's Laud had been visited twice before. 
That name bad been given it by.Taaman, who dis- 
covered it in 1612 ; from which time it had escaped 
all notice of European navigators, till Ci^ptain Fur- 
neauz touched at it, in 1773. It is well known that it 
is the southern part of New Holland, which is by far 
tha largest island in the world ; indeed, so large an 
island, as almost to deserve the appeU^on of a conti- 
nent. 

While Captain Cook was at this coantry, he neglect- 
ed nothing which could promote the knowled^ of 
science and navieation. Here, as every where else, he 
settled the latitude and longitude of places ; marked the 
variations of the compass, and recorded the nature of 
the tides. He corrected, likewise, an error of Captain 
Fumeauz, with respect to the situation of Marians 
Island ; on which sulgect he hath candidly remarked, 
that his own idea is not the result of a more faithful, 
but merely of a second examination* 

Mr. Anderson, during the few days in which the 
ships remained in Adventure Bay, exerted his usual 
diUgenoe in collecting as full an account as could be 
obtained in so short a period of time, of the natural 
productions and the inhabitants of the country. little 
can be said concerning either the personal activity or 
genius of the natives. The first, they do not seem to 
possess in any remarkaUe degree ; and, to all appear- 
ance, they have less of me last, thitn even the nalf> 
animated inhabitants of Terra del Fuego. Their not 
expressing that surprise whidh might nave been ex- 
pected, from their seeing men so much unlike them- 
selves, and things to which they had hitherto been 
utter strangers ; their indifference for the presents of 
our people, and their general inattention, were suffi- 
« cient testimonies that they are not endued with any 
aouteness of understanding. What the ancient poets 
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tell us of Fauna and Satyrs living in hollow trees, is 
realized at Van Diemen's Land. Some wretched con- 
atructiona of sticks, covered with bark, and which did 
not deserve the name of huts, were indeed found near 
the shore : but these seemed only to have been erected 
for temporary purposes. The most comfortable habita- 
tions of the natives were afforded by the largest trees. 
These had their trunks hollowed out by fire, to the 
heieht of six or seven feet ; and there was room euoush 
in them for three or four persons to sit round a hearui, 
made of clay. At the same time, these places of shelter 
are durable ; for the people take care to leave one side 
of the tree sound, which is sufficient to keep it in luxu- 
riant growth. The inhabitants of Van Diemen*s Land 
are undoubtedly from the same stock with those of the 
northern parts of New Holland. Their langua^, in- 
deed, appeared to be different ; but how for the differ- 
ence extended, our voyagers couM not have an oppor- 
tunity of determining. With regard .to the New Hol- 
landers in general, there is reason to suppose that they 
oriffinaliy came from the same place with all the Indiana 
of me South Sea. 

On the 30th of January, 1777, Captain Cook sailed 
from Adventure Bay, and on the 12th of February 
came to an anchor at his old station of Queen Char- 
lotte's sound, in New Zealand. Being unwilling to 
lose any time, he commenced his operations that very 
afternoon. By his order, several of the empty water 
casks were inimediately landed^ and a place was begun 
to be cleared for setting up the two observatories, and 
the erection of tents, to accommodate a guard, and the 
rest of the company, whose business might require 
them to remain on shore. Our navintors had not 
long been at auchor, before a number oT canoes, filled 
with natives, came alongside of the ships. However, 
very few of them would venture on board ; which ap- 

Eared the more extraordinary, as tiie captain was well 
own to them ^|1, and they could not be insensible 
how liberally ^.e had behavea to them on former occa- 
sions« There was one man m particular, whom he had 
treated with remarkable kindness, during the whole of 
his last stay in this place ; and yet, neither profoasiona 
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of fhendship, nor presents, coold prevul upon him to 
enter the Resolution. 

There was a real cause for this shyness on the part 
of the New Zealanders. A dreadful event had nap- 
pened to some of Captain Furneaux*s crew, while he 
lay in Queen Charlotte's Sound, after he had finally 
separated from Captain Cook, in the former voyage. 
Ten men, who had been sent out in the large cutter to 
gather wild greens, for the ship's company, were kilted 
in a skimish with the natives. What was the canse 
of the quarrel could not be ascertained, as not one of 
the company survived to relate the story. Lieutenant 
Bumey, who was ordered to go in search of them,' 
found only some fragments of their bodies; from which 
it appeared, that they had been converted into the food 
of the inhabitants. It was the remembrance of this 
event, and the fear of its being revenged, which now 
rendered the New Zealanders so fearful of enterinp^ 
the English vessels^ From the conversation of Omai, 
who was on board the Adventure when the melancholy 
affair happened, they knew that it could not be un- 
known to Captain Cook. The captain, therefore, judged 
it necessary to use every endeavour to assure them of 
the continuance of his friendship, and that he should 
not disturb them on account of the catastrophe. It was 
most probably in consequence of this assurance, that 
they soon laid aside all manner of restraint and dis- 
trust. 

In the meanwhile, the operations for refitting the 
ihips, and for obtaining provisions, were carried on 
with great vigour. For the protection of the party on 
shore, our commander appomted a guard of ten ma- 
rines, and ordered arms for all the workmen, with 
whom Mr. King, and two or three petty ofiScers, con- 
stantly remained. A bo^ was never sent to a con- 
siderable distance without being armed, or without be- 
ing under the direction of such officers as might be de- 
pended upon, and who were well acquainted with the 
natives. In Captain Cook's former visits to this eoun* 
try» he had never made use of such precautions ; nor was 
be now convinced of their absolute necepsity. But, 
Biter the tragical fate of the crew of the Adventure's boat 
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in this floand, and of Captain Marion da Frame, and 
Miome of his people in the Bay of Islanda, (in 1772,) it 
was impossible to free oar navigators from all appre- 
hensions of experiencing a similar calamity. 

Whatever suspicions the inhabitants mi^t at first en- 
tertain, that their acts of barbarity would be reyenged, 
the^ very speedily became so perfectly easy upon the 
subject, as to take np their residence close to oar voy- 
agers : and the advantage of their coming to live with 
the English was not inconsiderable. Every day, when 
the weather would permit, some of them weut out to 
catch fish, and our people generally obtained, by ex- 
changes, a good share of the produce of their laoours, 
in addition to the supply which was afforded by our 
own nets and lines. Nor was there a deficiency of ve- 
getable refreshments ; to which was united spruce-bcter 
for drink- ; so that if the seeds of the scurvy had been 
contracted by any of the crew^ they would speedily 
have been removed by such a regimen. The fact, how^ 
ever, was, that there were only two invalids upon the 
sick lists in both ships. 

Cariosities, fish, and women, were the articles of 
commerce supplied by the New 2*ealander8. The two 
first always came to a good market ; bat the latter did 
not happen, at this time, to be an acceptable commodi- 
ty. Our seamen had conceived a dislike to these peo- 
ple, and were either unwilling or afraid to associate 
with them ; -the good effect of which was, that our 
commander knew no instance of a man's quitting hia 
station, to go to the habitations of the Indians. A 
connexion with women it was oat of Captain Cook's 
^ower to prevent; but he never encouraged it, and 
always was fearful of its consequences. Many, indeed, 
are of opinion, that such an intercourse is a great 
aecarity among savages. But if this should ever be 
the case with those who remain and settle among 
them, it is generally otherwise with respect to tra- 
vellers and transient visitors. In such a situation as 
was that of oar navigators, « connexion with the 
women of the natives, twtrays more men than it saves. 
''What else,*' says the coptain, "can reasonably be 



eipected, since all their views are selfish, withoot the 
least mixture of regard or attachment? My own expe- 
rience at least, which hath been pretty extensive, hath 
not pointed out to me one instance to the contrary." 

Amongst the persona who occasionally visiteid the 
English, was a chief of the name of Kahoora, who, as 
Captain Cook was informed, had headed the par^ that 
cut off Captain Furneaux's people, and had himself 
killed Mr. Rowe, the officer who commanded. This 
man our commander was strongly solicited to put to 
death, even by some of the natives ; and Omai was per* 
fectly eager and violent upon the subject. To these so- 
licitations the captain paid not the least degree of atten- 
tion. He even admired Kahoora's courage, and was 
not a little pleased with the confidence with which he 
had put himself into his power. Kahoora had placed 
his whole safety in th« declarations that Captain Cook 
had uniformly made to the New Zealanders ; which 
were, that he had always been a friend to them all, and 
would continue to be so, unless they gave him cause to 
act otherwise ; that as to their inhuman treatment of 
our people, he should think no more of it, the transac- 
tion having happened long ago, and when he was not 
present ; mt that, if ever they made a second attempt 
of the same kind, they might rest assured of feeling the 
weight of his resentment. 

While our commander, on the 16th, was making an 
excursion for the purposes of collecting food for his 
cattle, he embraced the opportunity to inquire, as ac- 
curately as possible, into the circumstances which had 
attended the melancholy fate of our countrymen. 
Omai was his interpreter on this occasion. The re- 
sult of the inquiry was, that the quarrel first took ilB 
rise from some thefts, in the commission of which 
the natives were detected ; that there was no preme- 
ditated plan of bloodshed; and that if these thefts 
had not, unfortunately, been too hastily resented, no 
mischief would have happened* Kahoora*s greatest 
enemies, and ev^n the very men that had most eai> 
nesdy solicited lids destruction, confessed, at the same 
time, that he had no intention of quarrelling with Cap* 



S^'^^ty^r" P^Pl®' and »"cl» le« of kiUinr any of 
mem, til! the fray had actually coimnenced. 

- VS2f '!i£®''r*^-°?°?^ in thU his last Tudt to New 
Zealand, the solicitude he had formerly shown to be of 
some essential future service to the country. To one 
ctaef he gave two goats, a male and a female, with a 
kid ; and to another two pigs, a boar and a sow. Al- 
thoQgb he obtamed a promise from both these chiefi. 
that they would not kill the animals which had beeii 
presented to them, he could not Yenture to place any 
^at reliance upon theu- assurances. It was his full 
mtenuon, on his present arrival in Queen Charlotte's 
Bound, to have left not only goats and hogs, but sheen, 
together with a young bull and two heifers. The a©! 
complishment, however, of this resolution depended 
either upon his finding a chief, who was powerful 
enough to protect and keep the cattle, or upon his 
meetmff with a. place where there might be a probabili- 
ty of their being concealed from those who would iat- 
norantly attempt to destroy them. Neither of these cir- 
cmnstances happened to be conformable to his wishes. 
At different times he had left in New Zealand ten or 
a d6zen hogs, besides those which had been put on 
shore by Captain Fumeaux. It will, therefore, be a 
little extraordinary, if this race of animals should not 
increase and be preserved, either in a wild or domes- 
L ■^®»®''»n *»**>• ^^r commander was informed- 
that Tiratou, a popular chief among the natives, had 
a number of cocks and hens, and one sow, in his 
eeparate possession. With regard to the gardens which 
bad formerly been planted, though Aey had almost en- 
tirely been neglected, and some of them destroyed. 
Any were not wholly unproductive. They were found 
to contain cabbages, onions, leeks, porslain, radishes, 
mustard, and a few potatoes. The potatoes, which Bad 
first been brought from the Cape of Good Hope, were 
greatly meliorated by change of soil ; and, with pro- 
per cultivation, would be superior to those produced in 
most other countries. 

A great addition ef knowledge was obtained, during 
fins voyage, vrith respect to the productions of New 
Zedaad, and the maimen and custosia of itt iahahit* 

4 
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Hfits. The zeal of Ctiptnin Cook upon the sul^ert 
was admirably seconded by the sedulous diligence of 
Mr. Anderson, who omitted no opportunity of collect- 
ing every kind and decree of information. 1 Bhall 
only so far trespass on the patience of my readers, as 
to mention a few circumstances tending to dehneate 
the character of the natives. They seemed to be a 
people perfectly satisfied with the little they dready 
Possess; nor are they remarkably cunous either m 
Sieir observations or their inquiries. New objects are 
so far from striking them with such a degree of sur- 
prise as might naturally be expected, that they scarcely 
fix their attention even for a moment. In the arts with 
which they are acquainted, they show as much inge- 
nuity, both in invention and execution, as any uncivila- 
ed nations under similar circumstances. Without 
the least use of those tools which are formed of metal, 
they make every thing that is necessary to procure 
their subsistence, clothing, and military weapons ; and 
all this is done by them with a neatness, a strength, 
and a convenience, that are well adapted to the accom- 
phshnient of the several purposes they have in view. 
Ko people can have a quicker sense of an injury done 
to them than the New Zealanders, or be more ready to 
resent it ; and yet they want one characteristic of true 
bravery; for they will take an opportunity of beiBy 
insolent, when they think there is no danger « 
their being punished. From the number of their wea- 
pons, and their dexterity in using them, it appom, that 
war is their principal professioa. rjndeed, their public 
contentions are so frequent, or rather so perpetual, that 
they must live under continual apprehensions of 
being destroyed by each other. From their horrid 
custom of eating the flesh of their enemies, pot only 
without reluctance but with peculiar satisfaction, it 
would be natural to suppose tnat they must be desti- 
tute of .every human feeling, even with regard to their 
own party. This, however, is not the case ; for they 
lament the loss of their friends with a violence of ex- 
pression which argues the most tender remembraace 
of them. At a very early age the children are initiated 
into all the practices, whether good or bad, of their 
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ftthera; so that a boy or girl, when only nine or ten 
years old, can perform the motions, and imitate the 
tVightfiil gestures, by which the more aged are accos- 
tomed to inspire their enemies with terror. They can 
keep likewise the strictest time in their song ; and it is 
with some degree of melody that they sing the tradi* 
tions of their forefalhere, their actions in war, and other ^ 
enbjects. The military achievements of their an- 
eestors, the New Zealanders celebrate with the highest 
pleasure, and spend much of their time in diversions 
of this sort, and in playing upon a masical instrument, 
which partakes of the nature of a flute. With respect 
to their language, it is far from being harsh or disa- 
freeafole, though the pronunciation of it is frequently 
guttural ; nor if we may judge from the melody of 
•ome kinds of their songs, is it destitute of those quali- 
ties, which fit it to be associated with, music. Of its 
identity with the languages of the other islands, through- 
out the South Sea, frew proofi were exhibited dunng 
the present voyage. 

At the request of Omai, Captain Cook consented to 
take with him two youths from New Zealand. That 
they mi|^t not quit their native country under any de- 
luding ideas of visiting it. again, the captain took 
care to inform their parents, in the strangest tenns^ that 
they would never return. This declaration seemed, 
however, to make no kind of impression. The iather 
of the youngest lad resigned him with an indifference, 
which he would scarcely have shown at parting with 
his dog, and even stripped the boy of the little clothing 
he possessed, delivering him quite naked into the hands 
of our voyagers. This was not the case with the mo- 
ther of the other yodth. She took her leave of him with 
all the marks of tender affection, that might be expect- 
ed between a parent and a child on such an occasion ; 
but she soon resumcid her cheerfulness, and went away 
wholly unconcerned. 

On the 25th of the month, Captain Cook stood out 
of Queen Charlotte*s Sound, and by the 27th got clear 
of New 2Sealand. No sooner had the ships lost sight 
of the land, than the two young adventurers from that 
eoontiy, one of whom was nearly eighteen years of 
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age, and the other about ten, began deeply to repent 
of the step they bad taken. It waa the experience of 
the aea-nckness which gave this tarn to their refleo- 
tiona ; and all the soothing encouragement the Eloglish 
could think of, waa but of little avail. They wept, 
both in public and in private, and made their lamenta- 
tion in a kind of song, that seemed to be expressive of 
the praises of their country and people, from which 
they were to be separated for ever. In this dispoaitioa 
they continued for many daya ; bat as their sea-eick- 
ncas wore off, and the tumult of their minda aubaided* 
the fita of lamentation became leaa and leas fiequent, 
and at length entirely ceased. By degrees, their native 
country and their fnenda were forgotten, and they ap- 
peared to be as firmly attached to our nav^tgrt, as if 
they had been born in England. 

HI the prosecution of &e voyage, Captain Cook met 
with unfavourable winds ; and it waa not till the 29th. 
of Maroh that land was discovered. It waa fbund to 
be an inhabited island, the name of which, as waa 
learned from two of the natives, who came off in a 
canoe, is Mangeea. Our commander examined the 
coast with his boats, and had a short intercoune with 
some of the inhabitants.. Not being able to find a 

E roper harbour for bringing the ships to an anchorage, 
e waa obliged td leave the country unviaitMl, though 
it seemed capable of supi^ying all the wants of our 
voyagers. Tne Island of Mangeea is full five leases 
in circuit, and of a moderate and pretty equal hei|(ht. 
It has, upon the whole, a' pleasing aspect, and might 
be made a beautiful spot by cultivation. The inhabit- 
ants, who appeared to be. both numerous and well fed, 
seemed to resemble those of Otaheite and the Mar* 
quesas in the beauty oi their persona ; and the reseni' 
blance, as far as could be jddged in so short a compaaa 
of time, takes place with respect to their general dispo- 
sition and character. 

From the coast of Mangeea our commander sailed in 
the afternoon of the 90th, and on the next day land waa 
aj^n seen, within four leaguea of which tfaie ships aN 
rived on the lat of April. Our people could then pro- 
Qounoe it to be an iaiaad, nearly oi the 'same eppeat^. 
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ftnee and extent with that which had so lately been 
left. Some of the natives speedily put off in their ca- 
noes, and three of them were perauaded to come on 
board the Resolution ; on which occasion, their whole 
behaviour marked that they were quite at their ease, 
and felt no kind of apprehension that they should be 
detained, or ill used. In a visit from several others of 
the inhabitants, they manifested a dread of approaching 
near the cowa and hones ; nor could they form the least 
coBcepCiott of their nature. But the sheep and goata 
did not, in their opinion, surpass the limits of their 
ideas ; for they gave our navtgatore to understand that 
they knew them t« be birds. As there is not the most 
distant resemblance between a sheep or a goat, and any 
winged animal, this may be thought to be almost an in- 
crmlible example of human ignorance. But it should be 
remenybered, that, excepting hogs, dogs, and birds, these 
people were strangers to the exktence of any other land 
animals. 

In a farther intercourse with the natives, who had 
brought a hog, together with some plaintains and cocoa- 
nuts, they demanded a dog from our voyagers, and re« 
fused every thing besides which was offered in ex- 
change* One of the gentlemen on board happened to 
have a dog and a Intch which were great nuisances in 
the ship ; and these he might now have disposed of in 
a manner that would have been of real future utility to 
the isla^. But be had no such views in making them 
the companions of his voyage. Oraai, however, with a 
good nature that reflects honour upon him, parted with 
a favourite dog which he had brought from England ; 
and with this acquisition the people departed highly 
aatisfied. 

On the 3d of April, Captain Cook despatched Mr. 
Gore, with three boats, to endeavour to get upon tl • 
Island. Mr. Gore himself, Omai, Mr. Anderson, and 
Mr. Bumey, were the only persons that landed. The 
transactions of the day, of which Mr Anderson drew 
np an ingenious and entertaining account, added to the 
stock of knowledge gained by our naviffators, but did 
not accomplish Captain Cook's principal object. No- 
thing waa procMirea by the gentlemen, from the ialand, 
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that supplied the wants of the ships. In this expedi- 
tion, Ooiai displayed that turn for exaggeration, with 
which travellers have so frequently been charged. Be- 
in^ asked by the natives concernine the English, their 
ships, Uieir country, and the arms they paade us of^ his 
answers were not a little marvellous. He told these 
people, that our country had ships as laree as their 
island ; on board which were instruments of war (de- 
scribing our {runs) of such dimensions, that several per- 
sons might sit within them. At the same time, he as- 
sured the inhabitants, that one of these guns was suffi- 
cient to crush their whole island at a single shot. 
Though he was obliged to acknowledge that the suns 
on board the vessels upon their coast were but small, he 
contrived by an explosion of gunpowder, to inspire them 
with a formidable idea of their nature and effect. It is 
probable, that this representation of things contributed 
to the preservation or the gentlemen, in their enterprise 
on shore ; for a strong disposition to retain them had 
been shown by the natives. 

It seemed destined that this day should give Omai 
more occasions than one of bearing a principal part in 
its transnctinns. The island, though never visited by 
Europeans before, happened to have other strangers re- 
siding in it; and it was entirely owing to Omai*B 
having attended on the expedition, that a circum^nce 
BO curious came to the knowledge of the English. 
Scarcely bad he been landed upon the beach, when he 
found, among the crowd which had assembled there, 
three of his own countrymen, natives of the Society 
Islands. That, at the distance of about two hundred 
leagues from those islands, an immense unknown 
ocean intervening, with the wretched boats their inha- 
bitants are known to make use of, and fit only for a pass- 
age where sight of land is hardly ever lost, such a 
meeting, at such a place, so accidentally visited, 
should occur, may be well rj^arded as one of those 
unexpected situations with which the writers of feigned 
adventures love to surprise their readers. When events 
of this kind reallv happen in common life, they deserve 
to be recorded for ttieir singularity. It may easily be 
supposed with what matual surprise and satisfaction 
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interview of Omai with his coimtiymen waa at- 
tended. Twelve yearo before, about twenty peraons in 
number, of both aexet, had embarked on board a canoe 
at Otaheite, to croM over to the neighbouring island of 
Ulieta. A violent storm having arisen, wnich drove 
them out of their course, and their provisions being 
very scanty, they suffered incredible hardships, and'the 
greatest part of them perished by famine and fatigue. Four 
men only survived when the boat overset, and then the 
destruction of this small remnant appeared to be inevit- 
able. However, tbe^ kept hanging bj the side of the ves- 
sel, which they contmued to do for some days,, when they 
were providentially brought within sight of the people of 
this island, who immediately sent out canoes, and brought 
them on shore. The three men, who now survived, 
expressed a strong sense of the kind treatment they had 
received ; and so well satisfied were they with their pre- 
sent situation, that they refused an offer which waa 
made them of beinp^ conveyed to their native country. 
A very important instruction may be derived from the 
preceding narrative. It will serve to explain, better 
than a thousand conjectures of speculative j^asoners, 
how the detached parts of the earth, and, in particular, 
how the islands of the South Sea, though lying remote 
fiom an^ inhabited continent, or from each other, may 
have originally been peopled. Similar adventures 
have occurred in the history of navigation and ship- 
wrecks. 

The island oo which Mr. Gore, Mr. Andereon, Mr. 
fiumey, and Omai, had landed, is called Wateeoo by. 
the natives, and is a beautiful spot, having a surface 
eomposed of hills and plains which are covered with 
a verdure rendered extremely pleasant by the diversity 
of its hues. Its inhabitants are very numerous ; and 
manv of the young men were perfect models in shape , 
besides which, th«y had complexions as delicate as 
diose of the women, and appeared to be eonally amia- 
Me in their dispositions. In their manners, their general 
habits of life, and their religious ceremonies and opi- 
nions, these islanders, have a near resemblance to tne 
people of C^aheite, and its neighbouring isles ; and their 
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language waa well understood, be<fi l^ Omai and dM 
two New ZealalMere. 

The next place vished hj Captain Cook was a small 
island, called Wennooaette, or Otakootaia, to whiclr 
Mr. Gone was sent, at the head of a party who pro- 
cured about a hundred cocoa-nuts for each ship, and 
some grass, together with a quantity of the leaves and 
branches of youn? trees, for the csttle. Tliougfa at 
diis time, no inhabitants were found in Wennooaette, 

{ret, as there remained indubitable marks of its beine, at 
east, occasionally- frequented, Mr. Gore left a hatchet, 
and several* nails, to the full value of what had been 
taken away. 

On the dth, our commander directed bi« course for 
Harvey^s Island, which was only at the distance of fi^ 
teen leagues, artd where he hoped to procure some re- 
freshments. This island had been discovered by him, 
in 1773, during his last voyage, when no traces were 
discerned of its having any mhabitants. It was now 
experienced to be well peopled, and by a race of roea 
who appeared to differ much, both in person and dis* 
position, from the natives of Wateeoo. Their behaviour 
was disorderly and clamorous : their colour wsa of a 
deeper cast ; and several of them had a fierce and rag- 
ged aspect. It was remarkable, that not one of them 
bad adopted the practice, so generally prevalent among 
the people of the Southern Ocean, of puncturing or 
iatooing their bodies. But, notwithstanding this singu- 
larity, the most unequivocal prooft were exhiUted of 
their having the same common origin ; and their lan- 
guage, in particular, approached still nearer to the dialect 
of Otaheite, than that of Wateeoo, or Mangeea. No 
anchorage for the ships being found in Harvey*s Island, 
Captain Cook quitted it without delay. 

The captain bein^ thus disappointed at all the islands 
he had met with, since his leaving New Zealand, and 
his progress having unavoidably ^en retarded by un- 
favourable winds, and other unforeseen circumstances, 
it became impossible to think of doing any thing thia 
year in the high latitudes of the northern hemisphere, 
from which hi was still at so great a distance, tnoogh 
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hi thin MiMitioii, it was absolately neceaairy, in the firet 
places tO" porsue such raeasansa as were most likely to 
preserve the eattle that wem on board. A still more 
capital ofajeet was to save the stores and provisions of 
the ships, that he might die better be enabled to pro9e- 
eme hie ^scoveriea to the north, which could not now 
be commenced till a year later than was originally in- 
tended. If he had been so fortunate as to have pro^ 
cured a supply of water, and of grass, at any of the 
islands he had lately vuited, it was his purpose to have 
stood back to the south, till be had met wita a westerly 
wind. Bat the certain consequence of doing this, witb> 
oat such a supply, would have been the loss of all the 
cattle ; while, at the same time, not a sinsle advantage 
would have been gained, with regard to the grand ends 
of the voyage. He determiqed, therefore, to bear away 
for the Friendly Islands, where he was sure of being 
abundantly provided. 

In pursuing his course, i^reeably to this resolution, 
ear commander, on the 14th, reached Palmerston 
Island, where, and at a neighbouring islot, both of 
which were uninhabited, some little relief was obtained 
The boats soon procured a load of scurvy-ffrass and 
young cocoa-nut trees, which was a feast for tne cattle 
and the same feast with the addition of palm-cabbage, 
and the tender In^nches of the icAarra tree, was con- 
tinued for several days. On the 16th, Omai, being on 
■bore with the captain, caught, with a scoop-net, in a 
veiy short time, as much fish as served the whole party 
for dinner, besides sending a quantity to both the 
■hips. Birds, too, and particularly men-of-war and 
tropic birds, were plentiruUy obtained; so that our 
navigators had sumptuous entertainment. Omaioicted 
as cook upon the occasion. The fish and the dIaIs he 
dressed with heated stones, after- the manner of hie 
eonntry ; and performed the operation with a dexterity 
and good humour which were greatlv to his credit* 
From the islot before mentioned, twelve hundred co* 
coa-nuts were procured, which being equally divided 
among the crew, were of great use to them, both on 
account of the juice and the kerneL There is no water 
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in the ulots which are comprehended under the name 
of F^mer8ton*B Island. Ii that article could be ob- 
tained, and good anchorage conld be accomplished 
within the ree^ Captain Cook would prefer this island 
to any of the uninnabited ones, for tne mere purpose 
of refreshment. The quantity of fish that might be 
caught would be sufficient ; and a ship's company cooM 
roam about unmolested by the petujance or the inha- 
Itttants. 

Different opinions have been entertained concerning 
the formation of the low islands in the great ooeaa. 
From the obsenrations which our commander now 
made, he was convinced, that such islands are ibzmed 
from shoals, or coral banlEs, and, consequently, that they 
are always increasing. 

After leaving P^merston's Island, Captain Cook 
steered to the west, with a view of making the best 
of his way to Annamooka. During his course, the 
showers were so copious, that our navigators saved a 
considerable quantity of water. Finding that a greater 
supply could be obtained by the rain in one hour, than 
could be gotten by distillation in a month, the captain 
laid aside the still as a thing which was attended with 
more trouble than profit. At this Ume, the united heat 
and moisture of the weather, in addition to the impossi- 
bilitv of keepinff the ships diy, threatened to be noxious 
to the health of our people. It was, however, remaric- 
able, that neither the constant use of salt food, nor the 
vicissitudes of climate, were productive of any evil 
effects. Though the only material refreshmenr our 
voyagers had received, since their leaving the Cape of 
Good Hope, was that which they had procured at New 
Zealand, there was not, as yet, a single sick person on 
board. This happy situation of things was undoubtedly 
owing to the unremitting attention of our commander, 
in seeing that no circumstance was neglected, which 
could contribute to the preservation of the health of his 
company. 

On the 28th of April, Captain Cook touched at the 
Island of Komango; and, on the Ist of May, he ar- 
rived at Annamooka. The station he took was the 
very same which he had occupied when he visited the 
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countiy three years before ; and it was probably, al- 
most in the same place where Tasman, the first dis- 
eoverer of this and some of the neighbouring islands, 
anchored in 1643. ' A friendly intercourse was imme- 
diately opened with the natives, and every thing was 
settled to the captain*s satisfaction. He received the 
greatest civilities from Toobou,the chief of Annamooka; 
and Taipa, a chief from the island of Komango, at- 
tached himself to the English in so extraordinary a man- 
ner, that, in order to be near them in the night, as well 
as in the day, he had a house brought on men*8 shoul- 
ders, a full quarter of a mile, and placed close to the 
shed, which was occupied by our party on shore. On 
the 6th, our commanaer was visited by a great chief 
from Tongataboo, whose name was Feenou, and who 
was falsely represented, by Taipa, to be the kine of all 
the Friendly Isles. The only interruption to the har- 
mony whicn subsisted between our people and the na- 
tives of Annamooka arose from the thievish disposition 
of many of the inhabitants. They afforded frequent op- 
portunities of remarking, how expert they were in the 
Dosiness of stealing. Even some of the chiefs did not 
think the profession unbecoming their dignity. One of 
them was detected in carrying a bolt out of tlte ship, 
concealed under his clothes ; for which Captain Cook 
sentenced him to receive a doxen lashes, and kept him 
confined till he had paid a hog for his liberty. ^After 
this act of iu^ice, our navigators were no longer 'trou- 
bled with thieves of rank : but their servants, or slaves, 
were still employed in the dirty work ; and upon them 
a flogging seemed to make no' ^ater impression, than 
it would nave done upon the mam-mast When any of 
them happened to be caught in the act^so far were their 
masters from interceding in their favour, that they often 
advised our gentlemen to kill them. Thb, ^however, 
being a punishment too severe to be inflicted, they gene- 
rally escaped without being punished at'^ll ; for of the 
shame, as well as of the pain of corporal chastisement, 
they appeared to be equally insensible. At length. 
Captain Clerke invented a mode of treatment, which 
was thought to be productive of some good effect. He 
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put the thieves into the hands of the barber, and com- 
pletely shaved their heads. In consequence of this 
operstion, they became objects of ridicule to their own 
countrymen ; and our people, by keeping them at a dis- 
tance, were enabled to deprive them of future oj^rtur 
nities for a repetition of their rogueries. 

The island of Annamooka being exhausted of its 
articles of food„ Captain Cook proposed, on the llth* 
to {HTOceed directly for Tongataboo. From this resolu- 
tion, however, he was diverted, at the instance of Fee- 
nou, who warmly reconmiended, in preference to it, an 
island, or rather group of islands, called Hapeee, lyuig 
on the north-east There, he assured our voyagen, 
they could be plentifully supplied with every p^ieshr 
ment, in the easiest manner ; and he enforced his advice 
by engaging to attend them thither in person. Ac- 
cordingly, Hapaee was made choice of for the next 
station ; and tne examination of it became an ol^ect 
with the captain, as it had never been visited by any 
European snips. 

On the Im, our commander arrived at Hapaee, 
where he met with a most friendly reception from the 
inhabitants, and from Earoupa, the chief of the island. 
During the whole stay of our navigators, the time was 
spent in a reciprocation of presents, civilities, and so- 
lemnities. On the part of the natives were displayed 
single combats with clubs, wrestling and boxing-matches, 
£emale combatants, dances performed by men, and night 
entertainments of sin^g and dancins. The English, 
on the other hand, gave pleasure to the Indians by ex- 
ercising the mariners, and excited their astonishment by 
the exhibition of fire- works. After curio^ty had, on 
both sides, been sufficiently gratified, Captain Cook ap- 
plied himself to the examination of .Hapaee, Lefooga, 
and other neighbouring islands. As the ships were re- 
turning, on the 31st, from these islands to Annamooka, 
the Resolution was very near running full upen a low 
sandy isle, called Pootoo Pootooa, surrounded with 
breakers. It fortunately happened, that the men had 
just been ordered upon deck to put the vessels about, 
and were most of them at their stations ; so that Cht 
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iMoeaaary nMyrementg were ezeciued not only wkh 
judgment, Irat also with alenneu. This alone ^ved 
the ship and her company from destraction. " Such- 
hazardoue situations," sa^s the captain, " are the un- 
avoidable companions of ine man who goes upon avoy- 
age of discovery." 

During our commander's expedition to Hapaee, he 
was introduced to Poulaho, the real king of the Friendly 
Isles ; ia whose presence it instantly appeared how 
groundless bad been Feenoa's pretentions to that cha- 
racter. Feenou, however, was a chief of great note and 
influence. By Poulaho Captain Cook was invited to 
pass over to Tongataboo, which reqoest he complied 
with after he had touched, for two cm- three days, ait 
Annamooka. In the passage, the Resolution was ii^ 
sensibly drawn upon a large flat, on which lay innn- 
merable coral rocks of different depths below the sur- 
face of the water. Notwithstanding all the care and 
attention of our people to keep her clear of'them, they 
could not prevent her iVom striking on one of theee 
rocks. The same event happened to the Discovery; 
but fortunately, neither of the ships stuck &Bt, or re- 
ceived any damage. 

On the 10th of June, Captain Cook arrived at Ton- 
ffataboo, where the king was waiting for him upon the 
beach, and immediately conducted him to a small, but 
neat house, which, he was told, was at his service, dup> 
ing his stay in the island. The house was situated a 
little within the skirts of the woods, and had a fine 
large area before it; so that a more agreeable spot 
could not have been provided. Our commander's ar- 
rival at Tongataboo was followed by a succession of 
entertainments, similar to those which had occurred at 
Hapaee, though somewhat diversified in circumstances, 
and exhibited with additional splendour. The plea- 
sure, however, of the visit was occasionally interrupted 
by the thieveries of many of the inhabitants. Nothing 
could prevent their plundering our voyagers, in every 
quarter ; and they did Jt in the most aaring and inso- 
lent mannef. There was scarcely any thing which 
they did not attempt to steal ; and yet, as the crowd . 
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was always great, the captain woald ndt permit the 
sentinels to fire, lest the innocent shonld suffer with the 
guilty. 

Captain Cook, on the 19th, made a distribution of 
the animals which he had selected as presents for the 
principal men of the island. To Poalabo, the king, he 
gave a young English bull and cow, together with three 
goats; to Mareewagee, a chief of consequence, a Cape 
ram and two ewes ; and to Feenou, ahorse and a mare. 
He likewise left in the island a young boar and three 
Touog sows, of the English breed ; and two rabbits, a 
buck and a doe. Omai, at the same time, was instructed 
to represent the importance of these animals, and to ex- 
plain, as &r as he was capable of doing it, the manner 
m which they should be preserved and treated. Even 
the generosity of the captain was not without its incon- 
veniences. It soon appeared that some were dissatisfied 
with the allotment of the animals ; for next morning, 
two kids- and two turkey-cocks were missing. As our 
commander could not suppose, that this was an acci- 
dental loss, he determined to have theme again. The 
first step he took was to seize on three canoes that hap- 
pened to be alongside the ships ; afler which, he went 
on shore, and having found the king, his brother, Feenou, 
and some other chiefs, he immediately put a guard over 
them, and gave them to understand, that they must re- 
main under restraint, till not onlv the kid and the tur- 
keys, but the rest of the things which, at different times, 
had been stolen from our voyagere, should be restored. 
This bold step of Captafn Cook was attended with a 
very good effect. Some of the articles which had been 
lost were instantly broo^t back, and such good as-, 
surances were given with re^rd to the remainder, " 
that, in the afternoon, the chiefi were released. It was 
a happy circumstance, with respect to this transaction, 
that it did not abute the future confidence of Poulaho 
and his friends in the captain's kind and generous 
treatment. 

On the 5th of July was an eclipse of the sun, which, 
however, in consequence of unfavouraUe weather, was 
very imperfectly observed. Happily, the disappoint* 
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ment was of little consequence, as the longitade was 
more than sufficiently determined by lunar obeenra* 
tions. 

Captain Cook sailed from Tongataboo on the lOtfa^ 
and, two days after, came to anchor at the island of 
Middlebargh, or Eooa, as it is called by the inhabitants/ 
Here he was immediately visited by Taoofa, the chief 
with whom he had formerly been acquainted. The in* 
tercourse now renewed was friendly in the highest de- 
gree, both with Taoofa and the rest of the natives ; and 
our commander endeavoured to meliorate their condi- 
tion by planting a pine-apple .and sowing the seeds of 
melons, and other vegetabfes, in the chip's plantation. 
To this he was encouraged by a proof that his past en- 
deavours had not been wholly unsuccessful. He had, one 
day, served up to him at his dinner, a dish of turnips, 
being the produce of the seeds which he had left at 
Eooa in his last voyage. 

The stay which Captain Cook made at the Friendly 
Idands was between two and three months; during 
which time, some accidental difference excepted, there 
subsisted the utmost cordiality between the English 
and the natives. These differences were never at- 
tended with any fatal consequences ; which happy cir* 
cumstance was principally owing to the unremitting 
attention of the captain, who directed all his measures 
with a view to the prevention of such quarrels, as 
would be injurious either to the inhabitants or to his 
own people. So long as our navigators staid at the 
islands, tney expends very little of their sea pro- 
visions, subsisting, in general, upon the produce of 
the country, and carrying away with them a quantity 
of refreshments^ snfficient to last till their arrival at 
another station, where they could depend upon a fresh 
supply. It was a singular pleasure to our commander, 
that he possessed an opportunity of .adding to the hap- 
piness of th^e good Indians, vby the useful animals 
which he left among them. Upon the whole, the ad- 
vantages of having touched at the Friendly Islands 
was very ereat ; and Captain Cook reflected upon it 
with peculiar satisfaction, that these advantages were 
obtained without retarding, for a single moment, tho 
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prosecation of the great object of his voyage ; t^ 
son for proceeding to the north having b«en prevtontly 
lost. 

Besides the immediate benefits which both tlie na- 
tives and the English derived from their roataal inter- 
course on the present occasion, slich a large addition 
was nove made to the geographical knowl^ge of this 
put of the Pacific Ocean, as may render no small ser- 
vice to future navigators. Under the denomination of 
the Friendly Islands, must be included not only the 

Sroup at Hapaee, but all those islands that have been 
iscovered nearly under the same meridian, to the t 
north, as well as some others, which though they have , 
never hitherto been seen by any European voyagers, { 
are under the dominion of Tongataboo. From the J 
information which our commander received, it appears, / 
that this Archipelaeo is v-?ry extensive. Above oney 
hundred and fifty islands were reckoned up by the na- 
tives, who made use of bits of leaves to ascertain their 
number ; and Mr. Anderson, with his usual diligence, 

Erocured all their names. Fifteen of them are said to 
e high or hilly, and thirty-five of them large. Ck»n* 
cerning the size of the thirty-two which were unez- 

{>lored, it can only be mentioned, that they must be 
arger than Annamooka, which was -ranked amongst 
the Smaller isles. Several, indeed, of those which be- 
long to this latter denomination, are mere spots, with» 
out inhabitants. Captam Cook had -not the least doubt 
but that Prince William's Island, discovered and sq 
named by Tasman, were comprehended in the list fur- 
nished by the natives. He had also good authority for 
believing that Keppe^s and Boscaweirs Islands, two of 
Captain Wallis's discoveries in 1765, were included in 
the same list ; and that they were under the sovereignty 
of Tongataboo, which is the grand seat of government. 
It must be left to future navigators to extend the geogra- 
phy of this part of the South Pacific Ocean, by ascer- 
taining the exact situation and size of nearly a hundred 
islands in the neishbourhood, which onr commander had 
no opportunity of exploring. 

Dunng the present visit to the Friendly Islands, 
laige aroitions were nuide to the knowledfge whteh 
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WM obtained, in the Luc voyage, of the natoni hiatorr 
and productiona of the coontnr, and the mannen and 
curtoRM of ite mhabkanta. Though it doea not fidl 
wjttan the plan of this narrative to enter into a detail 
^tbe paiticalara recorded, I cannot help taking notice 
^ «he explanation whichXaptain Cook has given of 
tbe tbieyiah disposition of the natives. It is an ezphma- 
two which reflects honovr upon Ms sagacity, humanir 
Qr, and candour ; and tl^refore I shall relate it in his 
own words: "The onl^defect*'* says he, ** sullying 
their character, that we know of, is a propensity to 
^eving; to which we fonnd those of all ages, and 
both sexes, addicted, to an uncommon degiee. It 
should, however, be considered, that this exception- 
able part of their conduct seemed to exist merely with 
respect to us ; for, in their general intercourse with one 
, another, I had reason to be of opinion, that thefts do 
not happen more frequently (perhaps less so) than in 
other countries!, the dishonest practices of whose 
worthless individuals are not supposed to authorise 
any indiscriminate censure on the whole body of the 
people. Great allowances should be made for the 
foibles of these poor natives of the Pacific Ocean^ 
whose minds we overpowered with the glare of olqects, 
equally new to them as they were captivating. Steal- 
ing, among civilized nations of the world, may well be 
considered as denoting a character deeply stained 
with moral, turpitude; with avarice, unrestremed by 
the known rules of right; and with proflisacy, pro- 
ducing extreme indigence, and neglecting the means 
of relieving it. But at the Friendly aqd other islands 
ivhieh we visited, the thefts so frequently committod 
by the natives, of what we had brought along with us, 
may be ftirly traced to less culpable motives. They 
seemed to arise solely from an intense curiosity or 
desire to possess something which they had not been 
accustomed to before, and belonging to a sort of 
people so different from themselves. And perhaps, if 
It were possible, that a set of beings, seemingly as 
snperiour in our judgment as we are in theirs uionld 
appear amongst us, it might be doubted, whether our 
mtaral regard to justice would be able to restrain 

4* 
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taiMj ^m &IIidg into the miae error. That I lave 
Mwgiied the true motive for their propensity to this 
yractice, appeals from their atealiog everj thing iiHii»- 
erinmately at firat sight, before they cmidd have the 
leaat conception of converting their priie to any one 
naefial purpose. But I believe, with n«, no persoM 
would forfeit his reputation, or expose himself to p«- 
niahment, without knowing, beforehand, how to em- 

Sloy the stolen goods. Upon the whole, the pilfering 
ispeaition of these islanders, though certainly disa- 
greeaMe and troublesome to strangers, was the mf^ana 
of affording us some informalion as to the quickness of 
their intellecu.** 

With respect to the religion of these Indians, Mr. 
Anderson maintains, that they have very proper senti- 
ments concerning the iounateriality and immortality 
<^ the soul ; and thinks himself sufficiently acthorised 
to a ss o r t , that they do not worship any thing which is 
the work of their own hands, or any vi iible part of the 
creation. The language of the Friendly Islands has 
the neatest imaginable conformity witlv that of New 
Zeaund, of Wateeoo, and Mangeea. Several hun> 
dveda of the words of it were collected by Mr. Ander- 
son ; and amongst these are terms that express numbers 
reaching to a hundred thousand. Beyond this limit 
they never went, and probably were not able to go faN 
4her; for it was observed, that when they had gotten 
tbos far, they conunonly used a word which expresaea 
an indefinite number. 

Qn the I7th of July, our commander took has 0nal 
leave of the Friendly Islands, and resumed his voyage. 
An eclipse was observed in the night between the 20th 
and the 21st ; and on the 8th of August land was dis- 
covered. Some of the inhabitants who came off in 
canoes seemed earnestly to invite our people to go on 
shore; but Captain Cook did noHhink proper to run 
the risk of losmg the advantage of a fair wind, for the 
seke of examining an island, which appeared to be of 
little consequence. Its name, as was Teamed from the 
natives, who spoke the Otaheile language, is Too- 
beuai. 

Panning his coune^ the captain reached Otaheite 
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on the ISth, and ileered for Oheitqirfia Bay, willi aa 
JBlention to anehor there, in order to draw what n- 
freahments he could from the south-east part of the 
iahind, before he-went down to MataYai. Omai's firat 
reception among hit eountrjmen was not entirelj c^ 
a flattering -nature. Though several persons came on 
board who knew him, and one of them was his brotheiv 
in-law, there was nothing reraarkaUy tender or striking 
in their meeting. An interview which Omai had, on the 
13ch, with bis sister, was agreeable to the feelings of 
nature ; for their meeting was marked with enMessions 
of tender affeelioB, more easj to be coooeived than de- 
scribed. In a Visit, likewise, which he received from 
an aunt, the old lady threw herself at his feet, and plen- 
tifully bedewed thrai with tears of joy. 

Captain Cook was informed by the nativea, tfaal.^ 
flince he was last at the Island, in 1774, two ships had 
been twice in the Oheitepha Bay, and had left animals 
in the country. These, on further inquiry, were found 
to be hogs, doffs, goats, one bull, and a ram. That the 
vessels which had visited Otaheke were Spanish, jvas 
plain from an inscription that was cut upon a wooden 
cross, standing at some distance from the front of -a 
house which iud been occupied by the straagen^ On 
the transverse pait of the cross was tnscrSwd, 

Ckrisius vincU. 

And on the perpendicular part, 

Carcku III TmperaL 1774. 

Our commander took this occasion to preserve the mi^ 
noory of the prior visits of the English, by inscribing^ on 
the other skw of the post, 

Qeorgius tertius Rex, 

Annis 1767, 

17«9, 1773, 1774, ^ 1777. 

Whatever might be the intefntions of the Spaniards in 
their visit M tbe island, it ought to be remembered to 
their honour, that they behaved so well to the iahabit> 
ants, as always to ba spoken of in ihe strongest eapiee* 
dons of teteem and veneration. 
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Cftptain Cook had at this tiose an important affair to 
■ettie. As he knew that he could now be furniahed 
with a plentiful supply of cocoa-nuts, the liquor of 
which is an excellent and wholesome beverage, be was 
desiroas of prevailing upon his people to consent to 
their being abridged, during their stay at Otaheite and 
the neighm>nring islands, of their stated allowance of 
fpiiits to mix with water. But as this stoppage of a 
favourite article, without assigning- some reason for it, 
might occasion a general murmur, he thought it moat 
pmd^nt to assemble the ship^s company, and to make 
known to them the design of the voya^, and the 
extent of the future operations. To animate thena 
in undertaking with chee.rfulness and perseverance 
what lay before them, he took notice of the rewarda 
offered by parliament, to snch of his majeat]|r'8 sub- 
jects as should first discover a communication be- 
tween the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, in any di- 
rection whatever, in the northern hemisphere: and 
.also to such as should fiurst penetrate beyond the 
eighty-ninth degree of northern latitude. The cap- 
tam made no donbt, he told them, that he should 
find them willing to co-operate with him in atr 
tempting, as far as might be possible, to become 
entitled to one or both of these rewards ; but that, te 
give the best chance of success, it wodld be necesslary 
to observe the utmost economy in the expenditure of 
the stores and provisions, particularly the latter, as 
there was no probability of^tting a supply anv where, 
after leaving these islands. He strengthened his ar|ni- 
ment, by reminding them, that, in consequence of tke 
o]^rtttnity*8 having been lost of getting to the north 
this summer, the voyage must Iwt at least a year 
longer than had or^nally been supposed. He en- 
treated them to consider the various obstructions and 
difficulties they might still meet with, and the aggra- 
vated hardships they would endure, if it should be 
found neoeasary to pot them to short allowance, of 
any species of provisions, in a cold climate. For theae 
very aubatantiai reasons, he submitted to them, whe- 
^er it would not Im better to be prudent in time, and, 
rather than to incor the hazard of having no aptrii^ 
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left, when each a cordial woald moK be wanted, to con- 
■ent to give up their grog now, when so excellent a 
liquor as that of cocoa-nuts, could be substituted in its 
place. In conclusion, our commander feft the deter- 
mination of the matfdr entirely to their own choice. 

This speech which certainlv partook much of the na- 
ture of true eloquence, if a discourse admirably calcu- 
lated (br persuasion be entitled to that character, pro- 
duced its full efiect on the generous minds of En^ish 
seamen. Captain Cook had the satisfaction of finding 
that his proposal did not remain a single moment under 
consideration ; being unanimously and immcxliately ap- 
proved of, without the least objection. By oitr com- 
mander*s order, Captain Clerke made the same proposal 
to his people, to wnich they likewise agreed. Accord- 
ingly, grog was no longer served, excepting on Saturdav 
nights; when the companies of both snips had a full a(> 
lowance of it, that they might drink the healths of their 
friends in England. 

Oh the 24th, Captain Cook quitted the south-east 
part of Otaheite, and resumed his old station in Ma- 
tavai Bay. Immediately upon his arrival, be waa 
visited by Otoo, the king of the whole island, and their 
former friendship was renewed: a friendship tndiicb 
was continued without interruption, and cemented by 
a perpetual succession of civilities, good offices, and 
entertainments. One of our commander*s first otgects 
was to dispose of all the European. animals which 
were in the ships. Accordingly, he conveyed to Oparre, 
Otoo*s place of residence, a peacock and hen : a tur- 
key cock and hen, one gander and three geese, a drake 
acd four ducks. The geese and ducks bejgpui to breed 
before our tfavigators lefl their present station. There 
were already at Otoo*s, several goats, and the Spanish 
bull ; which was one of the finest animals of the kind 
that was ever. seen. To the bull Captain Cook sent 
the three cows he had on board, tosether with a boll 
of his own ; to all which were added the horse and 
mare, and the sheep that had still remained in the 
vesself. 

The captain found himself lightened of a very heavv 
burthen, u having tlispoaed of these pas s eng ers, it 
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ki sot eaqr to conceiTe the trouble and Texation, which 
bad attended the conveyance of this living caigo, through 
■iich yarioua hazards, and to so immense a distance. 
Bat the satisfaction which oar commander felt, in having 
been so fortunate as to fulfil his majesty's humane de- 
signs, in sending such valuable animals, to supply the 
wants of two worthy nations, afforded him an ample 
recompense for the many anjioua hoars he had passed, 
before this subordinate oi^ect of his voyage coald be 
carried into execution. 

At this time, a war was on the point of breaking out 
between the inhabitants of Eimeo and those of Otaheite ; 
and hj the Utter Captain Cook was reouested to take a 
part in their favour. With this request, however, though 
enforced by fnequent aqd urgjsnt solicitations, the cap* 
tain, according to his usual wisdom, refused to comply. 
He alleged, that, as he was not thoroughly acquainted 
with the dispute, and the , people of Eimeo had never 
offended him, W could not think himself at liberty to 
engage in hodUities a^nst them. With these reasons 
Otoo and most of the chiefs Appeared to be satisfied ; 
but one of them, Towha was so highly displeasedi 
that our commander never afterwards recovered hie 
ftiendship. 

Upon the present occasion. Captain Cook had full 
and undeniame proofs that the omring of human sa^ 
crifices forms a part of th9 religious institutioos of 
Otaheite. Indeed, he wi^ a witness to a solemnitv of 
this kind; the process of which he has particularly 
described, and has related it with the just sentiments 
of indignation and abhorrence. The unhappy victim, 
who was now offered to the object of worship, seemed 
to be a middle-aged man, and was said to be one of the 
lowest class of the people. But the captain could not 
learn, afler all his inquiries, whether the wretch had 
been fixed upon on account of his having committed 
any crime, which was supposed to be deserving of 
death. It is certain, that a choice is generally made, 
either of such guilty persons for the sacrifices, or oi 
common low fellows, who stroll about from place to 
place, without any visible methods of obtaining an 
Aoneet subaiatenoe. Thoee who are devoted to mery 
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tre never apprised of their fate, till the blow » given, 
that puts an end to their being. ' Whenever, open any 
particular emergency, one of the great chiefs conaiden 
a human sacrifice to be necessary, he pitches upon die 
victim, and then orders him to be suddenly fallen open 
and killed, either with clubs or stones. Althougn it 
should be supposed, that no more than one person ie 
ever devotecl to desthiction on any single occasion, at 
Otaheite, it will still be found that these occurrences are 
so frequent, as to cause a shocking waste of the human 
race ; for our commander counted no less than forty- 
nine skulls of former victin^ lying before the Moral, 
where he had seen another added to the number. It 
was apparent, from the freshness of these skulls, that no 
great length of time had elapsed, since the wretch«i to 
whom they belonged had been offered upon the altar 
of blood. 

There is reason to fear, that this custom is as eiten* 
give aa it is horrid. It ia highly probable, that it pre- 
vails throughout the widely-diffused islands of the 
Pacific Ocean ; and Captain Cook had particular evi- 
dence of its subsisting at the Friendly Islands. To 
what an extent the practice of human sacrifices was 
carried in the ancient world, is not unknown to the 
learned. Scarcely any nation was free from it in a 
certain state of society ; and, as religious reformation 
is one of the last efforts of the human mind, the prac- 
tice may be continued, even when the manners are 
otherwise far removed from savage life. It may havie 
been a long time before civilization has made such a 
progress as to deprive superstition of its cruelty, and 
to Qtvert it from barbarous rites to ceremonies, wlncl^ 
though foolish enough, are comparatively mild, gentle, 
and innocent 

On the 5th of Septei^ber, an accident happened 
which, though slight in itself, was of some conse- 

3uence from the situation of things. A voung ram of 
le Cape breed, which had been lambed and iM-ought 
up with great care on board the ship, was killed by a 
dog. Desirous ta Captain Cook was of propagating 
io useful a race, among the Society Islands, the loas of 
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a ram was a serioiis misfortune. It was the only one 
he had of that breed ; and of the English breed a single 
ram was all that remained. 

Captain Cook and Captain Clecke, on the 14th, 
mounted on horsebacki and took a ride round the 

Klain of Matavat to the great surprise of a large num* 
er of the natives, who attended upon the occasion, 
and gazed upon the gentlemen with as much astonish- 
ment as if they had been Centaurs. What the two 
captains had begun was afterwards repeated every day, 
by one and another of our people; notwithstanding 
which, the curiosity of the Otaheitans still continued 
unabated. They were exceedingly delighted with these 
animals, after they had seen the use which was made 
of them. Not all the* novelties put together, which 
European visitors had carried amongst the inhabitants, 
inspired them with so high an idea of the greatness of 
distant nations. 

l^ough Captahi Cook would not take a part in the 
quarrels between the islands, he was ready to pro-M^t 
his particular friends, when in danger of being Wjared. 
Towha, who commanded the expedition against vSf 
meo, had been obliged to submit to a disgraceful ac- 
commodation. Being full of resentment, on account of 
his not having been properly supported, he was said to 
have threatened, that as soon as the captain should leave 
the island, he would join his forces to those o^'*^''*iaboo, 
and attack Otoo, bI Matavai or Oparre. Ti. induced 
our commander to declare, in the most public manner, 
that he was determined to espouse the interest of his 
fHend, against any such combination ; and that, whoever 

EresomM to assault him, should feel the weight of his 
eavy diwleasure, when he returned again to Otaheite. 
Captain Cook*s declaration had profaibl^ the desired 
efect; for, if Towha had formed hostile intentions, no 
more was heard of the matter. 

The manner in which our commander was freed frotn 
a rheumatic complaint, that consisted of a pain extend- 
ing from the hip to the foot, deserves to be recorded. 
Otoo*s mother, his three sisters, and eight other wo- 
men went on board, for the express purpose of under- 
taking the cure of his disorder. He accepted of their 
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fiieiidly ofo, had a bed spread for them on the cabin- 
floor, and sabmitted himself to their directions. Be* 
ing desired to lay himself down amonnt them, then, as 
many of them as could get round him oesan to squeeze 
lum with both hands, from^ead to foot, but more par- 
ticularly in the part where the pain was lodged, till 
they made his bones crack, and his flesh become a per* 
feet mummy. After undeigoing this discipline about a 
quarter of an hour, he was fflad to be rdeased from the 
^ women. The operation, however, gave him imm0- 
' diate reMef ; so that he was encouraged to submit to 
another rublMng down before he went to bed ; the con- 
sequence of which was, that he was tolerably easy all 
the succeeding night. His female physicians repeated 
their prescription the next morning, and again in the 
. evening; after which hia pains were en irely removed, 
and the cure was perfected. This operation, which is 
called rcmeej is universally practised among these isl- 
anders ; being sometimes performed by the men, but 
« VIMP general^ by the women. 

Cij^n Cook, who now had come to the resolution 
of departing soon from Otaheite, accompanied, r a the 
87tb, l)too to Oparee, and examined the cattle and 
poultrv, which he had consigned to his friend's care at 
' that puace. Every thing was in a promising way, and 
!i nropeflycattended. The captain procured from Otoo 
Tour gO|ts ; two of which he designed to leave at Ulie- 
tea, wl>»,nMione had as yet been introduced ; and the 
! othuer two- be proposed to reserve for the use "of any 
' islands be ipieht chance to meet with in his passage to 
the north. On the next day, Otoo came on hoanC and 
r infbrmed oar commander that he had gotten a canoe, 
which he desired him to carry home, as a present to 
the Earree rahie no Pretane. This, he said, was the 
onlv thing he could send which was worthy of bis 
majesty's acceptance. Captun Cook was not a little 
pleased with (Jtoo, for this mark of his gratitude ; and 
the more, as the diought was entirely ms own. Not 
one of our people had giv«i him ^e least hint con- 
cerning it ; and it showM, that he was fully sensible 
i lo whom he stood indebted for the most valuable pre- 
sents that be had received. As the canoe was too 
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harge to be taken on board, the captain could only thank 
bim far his good intentions ; but it would have ^ven 
faira a much greater satisfaction, if liis present coold 
have been accepted. 

During this yisit of our voyagers to Otaheite, aaoh 
a cordial fiiendship and confidence subsisted betweeft 
them and the natives, as never once to be interrupted 
1^ any untoward accident. Our commander has made 
the chiefs fuUy sensible, that it was their interest to 
tfeat with him on fair and equiuble terms, and to 
keep their people from plundering or stealine. So 
great was Otoo s attachment to the English, that he 
seemed pleased with the idea of their having a perma- 
nent settlement at Matavai ; not considering, that from 
that time he would be deprived of his kingdom, and 
the inhabitants of their liberties. Captain Cook had 
too much gratitude and regard for these islanders, to 
wish that such an event should ever take place. 
Though our occasional visits may, in some respects, 
have been of advantage to the natives, he was afraid 
that a durable establishment among them, conducted 
as m' 'St European establishments aoiongst Indian na- 
tions have unfortunately been, would give them just 
cause to lament that they had been discovered by our 
navigators. It is not, indeed, likely, that a measure of 
this Kind should at any time seriously be adopted, be- 
cause it cannot serve either the purposes of public am- 
bition, or private avarice; and, without such induce- 
ments, the captain has ventured to pronounce that it 
will never be undertaken. 

From Otaheite our voyages sailed, on the 90th, to 
Eimeo, where they came to an anchor on die same day. 
At this island, the traoBactions which happened were, 
for the most part, very unpleasant A goat, which was 
stolen, Was recovered without any extraordinary diffi- 
culty, and one of the thieves was, at the same time, 
surrendered ; being the first instance of the kind that 
our commander hs^ met with in his connexions with 
the Society Islands. The stealing of another goat was 
attended with an uncommon degree of perpIexiQr and 
trouble. As the recovei^ of it was a matter of no 
mall importancOl Oaptam Cook was determined to 
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effect thia at toy rate; and accordingly he made an ex- 
Mdition acrooa the island, in the course of which hi^set 
nre to six or eight houses, and horned a number of war 
canoes. At last, in consequence of a peremptory me9- 
lage to Maheine, the chief of Eiineo, that not a sugle 
canoe should be left in the country, or an end be put to 
the contest, unless the animal in his possession snoald 
be restored, the goat was brought back. This quarrel 
was as much regretted on the part of the capuia, as it 
could be on that of the natives. It grieved him to re- 
flect, that, after refusing die pressii^ solicitations of hk 
firiends at Otaheite to favour their invasion of this 
island, he should find himself so speedily reduced to 
the necessity of engaging in hostilities against its inha- 
iMtaats ; and in such hostilities as, perlups, had been 
more injurious to them than Towha*s expedition. 

On the 11th of October, the ships aeparted from 
Eimeo, and the next day arrived at Owhu-re haiboor, 
on the west side of Huabeine. The erand business of 
our commaiuler at this island was tne settlement of 
OmaL In order to obtain the consent of the chiefs of 
the island, the affair was conducted with great solem- 
nity. Omai dressed himself very properly on the oc- 
casion; brought with him a suitable assortment of pre- 
sents ; went urough a vari^y of religious ceremomes ; 
and made a speech, the topics of which had been dic- 
tated to him by our commander. The result of the 
negotiation was, that a spot of sround was assigned 
him, the extent of which, along ue shore of the har- 
bour, was about two hundred yards ; and its depth to 
the foot of the hill, somewhat more. A proportionable 
part of the hill was included in the grant. This busi- 
ness having been adjusted in a satisfactory manner, the 
carpenters of both ships were employed in building a 
■mall house for Omai, in which he might secure his 
European commodities. At the same time, some of the 
English made a garden for his use, in which they plant- 
ed shaddocks, vines, pine-apples, melons, and the seeds 
of several other vegetable articles. All of these Cap- 
tain Cook had the satisfaction of seeing in a flourishing 
state before he left the island. 

At Huaheine, Omai found a brother, a sister, and a 
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brother-in-law, by whom he was received with great 
r^;ard and tenderness. But though these people were 
faithful and affectionate in their attachment to him, 
the captain discoTcred, with concern, that they were 
of too little consequence in the island to be capable of 
rendering him any positive service. They nad not 
either authoritv or influence to protect his person or 
property; and in such a situation, there was reason to 
ai^rehend that he might be in danger of being strip- 
ped of all his possessions as soon as he should cease to 
be supported bv Hoe power of the English. To pre- 
vent tnis evil, if possible, our commander advised him 
to conciliate the lavour and engage the patronage and 
protection of two or three of the principal chiefs, bv 
a proper distribution of some of his moveables ; wita 
wnicn advice he prudently complied. Captain Cook^ 
however, did not entirely trust to the operations ot 
gratitude, but had recourse to the more forcible motive 
of intimidation. With this view, he took every oppor- 
tunity of signifying to the inhabitants, that it was his 
intention to return to the island again, after beine ab- 
sent the usual time ; and that, if he did not find Omai 
in the same state of security in which he left him, all 
diose whom he should then discover to have been hia 
enemies, should feel the weight of his resentment. As 
^e natives had now formed an opinion that their 
country would be visited by the ships of England at 
■ttted jp«riods, these was around to hope, that this 
tiireatening declafatk»n would produce no inconsider- 
able efii^ct. 

When Omai*s bouse was nearly finished, and many 
of his moveables were carried ashore, a box of toys 
excited the admiration of the multitude in a much 
higher degree than articles of a more useful nature. 
With regaud to his pots, kettles, dishes, plates, drink- 
ing-mugs, glasses, and the whole train of domestic 
accommodation, which in our estimation are so neces- 
sary and important,- scarcely any one of his country- 
men would condescend to look upon them. Oniai 
himself, being sensible that these pieces of English 
furniture would be of no great consequence in his 
present aitnatioo, wisely told a number of them, among 
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die people of the ships, for hatchets, and other iron 
tools which had a more intrinsic value in this part ofch'i 
world, and would give him a more distinguished wip y 
liority over those with whom he was to pass the e- 
mainder of his days. 

Omai*8 family, When he settled at Huaheine, c^ •' jted 
of eieht or ten persons, if that can be called a Jy to 
whi(»i a single female did not as yet belong, twt was 
likely to belong, unless its masters should become less 
volatile. There was nothing in his present temper 
which seemed likely to dispose him to look out for a 
wife; and perhaps it is to be apprehended, that his resi- 
dence in England had not contributed to improve hitf 
taste for the sober felicity of a domestic union with some 
woman of his country. 

The Ehiropean weapons of Omai, consisted of a mu»> 
ket, bayonet, and cartouch-box ; a fowling-piece, two 
pair of pistols, and two or three swords or eutlass' 
With the possession of these warlike implements, 
was highly delighted ; and it was only to gratify • j 
eager desire for them that Captain Cook was induced 
to make him such presents. The captain would other- 
wise have thought it happier for him to be without fire- 
arms, or any European weapons, lest an imprudent use 
of them (and proaence was iaot his most distinguished 
talent) should rather increase his dangers than establish 
his superiority. Though it was no small satisfaction to 
oar commander to reflect, that he had brought OmM 
safe back to the very spot from which he had been tal^, 
this satisfaction was, nevertheless, somewhat diminished 
by the consideration, that his situation might now be 
less desirable than it was before his connexion with the 
Ei)eliah. It was to be feared, that the advantages which 
he had derived from his visit to England would place 
him in a more hazardous state, with respect to his per* 
sonal safety. 

Whatever faults belonged to Omai's chamr^ter, the^ 
were overbalanced by his good nature and his grati- 
tude. He had a tolerable share of undeotaiiding, but 
it was not, accompanied with application and perse- 
verance ; so that nis knowledge of things was very 
genera], and in most instances imperfect : nor was he 



^ I 



108 CAPTAIN COOK*S 

a man of much observation. He would not, therefore, 
be able to introduce many of the arts and customs of 
England among his countrymen, or greatly to improve 
those to which they have lonff beenliabituated. Cap- 
tain Cook, however, was coondent, that he would en- 
deavour to bring to perfection the fruits and vegetables 
which had been planted in his garden. This m itself 
would be no small acquisition to the natives. But the 
greatest benefit which these islands are iikely to re- 
ceive from Omai*s travels, -will be in the animals that 
are left upon them ; and which, had it not been for his 
coming to England, they might jN'obaUy never have 
obtained. When these multiply, of which Captain 
Cook thought there was little reason to doubt, Ota- 
beite, and the Society Islands, will equal, if not ex- 
ceed, any country in the known world, for plenty of 
provisions. 

Before our commander sailed from Huaheine, he had 
the following inscription cut on the outside of Omai*s 
house: 

Oeorgitu Terthu Rex^ 2 JVboem&rts, 1777. 
Mu«^ S ReMlution, Jae. Cook, Pr. 
^^^ I Duootery, Car. Clerke, Fr, 

On the same day, Omai took his final leave of our navi- 
gators, in doing which, he bade farewell to all the nfl5- 
cers in a veiy affectionate manner. He sustained him- 
self with a manly resolution, till he came to Captain 
Cook, when his utmost efforts to conceal his tears failed ; 
and he continued to weep all the time that the boat was 
conv^ing him to shore. Not again to resume the sub- 
ject, I shall here mention, that when tbe captain was at 
Ulietea, a fortnight after this event, Omai sent two men 
with the satisfactory intelligence, that he remained un- 
disturbed by the people of Huaheine, and that every 
thing succeeded well with him, ezceptinff in the loss of 
his goat, which had died in kidding. This intelligence 
was accompanied with a request, that another goat 
might be given him, together with two axes. Our com- 
mander, esteeming himself happy in having an addi- 
tional opportunity of serving him^ despatchni the 
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lengBn back with the azM, and a couple of kids, male 
and female, which were spared for him oat of the Dm- 
covery. 

The fate of the two youths, who had been brought 
from New iSealand, must not be forgotten. As they 
were extremely desirous of continuing with ourpeople, 
Captain Cook would have carried them to Ejigland 
witli him, if there had appeared the most distant pro- 
balnlity of their ever being restored to their own coun- 
try. Tiarooa, the eldest of them, was a very well-dis- 
posed young man, with strong natural sense, and a ca- 
pacity of receiving any instruction. He seemed to be 
rally convinced of the inferiority of New Zealand to 
these islands, and resigned himself, though not without 
some degree of reluctance, to end his days, in ease and 
plenty in Huaheine. The other had formed so strong 
an attachment to our navigators, that it was necessary 
to take him out of the smp, and carry him ashore by 
ibrce. This necessity was the more painful, as he was 
a witty, smart boy ; and, on that account, a great fa- 
vourite on board. Both these youths became a part of 
Omai*8 family. 

Whilst our voyagers were at Huaheinei, the atrocious 
conduct of one particular thief occasioned so much 
trouble, that the captain punished him more severely 
than he had ever done any culprit before. Besides 
haying his head and beard shaved, he ordered both his 
ears to be cut ofl^ and then dismissed him. It can 
acatCf^ly be reflected upon without regret, that our com- 
mail^r should have been compelled to such an act of 
sevfiftir. 

O^fpe 3d of November, the ships came to an anchor 
in the harbour of Ohamaneno, in the island of Ulietea. 
The Qjyiervatories being set up on the 6th, and the 
necessaiy instruments having been carried on shore, 
the two following days were employed in making as- 
tronomical observations. In the ni^ht between Uie 
12th and'^3th, John Harrison, a manne, who was sen- 
tinel at the observatory, deserted, uking with him his 
anns and accoutrements. Captain Cook exerted him- 
self on this occasion, with his usual visour. He Went 
hioDself in pursuit of the deserter, who, after some 
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evitsion on the part of the iDhalntants, was sarre]]^ 
dered. He was found sittins between two womeni, 
with the musket lying before him ; and all the defence 
be was able to make was, that he had been enticed 
awry by the natives. As this account was probably 
the truth, and as it -appeared besides, that he had re- 
mained upon his post till within ten minutes of tl|B 
timni whAn he was to have been relieved, the punidl- 
ment which the captain inflicted upon him was not very 
severe. 

Some days afler, a still more troublesome affair hap- 
pened, of the same nature. On the morning of the 24tn, 
the capta,in was informed that a midshipman and a sea- 
man, both belonging to the Discovery, were missing ; 
and it r''>on appeared, that they had gone away in a ca- 
noe in tiie pirlcp/jng evening, and had now reached the 
other cnd'of thu island* As the midshipman was known 
to have expressed a desire of remaining at these islands, 
it was evident, that he and his companion had gone off 
with that intention. Though Captain Gierke imme- 
diately set out in quest of them with two armed boats, 
and a party of mannes, his expedition proved fruitless, 
the natives having amused him the whole day with false 
intelligence. The next noroing an account was brought 
that the deserters were at Otaha. As they were not 
the only pereons in the ships who wished to spend their 
days at these favourite islands, it became necessary, for 
the purpose of preventing any farther desertion, to re- 
cover tnem at all events. Captain Cook, therefore, in 
order to convince the inhabitants that he was in earnest, 
resolved to go afler the fugitives himself; to which mea- 
aare he was determined, from having observed, in re- 
peated instances, that the natives had seldom offered to 
deceive him with false information. 

Agreeably to this resolution, the captain set out the 
next morning, with two armed boats, being accom- 
panied by Oreo, the chief of Ulietea, and proceeded 
immediately to Otaha. ^ut when he had gotten to the 

Elace where the deserters were expected to be found, 
e was ac<iuainted, that they were gone over to Bola- 
bola ^ Thither our commander did not think proper to 
follow them, having determined to pursue anomer mea- 
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Bore, which hejudged would more efiectaally answer 
his purpose. This measure was to put the chiefs son, 
daughter, and son-in-law, into confinement, and to 
detain them till the fugitives should be restored. As 
to Oreo, he was informed, that he was at liberty to 
leave the ship whenever he pleased, and to take such 
methods as he esteemed brat calculated to get our two 
men back ; that, if he succeeded, his friend should be 
released ; if not, that Captain Cook was resolved to 
carry them away with him. The captain added, that 
the chiers own conduct, as well as that of many of his 
people, in assisting the runaways to escape, and in en- 
ticing others to follow them, would justify any step 
that could be taken to put a stop to such proceedings. 
In consequence of this explanation of our commander's 
views and intentions, Oreo zealously exerted himself 
to recover the, deserters; for which purpose he de- 
spatched a Ciinoe to Bolabola, with a message to Opoo- 
ny, the sovereign of that island, acquainting him with 
what had happened, and requesting him to seize the 
two fugitives, and send them back. The messenger, 
who was no less a person than the father of Pootoe, 
Oreo's son-in-law, came, before he set out, to Captain 
Cook, to receive his commands, which were, not to re- 
turn without the runaways, and to inform Opoony, that, 
if they had left Bolabola, he must despatch canoes in 
pursuit of them, till they should finally be restored. 
These vigorous measures were, at length, successful. 
On the 2^h, the deserters were brought back ; and, as 
soon as they were on board, the three prisoners were 
released. Our commander would not have acted so 
resolutely on the present occasion, had he not been pe- 
culiarly solicitous to save the son of a brother officer 
from being lost to his country. 

While this affair was in suspense some of the na- 
tives, from their anxiety on account of the confinement 
of the chiefs relations, had formed a design of a very 
serious nature*; which was no less than to seize upon 
the persons of Captain Clerke and Captain Cook. With 
regard to Captain Clerke, they made no secret of speak- 
ing of their scheme, the day after it waa discovered. 
Bat their first and grand plan of operations was to lay 
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hold of Captain Cook. It waa hia caatom to bathe* 
everj evening in freah water ; in doing which he fre- 
qaently went alone, and always without anna. Aa the 
mhabitanta expected bim to go, aa usual, on the even- 
ing of the 26th, they had determined at that time to 
make him a prisoner. But he had thought it prudent^ 
after confining Oreo*a family, to avoid putting himaelf 
in their power; and had cautioned Captain Clerke, and 
the officers, not to venture themselves far from the 
ships. In the course of the afternoon, the chief aaked 
Captain Cook, three aeveral times, if he would not go 
to the bathing-place ; and when he found at laat, that 
the captain could not be prevailed upon, he went off^ 
with all his people. He was apprenensive, without 
doubt, that the design waa diacovered ; though no sus- 
picion of it was then entertained by our commander, 
who imagined, that the natives were seized with some 
sudden fright, from which, as usual, they would quick- 
ly recover. On one occasion. Captain Clerke and Mr. 
Gore were in particular danger. A party of the in- 
habitants, armed with clubs advanced against them; 
and their safety was principally owing to Captain 
Clerke*s walking with a pistol in his hand, whicn he 
once fired. The discovery of the conspiracy, especial- 
ly so far as respected Captain Clerke and Mr. Gore, was 
made by a girl, whom one of the officera had brought 
from Huaheine. On this account, those who were charg- 
ed with the execution of the design were so greatly oP> 
fended with her, that they threatened to take away her 
lifb, as soon as our navigators should leave the island : 
bot proper methods were pursued for her security. It 
was a happy circumstance that the affair was brought to 
light ; since such a scheme could not have been carried 
into effect, without beins, in its consequences, produc- 
tive of much distress and calamity to the natives. 

Whilst Captain Cook was at Ulietea, he was Tiatted 
bv his old friend Oree, who, in the former voyages was 
dnief, or rather regent, of Huaheine. Notwithstand- 
ing his now being, in some degree, reduced to the rank 
ora private person, he atill preaerved his consequence ; 
never appeared without a numeroaa body of attendants ; 
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aod was always provided with such presents, as indicat- 
ed his wealth, and were highly acceptable. 

The last of the Society Islands to which our com- 
mander sailed was Bolabola, where he arrived on the 
8th of December. His chief view in passing over to 
this island was to procure from its monarch, Opoony, 
an anchor which Monsieur de Bougainville had lost 
at Otaheite, and which had been conveyed to Bolabola. 
It was not from a want of anchors, that Captain Cook 
was desirous of making the purchase, but to convert the 
iron of which it consisted into a fresh assortment of 
trading articles, these being now very much exhausted. 
The captain succeeded in his negotiation, and amply 
rewarded Opoony for giving up the anchor. 

Whilst our commander was at Bolabola, he received 
an account of those military expeditions of the people 
of this country, which he had heard much of in each of 
his three voyages, and which had ended in the com- 
plete conquest of Ulietea and Otaha. The Bolabola 
men in consequence of these enterprises, were in the 
highest reputation for their valour ; and, indeed, were 
deemed so invincible, as to be the ofcgects of terror to 
all the neighbouring islands. It was an addition to 
their fame, that their country was of such small extent, 
being not more than eight leagues in compass, and not 
half so large as Ulietea. 

Captain Cook continued to the last hb zeal for fur- 
nishing the natives of the South Sea with useful animals. 
At Bolabola, where there was already a ram, which 
had ori^inaJly been left by the Spaniards at (Xalieite, 
he carried ashore an ewe, that had been brought 
from the Cape of Good Ho|[m», and he rejoiced in the 
prospect of laying a foundation by this present, for a 
breed of sheep in the island. He lefl also at Ulietea, 
under the care of Oreo, an English boar and sow, and 
two goats. It may, therefore, be regarded as certain, 
that not only Otaheite, but all the neighbouring islands, 
will, in a few years, have their race of hogs con- 
siderably improved ; and it is probable that they will 
be stocked with all the valuable animals, which have 
been transported thither by their European visiten. 
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When this shall he accomplished, no part of the world 
will equal these islands, in the variety and abundance of 
the refreshments which they will be able to afford to n»* 
Tieators ; nor did the captain know any place that ex* 
celled them, even in their present state. 

It is an observation of great importance, that the 
futnre felicity of the inhalMtants of Otaheite, and the 
Society Islands, will not a little depend on their con- 
tinuing to be visited from Europe. Our commander 
could not avoid expressing it as his real opinion, that 
it would have been far better for these poor people 
never to have known our superiority in the accommo- 
dations and arts which render life comfortable, than 
after once knowing it, to be again lefl and abandoned to 
their original incapacity of imorovement. If the inter- 
course between them and us snould wholly be disconti- 
nued, they cannot be restored to that happy mediocri- 
ty, in which they lived before they were first discovered. 
It seemed to Captain Cook, that it was become, in a 
manner, incumbent upon the' Europeans to visit these 
islands once in three or four years, in order to supply 
the natives with those conveniences which we have 
introduced among them, and for which we have griven 
them a predilection. Perhaps they may heavily feel 
the want of such occasional supplies, when it may 
be too late to go back to their old and less perfect con- 
trivances ; contrivances which they now despise, and 
which they have discontinued since the introduction 
of ours. It is, indeed, to be apprehended, that l^ 
the time that the iron tools of which they had become 
possessed, are worn out, they will have almost lost 
the knowledge of their own. In this last voyage of 
our commander, a stone hatchet was as rare a thing 
among the inhabitants as an iron one was eight years 
before : and a ehissel of bono or stone was not to be 
seen. Spike-nails had succeeded in their place ; and 
of spike-nails the natives were weak enough to imagine 
they had gotten an ijiexhaustible store. Of all our 
commodities, axes and hatchets remained the most un* 
rivalled; and they must ever be held in the highest 
eitimatioo through the whole of the islands. Iron tools 
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are bo strikingly useful, and are now become so neces- 
lary to the comfortable existence of the inhabitants, 
that, should they cease to receive supplies of them, 
their situation, in consequence of their neither possess- 
in|; the materials, nor being trained up to the art of fa- 
bncating them, would be rendered completely miser- 
able. It is impossible to reflect upon this representa- 
tion of things without strong feelines of sympathy and 
concern. Sincerely is it to be wished, that such may 
be the order of events, and such the intercourse carried 
on with the southern islanders, that, instead of finally 
suffering by the acquaintance with us, they mav rise to 
a higher state of civilization, and permanently enjoy 
blessings far superior to what they luid heretofore 
known. 

Amidst the various subordinate employments which 
engaged the attention of Captain Cook and his asso- 
ciates, the {great otgects of their duty were never for- 
gotten. No opportunity was lost of making astronomi- 
cal and nautical observations ; the consequence of which 
was, that the latitude and longitude of the places where 
the ships anchored, the variations of the compass, the 
dips of the needle, and the state of the tides, were as- 
certained with an accuracy that forms a valuable addi- 
tion to philosophical science, and wiU be of eminent 
service to future navigators. 

Our commander was now going to take his final de- 
parture from Otaheite and tbe Society Islands. Fre" 
qnently as they had been visited, it might have been 
imagined, that their relieious, political, and domestio 
r^;utations, manners, and customs, must, by this time, 
be thoroughly understood. A great accession of know- 
ledge was undoubtedly gained in the present voyage ; 
and yet it was confessed, both by Captain Cook and 
Mr. Anderson, that their accounts of things were still 
imperfect in various respects ; and that they continued 
Rtrangers to many of the mosr. irnportant 'institutions 
which prevail'amoM the natives. There was one part 
of the character of^several of these people, on which 
the well-regulated mind of the captain would not per* 
mit him to enlarge. ** Too much,** says he, ** seems to 
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have been already known, and puUished in oar foniMr 
relations, about some of the modes of life, that made 
Otaheite so agreeable an abode to many on board our 
ships; and if 1 could now add any finishing strokes to a 
pictara, the outlines of which have been already drawn 
with sufficient accuracy, I should still have hesitated to 
make this journal the place for exhibiting a view of li- 
centious manners, which could onlv serve to disgust 
those for whose information 1 write." 

From Mr. Anderson's account of the Otaheitans, it 
appears, that their religious system is extensive, and, 
in various instances, singular. The^r do not seem to 

Ky respect to one God as possessing preeminence^ 
t believe ia a plurality of (fivinities, all of whom are 
supposed to be very powerful. In different parts of the 
island, and in the neighbouring islands, the inhabitants 
choose those deities Tor the objects of their worship, 
who, they think, are most likely to protect them, and 
to supply all their wants. If^ however, they are dis- 
a(»pointed in their expectations, they deem it no imi- 
piety to change their divinity, by having recourse to 
another, whom they hope to find more propitious and 
successful, in general, their notions concerning Deity 
are extravagantly absurd. With regard to the soul, they 
believe it, according to Mr. Anderson, to be both im- 
material and immortal ; but he acknowledges, that they 
are far from entertaining those sublime expectations 
of future happiness which the Christian revelation af^ 
fords, ahd which even reason alone, duly exercised, 
might teach us to expect. 

Although seventeen hionths had elapoed since Cap- 
tain CoolTs departure from England, during which time 
he had not, upon the whole, b^n unprofitably employ* 
ed, he was sensiUe that, with respect to the principal 
object of his instructions, it was now only the com- 
mencement of his voyage; and that, therefore, his atten- 
tion was to be called anew to every circumstance which 
might contribute towards the safety of bis people, and 
the ultimate success of the expedition. Accordingly, he 
had examined into the state of the provisions, wmlst be 
was at the SocieQr Islands, and, as soon as he had left 



TRIRD VOTAOI. Ut 

tbem, and had gotten beyond the extent of hu formeir 
discoveries, be ordered a suirey to be taken of all the 
boatswain's and- carpenter's stores which were in the 
■hipfl, that he might be fully informed of their quantity 
mnd condition ; and, by that means, know how to ose 
them to the greatest advantage. 

It was on the 8th of December, the very day on 
which he had touched there, that our commander sailed 
from Bolabola. In the night between the 22d and 23d, 
he crossed the line, in the longitude of 203<^ Id* east ; 
and on the 24th, land was discovered, which was found 
to be one of those low uninhabited islands, that are so 
frequent in this ocean. Here our voyagera were suc- 
cessful in catching a large quantity of turtle, which sup- 
plied them with an agreeable refreshment ; and here, on 
the 23th, an eclipse of the sun was observed by Mr. 
Bayly, Mr. King, and Captain Cook. On account of 
the season of the year, the captain called the land where 
he now was, and which he judged to be about fifteen or 
twenty leagues in circumference, Christmas Island. Bv 
his order, several cocoa-nuts and yams were planted, 
and some melon-seeds sown in proper places ; and a 
bottle was left, containing this inscription. 

Oeorgius TertitUj Rex, 31 Deoembris, 1777. 
xr— . - S Resolution^ Jac. Cook* Pr. 
reaves ^ Digcovery, Car. ClerJcey Pr. 

On the 2d of January, 1778, the ships resumed their 
course to the northwaid, and though several evidences 
occurred of the vicinity of land, none was discovered 
till the 18th, when an island made its appearance, bear- 
ing north-east by east Soon after, more land was seen, 
lying towards the north, and entirely detached from the 
former. The succeeding day was distinguished by the 
discovery of a third island, in the direction of west- 
north-west, and as far distant as the eye could reach. 
In steering towards the seco!):id island, our voyagers had 
some doubt whether the land before them was inhabit- 
ed ; but this matter was speedily cleared up, by the pu't- 
ting off of some canoes from the shore, containing from 
three to six men each. Upon their approach, the En^ 
lish were agreeably suriunsed to fina that they spote 
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the lanffnage of Otaheite, and of the other coaotrifltf 
which had lately been visited. These people were at 
firet fearful of going on board ; bat when, on the 20th, 
some of tlMm took courage, and ventured to do it, they 
expressed an astonishment, on entering the ship, which 
Captain Cook had never experienced m the natives of 
any place, during the whole course of his several voy- 
ages. Their eyes continually flew from object to ob> 
ject ; and, l^ the wiMness of their looks and gestures, 
they fully mani^ted their entire ignorance with rela- 
tion to every thing they saw, and strongly marked to our 
navigators, that, till this time, they had never been 
visited by Europeans, or been acquainted with any of 
our commodities, excepting iron. Even with respect to 
iron, it was evident that they had only heard of it, or at 
most, had known it in some small quantity, brought to 
them at a distant period ; for all they understood con- 
cerning it was, rnat it was a substance much better 
adapted to the purpose* 9f cutting, or the borinarof holes, ' 
than any thing their own' country produced. The cere- 
monies on entering the ship, their gestures and motions, . 
and their manner of singing, were similar to those which \ 
our voyagers had been accustomed to see in the places, 
lately visited. 

There was, likewise, a farther circumstance in which 
these people perfectly resembled the other islanders; 
and that was, in their endeavouring to steal whatever 
came within Uieir reach ; or rather to take it op»enly, as > 
what would either not be resented, or not hindered. i 
The English soon convinced them of their mistake, l^ ll 
keeping such a watchful eye over them, that they a^r* \ 
waras were obliged to be less active in appropriating to 
themselves every object that struck upon their fancy, 
and excited the desire of possession. 

One order given by Captain Cook at this island was^ 
that none of the boats* crews should be permitted to so 
on shore ; the reason of which was, that he mi^ht do 
every thing in his power to prevent the importation of \ 
a fatal disease, which unhappily had alreaoy been com- \ 
municated in other places. With the same view, he 
directed thi^ all female visiters should be excluded 
firom the ships. Another necessaiy precaation, taksa. 
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bgrthe oaptain, was a strict injunction, that bo peraon, 
known to be capable of propagating disorder, shoold be 
sent npon duty out of the vesseb. Thos zealoos wn 
the humaniQr of oar commander, to prevent an irrepa- 
rable injury from being done to the natives. There ai« 
men who glonr in their shame, and who do not case 
how much evil they communicate. Of this there wss 
an instance at Tongalaboo, in the gunner of the Dis- 
covery, who had been stationed on shore to manage the 
trade for that ship ; and who, though he was well ac- 
quainted with his own situation, continoed to have 
connexions with different women. His companions ex- 
postulated with him without effect, till Captain Clerke, 
hearing of the dangerous irregularity of his conduct. 
\ ordered him on board. If I knew the rascal's name, I 
would hang it up, as far as lies in my power, to over- 
lasting infamy. . , , ^ . . v 
Mr. Williamson being sent with the boats to search 
for water, and attempting to land, the inhabitaBts came 
down in such numbers, and were so violent m their 
endeavours to seiae upon the oars, muskets, and, m 
* short every thing they could lay hold of, that he waa 
, obliged to fire, by which one man was killea. Ttaj 
unhappy circumstance was not known to Carjam Cook 
tiU aJ&r he had left the island; so that all his mea- 
sures were directed as if nothing of the kind had hap- 

nened. 

When the ships were brought to an anchor, our cojn- 
maader went on shore ; and, at the very mstant of hM 
^oing it, the collected body of the nauves all feH flat 
upon their feces, and continued in that humble poatnrs, 
' till, by expressive signs, he prevailed upon tl»m ioxne. 
Other ceremonies followed ; and the next day a tra^ 
was set on foot for hogs and poutoes, which the peopte 
of the island gave in exchange for nails «d pieces jtf 
iron, formed into something like chissels. So ftr wM 
any obstruction frdm being met with m watenlig, tiwt, 
oh the contrary, the inhabitonts assisted our men in 
rollhig the casks to and from the pool ; and readily p«t 
formed whatever was required. ^ 

Aiihirs thus going on to the eaptam*s satisfaction ■• 
■ade an excnision into the country, accompanied tj 

Vol. ». H 5* 
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Mr. Andenon and Mr. Webber, the fomer of wliom \ 
was fts well qualified to describe with, the pen, as t 
the latter was to represent with his pencil, whatei^er 
might occur worthy of obserration. In this excursion, 
the gentlemen, am6ng other objects that called for 
their attention, found a Morai. On the return of our 
commander, he had the pleasure of finding that a brisk 
trade for pigs, fowls and roots was carrying on with 
the greatest good order, and, without any attempt to ^ 
cheat or steal, on the part of the natives. The rapa- 
cious disposition they at first displayed, was entirely 
corrected by their conviction that it could not be exer- 
cised with impunity. Among the articles which they * 
Vonght to barter, the most remarkable was a particular 
sort of cloak, and cap, that might be reckonco elegant, 
^en in countries where dress is eminently Uie object 
of attention. The cloak was richly adorned with red 
and yellow feathers, which in themselves were highly 
beautiful, and the newness and freshness of which add- 
ed not a little to their beauty. 

On the 22d, a circumstance occurred, which gave 
the English room to suspect that the people of the / 
island are eaters of human flesh. Not, however, to 
rest the belief of the existence of so horrid a practice 
on the foundation of suspicion onlv. Captain Cook 
was anxious to inquire into the truth of the fact, the 
result of which was its being fully confirmed. An old 
man, in particular, who was asked upon the subject, • 
answerect in the affirmative, and seemed to laugh at the 
simplicity of such a question. His answer was equally 
afiirmative on a repetition of the inquiry ; and he add- 
ed, that the flesh of men was excellent food, or, as he 
expressed it, ** savoury eating." It is understood that 
enemies slain in battle are the sole otgects of this abo- 
minable custom. 

The ishind at which- our voyagers had now touched, 
was called Atooi by the natives. Near it was another 
island, named Oneeheow, where our commander came 
to an anchor on the 29th of the month. The inhabi- 
tanu were found to resemble those of Atooi in their 
dispositions, manners, and customs; and proofs, too 
GOimncing« appeared, that the horrid banquet <rf ho- 
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■Mn flesh 18 liere as much relished, amidst pleBtr, as 
it is in New Zealand. From a desire of DeneDtiii|; 
these people, by furnishing them with additional arti- 
cles of food, the captain left them a ram goat ^nd two 
ewes, a boar and sow pig of the Enfi^ish breed, and the 
seeds of melons, pumpkins and onions. These bene> 
volent presents would have been made to Atooi, the 
larger island, had not our navigators been unexpectedly- 
driven from it by stress of weather. Though the soil 
of Oneeheow seemed in general poor, it was observ- 
able, that the ground was covered with shrubs and 
Slants, some of which perfumed the air with a more de- 
ciouB fragrancy, than what Captain Cook had met with 
at any otmr of the countries that had been visited by 
him in this part of the world. 

It is a curious circumstance, with regard to th* 
islands in the Pacific Ocean which the late European 
voyages have added to the geography of the glob^ 
Uiat they have generally been found to lie in groups, 
or clusters. The single intermediate islands, which 
have as yet been discovered, are few in proportion to 
the others ; thoueh there are probably many more of 
them Uiat are stiil unknown, and may serve as stepi^. 
by which the several clusters are, in some degree, con- 
nectc^ together. Of the Archipelago now first visitedt 
there were five only with which our commander be* 
came at this time acquamted. The names of these, as 

S'ven by the natives, were Woahoo, Atooi, Oneeheow^ 
reehoua, and Tahoora. To the whole group Cap- 
tain Cook gave the appellation of Sandwich Islands, m 
honour of his great friend and patron, the Earl of 
Sandwich. 

Concerning the island of Atooi, which is the largest 
of the five, and which was the principal scene of the 
captain's operations, he collectM, in comunction with 
Mr. Anderson, a considerable degree of information. 
The land, as to its general appearance, does not in the 
least resemble any of the islands that our voyagers had 
hitherto visited within the tropic, on the south side of 
the equator ; excepting so far as regards its hills near 
the centre, which slope gently towards the sea. Hogs, 
dogs, and fowls, were the only ume ot domestic ani- 
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flMkdwC were here found ; and these were of the ssne 
kind wiUi those which exist in the countries of the 
Sooth Fscific Ocean. Among the inhahttants (who 
are of a middle stature, and firmly made,) there is a 
more remarkable equality in the site, colour, and figure 
0f both sexes, than our commander had observed in 
most other places, l^iey appeared to be blessed with 
arfirank and cheerftil disposition ; and, in Captain Cook*s 
opinion, they are equally free from the fickle Jevity 
inmich distinguishes the natives of Otabeite, and the 
sedate case discernible amon^ many of those at Ton- 
gataboo. It is a very pleasing circnmsitance in their 
character, ^that they pay a particular attention to their 
women, and readily lend assistance to their wives in 
the tender offices of maternal duty. On all occasions, 
they seemed to be deeply impressed with a conscious- 
ness of their own inferiority; being alike strangers to 
the preposterous pride of the more polished Japanese, 
and of me ruder Greenlander. Contrary to the general 
practice of the countries that had hitherto been disco- 
Tered in the Pkcific Ocean, the people of the Sandwich 
Islands have not their ears perforated ; nor have they 
the least idea of wearing ornaments in them, though, 
Ih other respects, they are sufficiently fond of adornmg 
their persons. In every thing manufactured by them, 
there is an uncommon degree of neatness and inge- 
nnit^; and the elegant form and polish of some of tlwir 
fishmg-hooks could not be exceeded by any European 
artist, even if he should add all his knowledge in de- 
sign to the number and convenience of bis toob. 
from what was seen of their agriculture, sufficient 
prooft were afforded, that they are not novices in that 
art ; and that the quantity and goodness of their ▼oge- 
tnUe productions may as much be attributed to skiUiil 
ouiture, as to natural fertility of soil. Amidst all Uie 
resemblances between the natives of Atooi, and those 
of Otabeite, the coincidence of their languages was 
the most striking; being almost word for word the 
sanae. Had the Sandwich Islands been discovered by 
the Spaniards, at an early period, they would undoubl> 
edlv have taken advantage of so excellent a sitoation, 
and have made use of them as refreshing plaoei fbr 



TTIIRO VOTAGK. 117 

tbeir ehipa, which sail annually from Acapalca (or 
Mswiila. liappy, too, would it have been for Lord 
A.n«oa, if he had known, that there existed a group of 
viands, half way between America and Tinian where 
ail his wants could have been edectualJy supplied, and 
the different hardships to which he was exposed have 
been avoided. 

On the second of February, our nayigators pursued 
their course to the northward, in doing which tne inci- 
dents they met with were almost entirely of a nautical 
kind. The long-looked for coast of New Albion was 
seen on the 7th of March, the ships being then in the 
latitude of 44° 33' north, and in the longitude of 235^ 
2ff east. As the yeasels ranged along the west side 
of America, Captain Cook gave names to several capes 
and headlands which appeared in sight. At length, on 
Ihe 29th, the captain came to an anchor at an inlet, 
where the appearance of the country differed much, 
from what had been seen before ; being full of moun- 
tains, the summits of which were covered with snow ; 
while the valleys between them, and the grounds on the 
sea-coast, high as well as low, were covered to a con- 
siderable breadth, with high, straight trees, which 
formed a beautiful prospect, as of one vast forest. It 
was immediately found, that the coast was inhabited ; 
und there soon came off to the Resolution three canoes, 
containing eighteen of the natives ; who could not, 
however, l>e p^revailed upon to venture themselves oa 
board. Notwithstanding this, they displayed a peace- 
able disposition ; showed great readiness to part with 
any thing they had, in exchange for what was offered 
them ; and expressed a stronger desire for iron, than for 
any other of our commerciu articles, appearing to be 
perfectly acquainted with the use of that metal. From 
these favourable circumstances, our voyagers bad rea- 
son to hope, that they should find this a comfortable 
station to supply ^11 their wants, and to make them for- 
get the haidships and delays which they had expe- 
rienced during a constant succession of adverse winds, 
tMid boisterous weather, almost ever since their arrival 
upon the coast of America. 

The ships having happily foubd an excellent inle^ 
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the coasts of which appeared to be inhabited bj a race 
of people who were disposed to maintain a friendly 
intercourse with strangers, Captain Cook's first object 
was to search for a commodious harbour ; and he had 
little trouble in discovering what he wanted. A trade 
having immediately commenced, the articles which the 
inhabitants offered to sale were the skins of various 
animals, such as bears, wolves, foxes, deer, rackoons, 
polecats, martins ; and, in particular, of the sea-otters. 
To these were added, besioes the skins in their native 
shape, garments made of them ; another sort of cloth- 
ing, formed from the bark of a tree ; and various dif- 
ferent pieces of workmanship. But of all the articles 
brought to market, the most extraordinary were human 
skulls, and hands not yet quite stripped of dieir flesh ; 
some of which had evident marks of^ their having been 
upon the fire. The things which the natives took in 
exchange for their commodities, were knives, chissels, 
pieces of iron and tin, nails, looking-glasses, buttons, 
or any kind of metal. Glass beads did not strike their 
imaginations; and cloth of every sort they rejected. 
Though commerce, in general, was carried on with 
mutual honesty, there were some among these people 
who were as much inclined to thievery as the islanders 
in the Southern Ocean. Thev were, at the same time, 
far more dangerous thieves ; tor^ possessing sharp iron 
instruments, they could cut a hook from a tacUe, or 
any other piece of iron from a rope, the moment that 
the backs of the English were turned. The dexterity 
with which ihej conducted their operations of this 
nature, frequently eluded the most cautious vigilance. 
Some slighter instances of deception, in the way of 
traffic. Captain Cook thought it better to bear with, 
than to make them the foundation of a quarrel ; and to 
this he was the rather determined, as the English arti- 
cles were now reduced to objects of a trifling nature. 
In the progress of the commerce, the natives would 
deal for nothing but metal ; and, at length, brass was 
BO eagerly sought for, in preference to iron, that, before 
our navi^tors quitted the place, scarcely a bit of it 
was left m the ships, excepting what belonged to the 
Bocessaiy instniments. Whole loits of clothes were 
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fttripped of every batton ; bureaus were deprived of 
their furniture ; copper kettles, tin canistera, candle- 
sticks, and whatever of the like kind could be found, all 
went to wreck ; so that these Americans became pos- 
sessors of a greater medley and variety of things rrom 
our people, than any other nation that had been visited 
in the course of the voyage. 

Of all the uncivilized tribes which our commander 
had met with in his several navigations, he never found 
any. who had such strict notions of their having a right 
to the exclusive property of every thing which their 
country produces, as the inhabitants of the sound 
where he was now stationed. At first, they wanted to 
be paid for the wood and water that were carried on 
board ; and had the captain been upon the spot, when 
these demands were made, he would certainly have 
complied with them : but the workmen in his absence, 
maintained a different opinion, and refused to submit 
to any such claims. When some grass, which appeared 
to be of no use to the natives, was wanted to be cut, as 
food for the few goats and sheep which still remained 
on board, they insisted that it should be purchased, and 
were venr unreasonable in their terms ; notwitlutand- 
ing which Captain Cook consented to gratify them, as 
far as he was able. It was always a sacred rule with 
kirn, never to take any of the property of the people 
whom he visited, without making tnem an ample com- 
pensation. 

The grand operation of our navigators, in their pre- 
sent station, was to put the ships into a complete repair 
Qkt the prosecution of the expedition. While this bu- 
siness was carrying on, our commander took the op- 
portunity of examining every part of the sound ; in the 
course of which he gained a farther knowledge of the 
inhabitants, who, in general, received him with great 
civility. In one instance he met with a surly chiefj 
who could not be softened with presents, though he 
condescended to accept of them. The females of the 
place over which he presided showed a more agreeable 
disposition; for some of the youns women expedi- 
tiously dressed themselves in their best apparel, and 
'^'^hling in a body, welcomecL the English to their 
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village, by joining in a song^, which was far from being « 
harsh or disagreeable. On another occasion, the cap- 
tain was entertained with singing- Bein^ visited by a 
namber of strangers, on the 23d of April, as they ad' 
vanced towards the ships, they all stood up in their ca- 
noes, and began to sinff. Some of their songs, in which 
the whole body joined, were in a slow, and others in a 
ouicker time ; and their notes were accompanied with 
tlie most regular motions of their hands ; or with beat* 
ing in concert, with their paddles, on the sides of their v . 
canoes ; to which were added other very expressive 
gestures. At the end of each song, they continued 
silent for a few moments, and then began again, some- 
times pronouncing the word Hooee! forcibly as a chorus. 

Among the natiyes of the country, there was one 
chief who attached himself to onr commander in a 
particular manner. Captain Cook having, at parting, 
oestowed upon him a small present, received, in return, 
a beaver skin, of much greater value. This caTTed upon 
the captain to make some addition to his present, with 
which* the chief was so much pleased, that he insisted 
on qur commander's acceptance of the beaver-skin 
cloak which he then wore ; and of which he was par* 
ticularly fond. Admiring this instance of generosity, 
and desirous that he should not suffer by his friendship, 
the captain gave him a new broad sword, with a brass 
hilt ; tne possession of which rendered him completely 
happy. 

On Captain Cook's first arrival in this inlet, he had 
honoured it with the name of Kins Georse's Sound ; 
but he afterwards found that it is called Nootka by the « , 
natives. Durnig his stay in the place, he displayed his 
usual sagacity and diligence, in conjunction with Mr. 
Anderson^ in collecting every thing that could be 
learned concerning the neighbonring country and ks 
inhabiunts; and the account is interesting, as it ex- 
hibits a picture of productions, people, and manners 
very different from what had occurred in the Sootbem 
Ocean. I can onlv, as on former occasions, slightly 
advert to a few of the more leading circumstances. 
The climate, so far as our navigators had experience 
of it, waa found tq be in an eminent degree milder. 
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than that on the east coast of America, in the lame 
puraUel of latitude ; and it was remarkable, that the 
thermometer, even in the night, never fell lower than 
42^ ; while in the day it frequently rose to 6(P. With 
regard to trees,. those of which the woods are chiefly 
composed, are the Canadian pine, the white cypress, 
and the wild pine, with two or three different sorts of 
pine that are iun common. In the other vegetable 
productions there appeared but little variety ; but it is 
to be considered, that, at so early a season, several 
might not yet have sprung up ; and that many more 
might be concealed from our voyagers, in consequence 
of the narrow sphere of their researches. Orthe land 
animals, the most common were bears, deer, foxes, 
and wolves, llie sea animals, which were seen ofi'die 
coast, were whales, porpoises, and seals. Birds, in 
general, are not only rare as to the diflferent species^ 
but very scarce as to numbers ; and the few which are 
to be met with are so shy, tha^ in all probabiUty, they 
are continually harrassed by the natives ; either to eat 
them as food, or to get possession of their feathers, 
which are used as ornaments. Fish are more plentiful 
in quantity than birds, Irat were not found in any great 
variety; and yet, from several circumstances, mere 
was reason to believe, that the variety is considerably 
increased at certain seasons. The only animals that 
were observed of the reptile kind were snakes and 
water-lizards ; but the insect tribe seemed to be more 
numerous. 

With respect to the inhabitants of the country, dieir 
persons are generally under the common stature ; but 
not slender m proportion, being usually pretty full or 
plump, though without being muscular. From their 
bringmg to sale human skulls and bones, it may 
justly be inferred, that they treat their enemies with a 
degree of brutal cruelty: notwithstanding which, it 
does not follow, that the^ are to be reproached with 
any charge of peculiar mhumanity; for the circum- 
Aance now mentioned only marks a general agreement 
of character with that of almost every tribe of unci- 
vilized men, in every age, and in every part of Ao 
globe. Our navigators had no reason to complain of 
tiie disposition of the natives, who appeared to be ado- 
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ciie^ coofteoaa, good-natured people ; rather phlng aai 
tic in the uaaai cast of their tempers, bat qwck in 



ing what they apprehend to be an injury, and «a«|y 
permitting their anger to aubaide. Ibeir other paa* 
aiona, and eapecially their corioaity, eeemed to fie m 
aome meaaure dormant : one oause of which may be 
foend in the indolence, that, for the moat part, is pravap 
lent amongat them^ The chief employ menta of therneMb 
are thoce of fishing, and of killing land or aearanimala, 
for the aaatenance of their familiea; while the women 
are occnpied in manofacturing their flazeii or woeUen 
garmenta, or in other domeatic offices. It mnat be men- 
tioned to their honour, that they were always properly 
clothed, and behaved with the utmost decorum ; justly 
deaenring all commendation, for a bashfblness and mo* 
deaQr beooming their aez ; and this was the more meri- 
torions in them, as the male inhabkants discovered no 
■eoae of shame. In their manufacturea and mechanic 
aita, these people have arrived to a greater degree of ex- 
tent and ingenuity, both with r^aid to the deaign and 
execution, una conld have been expected from tteir na- 
tural disfMsition, and the little progreas to which they 
have amved #i seneral civilization. Their dexterity, 
in partieolar, wim respect to works of wood, muat 
principally be aacribed to the assistance they receiY« 
tVem iron to<4s, which are in universal uae amongst 
them, and in the application of which they are very 
dexterous. Whence tney have derived their knowledge 
of iron, was a matter of apeculation with Captain Ceok. 
The moat probable ofnaioii, ia, that thia ana other me- 
tals may nave been introduced by way of Hudson's 
Bay and Canada, and thus anooeaaively have been con«> 
veyed acroaa the continent, from tribe to tribe. Nor ia 
ilunreaaooabie to suppose, that dieae metala mayaome- 
tiniea be brought, in tne aame manner, from the north- 
western paita of Mexico.* The language of Nootka 

* Two ailver spoena, of a conatmotion aimilar to what 
may aometisaea be aeen in Flenaish pietuies of stUl lifia, 
were procured here bv Mr. Gore, who bought them from 
a native, who wore them, tied together with a leathern 
thong, ae an ornament roond hii aeek. Mr. GoremnrA 
ibeqieoai to Sir Joseph Baaki. 
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!■ by BO meana harah or disagreeable; for it aboonda, 
^on the whole, rather with what may be calied labial 
and dental, than with guttural aounda. A large Tocabo- 
laryof it was collected by Mr. Anderson. 

Whilst Captain Cook was at Nootka Sound, ptat a^ 
lention was paid by lioai, as usual, to astrononncal aiKl 
nautical sutgects. The observations which he had.-«a 
opfortanity of making, were, indeed, so numerous, as to 
wm a verj considerable addition to geographical and 
philoaophica] science. 

On the 26th, the repairs of the ahips having been 
eomptetedjevery thine was ready for the captain'a de- 
parture. When, in ue aAemoon of that day, the 
veasels were upon the point of sailiog, the raercmy in 
the barometer hXi unusually low; and there was eveiy 
other presage <^ an approaching storm, which might 
leasonably be expected to come from the southwvd. 
This circumstance ioduoed our commander in some de-> 
gree to hesitate, and especially as night was at hand, 
whether he should venture to sail, or wait till the next 
morning. But his anxious impatience to proceed upon 
the Toyai^ and the fiear of losing the present oppoi^ 
tunity of getting oat of t^e sound, made a ^r^er 
impression upon his mind, than any apprehension of 
immediate danger. He determined, therefore, to put to 
•aa at all eventa ; and accordingly carried bis design into 
execution that evening. He was not deceived in bis 
expectations of a storm. Scarcely were the vessels out 
of the sound before the wind increased to a strong gale, 
with squalls and rain, accompanied by ao dark a sky, 
that the length of the ships could not be sem, Hap- 
>ily the wind took a direction that blew our navi^on 
rem the coast ; and though, on the 27th, the tempest 
rose to a perfect hurricane, and the Resolution sprang a 
leak, no raateriaJ damage ensued. 

In the prosecution of the voyaee to the i^orth, and 
back again to the Sandwich laiands, the figtcts that oc- 
curred were chiefly of a nautical kind. Minutely to re* 
cord these, is not the purpose of the present work, uaA 
indeed wc»cdd extend it to an unreasonable length. 

Ff om this long and important navigation, I can 
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«B]y Mieet mmiib few inddenti, that may be 

dated to the taetee and expedatioiM of the generality of 

leaden. 

One thing it is not improper heie to obaenre ; wfaidi 
ia, that the captain, in nis paaaage along the coaat of 
Aomica, kept a distance from that coaat, whenever the 
wind Uew strongly npon it, and aaiied on till he coold 
approach it agam with aafety. Hence several great 
mis were left nnezplored, uid puticnlariy between 
Uie latitudes of 5(P and 55P. The enct sitnation, for 
titt»««**^i of the sapposed Scraita of Anian waa not as- 
certained. Every one who is acqnainted with the cha- 
racter of our oonunander will be sensible, that if he had 
lived to return again to the north in 1779, he would 
have endeavoured to explore the parta which had been 
left unexamined. 

The fint place at which Captain Cook landed, after 
his departure from Nootka Sound, ivas at an island, of 
eleven or twelve leagues in length, the soutb-west poiBt 
of which lies in the Utitode of 50^ 4& north, and the 
longitude oi2\^ SBf east Here, on the 11th of May, 
at the foot oi a tree, on a little eminence not &x from 
the shore, he left a bottle, with a paper in it on which 
wen inscribed the namea of the snips and the date of 
the discovery. Together with the bottle, he enckwed 
two silver two-penny pieces of his majesty's coin, which 
had been i^rock in 1772. These, with many others, 
had been given him by the Reverend Dr. Kaye, the 
present Dmub <^ lincoln ; and our commander, as a 
mark of his esteem and regard for that learned and 
respecuble gentleman, naiMd the island, after him, 
Kaye*8 Island. 

At an inlet where the ships came to an anchor, on 
the 12th, and to whieh Captain Cook gave the appella- 
tion of Prince William's Sound, he had an opportunity 
not only of atoi^ng the leak wtiich the Resolution luid 
sprang io the late storm, and of prosecuting his nauti- 
cal and geographical discoveries, but of nuking con- 
siderable additions to his knowledge of the inbabitanta 
of the American coast. From every observation 
which waa made concerning the persona of the nativea 
of this pan of the coaat, it appeared, that they had a 
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fllriking resemblance to those cf the Esquimaux and 
j Greeniandera. Their canoes, their weapons, and their 
instruments for^ fishing and hunting, are likiewise ex- 
I actly the same, in point of materials and construction, 
that are used in Greenland. The animals in the neigh- 
bourhood of Prince Williara^s Sound are, in general, 
similar to those which are found at Nootka. One of the 
most beautiful skins here offered to sale, was, however, 
that of a small animal, which seemed to be peculiar to 
w the place. Mr. Anderson was inclined to think that it 
' is the animtd which is described by Mr. Pennant, under 
the namHf of the casan marmot. Among the birds seen 
I in this country, were the white headed eaele ; the shag ; 
and the idcedOf or great king-fisher, ttie colours of which 
were very fine and bright. The humming-bird, also, 
€»me frequently and flew about the ship, while at 
anchor ; but it can scarcely be supposed, that it can be 
able to subsist here during the severity of winter. 
Water-fowl, upon the whole, are in considerable plenty ; 
and there is a species of diver, about the size of a 
partridge, which seems peculiar to the place. Torsk 
and halibut were almost the only kinds offish that were 
obtained by our voyagers. Vegetables, of any sort, 
were few in number ; and the trees were chtefly the 
Canadian and spruce pine, some of which were of a 
considerifble height and thickness. The beads and iron, 
that were found among the people of the coast, must 
undoubtedly have been derived from some civilized 
nation : and yet there was ample reason to believe, that 
our English navigators were the first Europeans with 
i- whom the natives had ever held a direct communica- 
' tion. From what quarter, then, had (hey gotten our 
manufactures? Mo^ probably, through the interven- 
tion of the more inlana tribes, from Kudeon*s Bay, or 
the settlements on the Canadian lakes. This, indeed, 
must certainly have been the case, if iron was known, 
amongst the inhabitants of this part of the American 
I coast, prior to the discovery of it by the Russians, and 
i before there was any traffic with them carried on from 
Kamtschatka. From what was seen of Prince Wil-- 
liam*s Sound, Captain Cook judged that it occupied, at 
^ leait, a degree and a half of latitude, and two of loiigi- 
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tnde, exckuiTely of the armt or bnuitbcs, the extent 
of which ia not known. 

Some days after leaving this sound, our navigators 
came to an inlet, from which great things were ex- 

rted. Hopes were strongly entertained, that it would 
found to communicate either with the sea to the 
north, or with Baffin^s or Hudson's Bay to the east ; 
and accordingly it became the object of very accurate 
and serious examination. The captain was soon per- 
suaded that the expectations formed from it were 
groundless ; notwithstandii^ which, he pe^B^|ed in the 
search of a passage, more, indeed, to satisfy 9her peo- 
ple, than to confirm his own opinion. In consequence of 
a complete investi^tion of the inlet, indubitaUe marks 
occurred of its bemg a river. This river, without see- 
ing the least appearance of it; source, was traced by 
our voyagers, as high as the latitude of 61° 34' ahd the 
longitude of 2 HP, being seventy leagues from its en- 
trance. During the course of the navi^tion, on the 
Ist of June, Lieutenant King was orderatd on shore, to 
display the royal flag, and to take possession of the 
country in his majesty'^ name. The lieutenant at the 
same time, buried in the ground a bottle, containmg 
some pieces of English coin, of the year 1772, and a 
paper, on which the names of the ships were inscribed, 
and the date of the present ducovery. llie great 
river now dbcovered, promises to vie with the most 
considerable ones already known ; and, by its^f and its 
branches, lies open to a very extensive inland eomma- 
nication. If, therefore, the knowledge of it should be 
of future service, the time which was spent in exj^ring 
it ought the less to be regretted' But to Captain Gook 
who had a much greater object in view, the delay that 
was hence occasioned was a real loss, because the sea- 
eon was advancing apace. It was, however, a satis- 
faction to him to reflect, that if he had not examined 
this very considerable ijalet, it would have been as- 
sumed, by speculative fabricators of geography, as a 
fact, that there was a passage through it to tne North 
Sea, or to Bafiin's or Hudson's' Bay. Perhaps, too, it 
would have been marked, on future maps of the world, 
with greater ^rebi8ion,-and more certain signa of realily, 



than the in vinUe, because imaginary, Straits of de Fuca 
and de Fonte. In describing Uie inl^ our ccmimander 
had left a blank which was not filled up with any par- 
ticular name ; and^ therefore, the Earl of Sandwich di- 
rected, with the greatest propriety, that it should be 
called Cook's River. 

All the natives who were met with, during the exa- 
mination of this river, appeared, from every mark of 
resemblance, to be of tne same nation with the in- 
habitants of Prince William's Sound ; but from the peo- 
ple of Nootka, or King George's Sound, they essentially 
2Uffered#4M>th in their persons and their language. The 
only things which were seen among them, that were 
not of their own manu&cture, were a few glass beads, 
the iron points of their spears, and knives of the same 
metal. Whensoever these articles might be derived, 
it was evident, that they had never had any immediate 
intercourse with the Russians ; since, if that had been 
the ease, our voyagers would scarcely have found 
them clothed in such valuable skins as those of the 
sea-otter. A very beneficial fur-trade might undoubt- 
edly be carried on with the inhabiunts of this vast 
coast. But, without a practicable northern passage, 
the situation is too remote to render it probable, that 
Gmat Britain should hence ever derive any material 
advantage ; though it is impossible to say with certain- 
ty, bow far the spirit of commeroei for which the Elng- 
lish nation is so eminently distinguished, may extend. 
Hie most vriuable, or rather the only valuable skins, 
which Captain Cook saw on the west side of America, 
were those of the sea-otter : for as to the skins of all 
the other animals of the country, and especially of the 
foxes and martins, they seemea to be of an inferior 
quality. 

It was on the 6th of Jane that our navigators got 
dear of Cook's River. FhKeeding in the course of 
their discoveries, when they were sailing, on the ]9thy 
amidst the group of idands, whieh were called by 
Beering, S<£umagin*s Islands, Captain Clerke fired 
three guns, and brought to, expressing by the proper 
signals, that he wishM to speak with Captain Cook. 
At thii 081 commander was not a little alarmed ; and* 



CAPTMlf Q90Mrm 

as qo apparent danger had been remarked la tlM pM- 
aage through the cluinnel where the vesads now wotb^ 
it was apprehended, that some accident, aucfa aa apraw* 
hig a leak, must have happened. On Captain Cwrke ■ 
coming on board the Resolution, he related that aevwal 
of the natives had followed his ship; that one <^ than 
had made many airns, taking off his cap, and bowing 
after the manner of EUiropeans ; and that, at leagdi, be 
had fastened to a rope, which was handed down to hnn. 
aamall thin wooden case or box. Having deliverad 
his parcel safe, and spoken aomething, accompanied 
with more signs, the canoes dropped astern, and left 
the Discoverj. On opening the box, a piece of paper 
was found, folded up carefhlly, upcm which sopiethmg 
was written, that was reasonably supposed to be in the 
Russian language. To the paper was prefixed the date 
1778, and in the body of the note there was a refefence 
to the year 1776. Although no person on board wan 
learned enough to decipher the uphabet of the writer, 
his numerals sufficiently marked, that others had pre- 
ceded our voyagers in visiting this dreary part of the 
globe ; and the prospect of soon meeting with men, 
who were united to them in ties somewhat closer than 
those of our common nature, and who were not 
stranffers to the arts and commeroe of civilixed life, 
cenld not but afford a sensible satiafaction to people 
who, for such a lenedi of time, had be«i conversant 
with the savages of the Pacific Ocean, and of the 
North American continent. Captain Clerke was, at 
first, of opinion, that some Russians had been ahfa)- 
wrecked ; out no auch idea occurred to Captain Cook. 
He rather thought, that the paper containea a note of 
information, left by some Russian badem, to be de- 
livered to the next of their countrymen who ahoold 
arrive ; and that the natives, seeing the English past, 
and supposing them to be Russians, had resolved to 
bring on the note. Accordingly, our oorammider pur- 
■ned his voyage, without inqoiring farther into the 
matlbr. 

On the 21st, amongst some hills, on the main land, 
that towered above Che douds to a most «iwM«»y 
height, one was discovered to have a volcano, whicE 



continually threw up vut oolamns of Uack nnoke. It 
doth not stand &t from the coast ; and it lias in the 
latitude of 54^ 48', and the longitude of 195° 45'. This 
mountain was rendered remarkahle by its figure, whidb 
is a«0BM>lete eone, and the volcano is at the very sum- 
mit. While, in the afternoon of the same day, during 
a calm of three hours, the English were fishing with 
great success for halibuts, a small canoe conducted by 
one man, came to them from an island in the neig^ 
boufhood. On approachii^; the ship, he took ofiT nu 
cap and bo^ed, as the native had done, who had visit- 
ed the Discovery a dav or two before. From Uie ac- 
quired politeness of wese people, as well as from the 
note already mentioned, it was evident, rthat the Rus- 
sians must have a communication and traffic with them ; 
and of this a fresh proof occurred in the present visiter ; 
for he wore a pair of green cloth breeches, and a jacket 
of black cloth, or stim, under the gut-shirt or frock of 
his own country. 

In the prosecution of the voyage, on the 26tb, there 
was so thick a fog, that our navigators could not see a 
hundred yards before them; notwithstanding which, 
as the weather was moderate, the captain did not inter- 
mit Us course. At lei^th, however, being alarmed at 
the sound of breakers on one side the smp, he imme- 
diately brought her to, and came to an anchor ; and the 
Discovery, ^ his order, did the same. A few hours after, 
the fog having in some degree cleared away, it appeal^ 
ed that both the vessels had escaped a very immment 
danger. Providence, in the dark, had conducted them 
between rocks which our commander would not have 
ventured to pass through in a clear day, and had con- 
Teyed them to an, anchoring-place, as good as he could 
possibly have fixed upon, hwl the choice been Mitirely 
at his option. 

On the 87th, our vojagers reached an island, that is 
known by Ae name of Oonalashka ; the inhabitants of 
which behaved with a d^^ree of politeness uncommon 
to savace tribes. A youn^ man, who had overset his 
canoe, being obliged by this accident to come on board 
the ship, went down into Captain Cook's cabin upov 
the first inviution, without expressing the least Mlae- 
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taBce or aneuineM. Hit own clodiM beinff wet, tbe 
captain gave him othera, in which he dreated hinitelf 
with as mttch ease as any Engltsfaman could have 
done. From the behaviour of this youth, and that of 
some of the rest of the natives, it was evident, that these 
people were no straneers to Europeans, and to several 
of tneir customs, lliere was somethijag, however, in 
the English ships, that gfeatly excited tMir attention ; 
for such as oouid not come off in canoes, assembled on. 
the neighbouring faills^to look at them. In one instance 
it was apparent, that, the inhabitants were so far from 
having made any prognn in politeness^ that they were 
still immersed in uie most savage manners. For, as our 
conunander was walking along the shore, on the 29th, 
he met with a group of them^ of both sexes, who ilrere 
seated on the'grass, at a repast, consisting of a raw fish, 
which they seemed to eat with as much relish, as per- 
sons in civilised life would experience fVom a tunmt, 
served up in the richest sauce. Soon after the vessels 
had come to an anchor at Oonalashka, a native of the 
island brought on boutl such another note as had been 

g'ven to Captain Cleike. He presented it to Captain 
ook ; but, as it was written in the Russian language, 
and could be of no use to the English, though it nught 
be of consequence to others, the captain returned it to 
the bearer, and dismissed him with a few presents ; for 
which he expressed his thanks by making; several low 
bows as he redred. 

On the 2d of July, our voyagers put to sea from 
Oonalashka ; and$ pursuing their course of navigation 
and discovery, came, on the 16th, within sight of a pro- 
montonr, near which our commander ordered Lieute- 
nant Williamson to land; that he might see in what di- 
reetion the coast took beyond it, and what the country 
produced. Accordingly, Mr. Williamson went on shore, 
and reported, on his reuim, that, having landed on the 
point, and climbed the highest hill, he found that the 
mrthest part of the coast in sight bore nearly north. 
At the same time, he took possession of the country in 
hie miges^'s name, and left a bottle, in which warcn- 
closed a piece of pajper, containing an inscription of 
the names of the ships, together with the date of the 
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discotery. To the promontory he gave the name of 
Cape Newenham. The land, as far as Mr. Williamoon 
could see, prodaces neither tree nor shrub; but the 
lower grounds were not destitute of grass, and of some 
other plants, very few of which were in flower. 

When our nayigators, on the 3d of August, had ad- 
vanced to the latitude of 62^ 34', a great loss was 
•mtained by them in the death of Mr. Anderson, the 
•uraeon of the Resolution, who had been lingering 
under a consumption for more than twelve moftths. 
He was a young msn of a cultivated understanding aiid 
agreeable manners, and was well skilled in his own 
wofession; besides which, he had acquired a consi- 
derable degree of knowledge in other branches of 
science. How useful an assistant he was to Captain 
Cook) hath often appeared in the present narrative. 
Had his life been spared, the public would undoubtedly 
have received fVom him such oorarounications, on va- 
rions parts of the natural history of the several places 
^at had been visited, as would justly have entitled 
him to very high commendation. The proof* of his 
abilities that now remain, will hand down the name of 
Anderson, in conjunction with diat of Cook, to pos- 
terity. Soon after he had breathed his last, land having 
been seen at a distance, which was supposed to be an 
iiland, our commander honoured it with the appellation 
of Anderson's Iriand. The next day he removed Mr. 
Iaw, the surgeon of the Discovery, into the Resolu- 
tion, and appointed Mr. Samwell, the sui^on's first 
mate of the Resolution, to be surgeon of the lliscovery. 

On the 9th, Captain Cook came to an anchor under 
a point of land, to which he gave the name of Cape 
Prince of Wales, and which is remarkable by being the 
most western extremity of America hitherto explored. 
This extremity is distant from the eastern Cape of Si- 
beria only thirteen leagues r and thus our commander 
had the gl(My of ascertaining the vicinity of the two 
continents, which had only been conjectured from the 
reports of the neighbouring Asiatic innalHtants, and the 
impeifect observations of the Russian navig^atore. 

Resuming his bourse on the lOth, Captain Cook aa- 
ehoied in a bay, the Und of which was at firat tup- 
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noted to be oait of the island of Alaachka, whieh it 
laid down in Mr. Stshlin^s map. But, from the figure 
of the coaat, from the aitaation of the of^oaite shore 
of America, and from the longitude, the captain soon 
began to think, that it was more probably Uie country 
of the Tschutski, on the eastern extremity of Asia, 
which had been explored by Beering in 1728. In the 
result it appeared, that this was in m:t the case. Our 
commander became fully satisfied in the fkrther pro> 
gress of bis voyage, that Mr. Stshlin*s map must be 
erroneous; and he had the honour of restoring the 
American continent to that space which tbe geogra- 
pher now mentioiied had occupied with his imaginary 
island of Alaschka. 

From the Bay of St. Lawrence, belonging to the 
country of the Tschutski, our navigaton steered, on 
the llu, to the east, in order to get nearer to the coast 
of America. After that, proceeding to the north, they 
reached, on the 17th, the latitude of 7(P 3^ On this 
day, a brightness was peroeived in the northern hori- 
son, like that which is reflected from ice, and is con»- 
monly called the blink. This was at first but little 
noticed, from a supposition that there was no proba- 
bility of meeting with ice so soon : and yet the sharp- 
ness of the air and the glocNoainess of the weather, had, 
for two or three days past, seemed to indicate a sudden 
ohange. In about an nonr's dme, the si^ht of a large 
field of ice left Captain Cook no longer m doubt with 
regard to the cause of the brightness of the horizon* 
The ships, in the same afternoon, being then in the 
latitude of TOP 41', were close to tbe eaaee of the ice, 
and not aUe to stand on any farther. On the ISth, 
when the vessels were in the latitude of 70° 44', the ice 
on the side of them was as compact as a wall, and was 
judged to be at least ten or twelve feet in height Far- 
ther to the north, it appeared to be much higher. Its 
surface was extremely rugged, and in different places 
there were seen upon it pools of water. A prodigious 
number of sea horses lay upon the ice ; and some of 
them, on the nineteenth, were procured for food, there 
being at this time a want of fresh provisions. When 
the animals were brought to the vessels, it was no vmali 
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diBappointment to many of the seamen, who bad feaated 
their eyea for several days with the prospect of eatine 
them, to find that they were not sea-cowa, aa they had 
■apposed, but sea-horsea. This disappointmeat would 
Bot have been occasioned, or the difference known, had 
there not happened to be one or two aailora on board 
who had been in Greenland, and who declned what 
these animals were, and that it never was cuatomary to 
eat of them. Such, however, waa the anxiety for a 
change of diet, aa to overcome this prejudice. Our 
voyagera lived upon the aea-horsea aa long aa they last- 
ed ; and there were few who did not prefer them to the 
aalt meat. 

Captain Co<A continued, to the 29th, to traverse the 
Icy Sea beyond Beering'a Strait, in varioua directionSy 
and through numberleaa obstructiona and difllcultiea. 
Every day the ice increaaed ao aa to preclude all hopes 
of attaining, at leaat dorinff the present year, the grand 
object of the voyage. Indeed, the season was now ao 
far advanced, and the time in which the froat was ex- 
pected to aet in waa ao near at hand, that it would have 
lieen totally inconaiatent with prudence, to have made 
any farther attempta, till the next aummer, at finding a 
pasaage into the Atlantic. The attention, therefore, of 
our commander was now directed to other important 
and necessary concema. It waa of great conaeqoence to 
meet with a place where our navisatora might he sup- 
plied with wood and water. But the point which prills* 
cipally occupied the captain'a thougbta waa, how he 
should apena the winter, ao aa to make aome improve- 
menta in geography and navigation, and, at the aame 
time, to be in a condition to return to the north, in &r- 
ther aearch of a passage, in the enauing aummer. 

Before Captain Cook proceeded far to the aoutb, he 
employed a considerable time in examining the sea and 
coasta in the neighbourhood of Beenng'a Strait, both on 
the side of A.sia and America. In thia examination, he 
aacertained the accuracy of Beeriog, ao far aa he went ; 
demonstrated the errors with which Stehlin'a map of 
the New Northern Archipelai^o abounda; and made 
large additiona to the geographical knowledge of this 
IKirt of the world. ** It reflects,'* as Mr. Coxe justly ob- 
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wtnvB, ** the hig^ett honour even on the Britirii nBXue, 
that our great navigator extended his ditcoyeriee iniich 
fardier ia one expedition, and at ao great a distance fnm 
the point of hia departure, than the Rusaiana accom- 
piisbed in a long aeries of years, and in parts belonging 
or contimous to their own empire." 

On tine 2d of October, our voyagers, came within 
right of the island of Oonalashka, and anchored the 
next day in Samganoodha haitMmr. Here the first con- 
cern was to mit the ships under the necessary repair ; 
and, while tne carpenters were employed in this bori- 
ness, one third of the people had permission, by tarns, 
to go a:nd collect the berries with which the island 
abounds, and which, though now beginning to be in a 
•tate of decay, did not a little eontribate, in conjunction 
with spmoe-beer, effectually to eradicate every seed of 
the scurvy, that might exist in either of the vessels. 
Such a •apply of fish was likewise procured, as not 
only served for present consumption, but afforded a 
quantity to be carried out to sea ; so that hence a con- 
siderable saving was made of the provisions of the 
ships, which was at this time an^ object of no small 
imoortance. 

Captain Cook, on the 8th, received br the hands of 
an Oonalashka man, named Derramousnk, a very sin- 
gular present, which was that of a rye loaf, or rather a 
pye ia the form of a loaf, for it enclosed some salmon, 
nighly seaMned with pepper. This man had the like 
present for Captain Cleike, and a note for «ach of the 
two captains, written in a character which none on 
board could understand. It was natural to suppose, 
that the presents came from some Russians in the 
neighbourhood ; and therefore a few bottles of rum, 
wine, and porter, were sent to these unknown friends 
in return; it being rightly judged, that such articles 
would be more acceptable than any thing besides which 
it was in the power of our navigators to bestow. Cor- 
poral Lediard of the marines,'*' an intelligent man. 



*This Corporal Lediard is an extraordinary man, 
■omething of whose history cannot fiul of being enter- 
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HM, at die same time, directed to accompany Derra- 
mooahk, for the purpose of gaining farther mforma- 
r tion ; and with ordera, if he met with any Ruaaiana, 



tahiing to my readers. In the winter of 1780, he aet 
out on the singular nndertaking of walking across the 
continent of A merica ; for the aocompliahroent of which 
pQipose, he determined to traTcl by the way of Siberia, 
and to procure a paaaage from that country to the op- 
posite American coast. Being an American by birtii, 
and having no means of raising the money necessary 
for his expenses, a subscription waa raised for him by 
Sir Joseph Banks, and aome other gentlemen, amount- 
inff, in tne whole, to a little more than fifty pounds. 
With this sum he proceeded to Hamburgh, from which 

Elace he went to Copenhagen, and thence to PetenK 
nreh, where he arrived in the beginning of March, 11^. 
In his journey from Copenhagen to Petersburgh, find- 
ing that the gulf of Bothnia was not frozen over, he was 
obliged to walk round tne whole of it, by Tomeo. At 
Petersburgh be staid till the 2l8t of May, when he ob- 
tained leave to accompany a coNvoy of military stores, 
which at that time was proceeding to Mr. Billings, who 
bad been his shipmate in Captain Cook*8 vevage, and 

of Ku 



who was then employed by the Empress of Russia, for 
the mirpose of making dncoveiies in Siberia, and on the 
Bortn-west coast of America. Witli thia convoy Mr. 
Lediard set out, and in August reached the city of Ir- 
kutsk in Siberia. After that, he proceeded to the town 
<^ Yakutsk, where he met with Captain Billings. FVom 
this place he went back to Irkutsk, to spend a part of 
the winter ; proposing in the spring, to return to Ya- 
kutsk, in Older to proceed in the summer to Okotsk. 

Hitherto, Mr. Lediard had gone on prosperously, and 
flattered himself with the hopes of succeeding in his 
undertaking. But, in January last (1738,) in conse- 
quence of an express from the empress, he waa arrested, 
and, in half an hour's time, carried away, under the 

Sard of two soldiers and an officer, in a post sledge, 
T Moscow, without his clothes, money, and papers. 
IVom Moacow he waa conveyed to the cityof Moialoff 
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that he should endeavour to make them undentand that 
our voyagers were Englishmen, and the friends and 
allies of their nation. On the 10th, the corporal re- 
turned with three Russian seamen or iurriers, who with 
several others, resided at Egoochshac, where they had 
a' dwelling-house, some store-houses, 'and a sioop of 
about thirty tons burden. One of these men was either 
master or mate of this vessel ; another of them wrote a 
very sood hand, and was acquainted with figures : and 
all of them were sensible and well-behav^ persons, 
who were ready to give Captain Cook every possible 
degree of information. The great difficulty, in the re- 
ception and communication of intelligence, arose from 
the want of an interpreter. On the 14th, a Russian 
landed at Oonalashka, whose name was Erasim Gre- 
gorioff Sin Ismyloff, and who was the principal person 
among his countrymen in this and the neighbouring 
islands. Besides the intelligence which our com- 
mander derived from his conversation with Ismyloff, 
and which were carried on by signs, assisted by 
figures and other characters, he obtained from him 
the sight of two charts, and was permitted to copy 



in White Russia, and thence to the town of Tolochin in 
Poland. There he was informed, that her majesty's 
orders were, that he was never to enter her dominions 
again without her express permission. During all this 
time, he suffered the greatest hardships, from sicknes^ 
fatigue, and want of rest ; so that he was almost reduced 
to a skeleton. From Tolochin he made hia way to 
Konigsbei^; having had, as he says, a miserable journey, 
in a miserable country, in a miserable season, in miser- 
able health, and a miserable purse : and disappointed of 
his daring enterprise. Mr. Lediard informs Sir Joseph 
Banks, to whom he sent from time to time, a full ac- 
count of his transactions, that, though he had been re- 
tarded in his pursuits by malice, he had not travelled 
totally in vain ; his observations in Asia being, perhaps, 
as complete as a longer visit would have rendered them. 
From his last letter it appears^ that he proposed to return, 
as speedily as possible, trom Konigabeig to England. 
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them. Both of them were manuscriptsi and bore everj 
mark of authenticity. The first included the Penahin- 
skian Sea ; the coaat of Tartary, down to the latitude 
of 4P ; the Coril lalanda; and the peninsula of Bjimt- 
schatka. But it waa the second chart that was the 
most interesting to Captain Cook ; for it comprehend- 
ed all the discoveries made by the Russians to the east- 
ward of Kamtschatka, towards America ; which, how- 
ever, exclusively of the voyages of Beering and Tsche- 
rikoff, amounted to little or nothing. Indeed, all the 

Eeople with whom the captain conversed at Oonalash- 
a, agreed in assuring him, over and over again that 
they knew of no other islands, besides those which 
were laid down upon this chart : and that no Russian 
had ever seen any part of the continent of America to 
the northward, excepting that which lies opposite to the 
country of the Tschutskis. 

When, on the Ist, Mr. Ismyloff took his final leave 
of the English navigators, oni' commander intrusted to 
his care a letter to the lords commissioners of the 
admiralty, in which was enclosied a chart of all the 
northern coasts the captain had visited. It was ex- 
pected, that there woula be an opportunity of sending 
this letter, in the ensuins spring,, to Kamtschatka or 
Okotsk, and that it would reach Petersburgh during 
the following winter. Mr. ismyloff, who ikithfully 
and successfully discharged the trust our commander 
ha.i reposed in him, seemed to po s s ess abilities, that 
might entitle him to a higher station in life than that 
which he occupied. He had a considerable knowledge 
of astronomy, and waa acquainted with the most use- 
fhl branches of the mathematics. Captain Cook made 
him n present of a Hadley*s octant ; and, though it waa 
; rohn>»jy the first he had ever seen, he understood, in a' 
' - fy short time, the various uses to which that instru- 
mem ca^ be applied. 

While the ships lay at Oonalashka, our voyagers did 
not neglect to make a diligent inquiry into the produc- 
tions of the island, and the general manners of the in- 
habitants. On these, as facing in a great measure 
similar to objects which have already Men noticed, it 
ifl not necessary to enlarge. There is one circum- 

6* 
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Stance, however, go honourable to the natives, that U 
must not be omitted. . They are, to all appearance, the 
most peaceable and inofTensive people oar commander 
had ever met with ; and, with respect to honestjr, they 
mi^ht serve as a pattern to countries, 'that are in the 
hienest state of civilization. A doubt is suggested, 
whether this disposition may not have been the conse- 

Suence of their present subjection to the Russians, 
"rom the affinity which w^s found to subsist between 
the dialects of the Greenlanders and Esquimaux, and 
those of the inhabitants of Norton's Sound and Oona- 
lashka, there is strong reason to believe, that all these 
nations are of the same extraction ; and, if that be the 
case, the existence of a northern communication of 
some kind, l^ sea, between the west side of America 
and the east side, through Baffin's Bay, can scarcely be 
doubted ; which communication, nevertheless, may ef- 
fectually be shut up against ships, by ice and other im- 
pediments. 

While the vessels lay in Samganoodha harbour, Cap- 
tain Cook exerted his usual diligence in making nauti- 
cal and astronomical observations. AH things, on the 
26th, having been gotten ready for his departure, he put 
to sea on that day, and sailed for the Sandwich Islands; 
it being his intention to spend a few months there, and 
then to direct his course to Kamtschatka, so as to endea- 
vour to reach that country by the middle of May, in the 
ensuing snmmer. 

On the 26th of November, when the ships had oro- 
oeeded southward till they came to the latitude of2(y> 
fiS', land was discovered, which proved to be an island 
of the name of Mowee, that nad not hitherto been 
visited. It is one of the group of the Sandwich Islands. 
As it wais of the last importance to procure a supply 
of provisions at these islands, and experience had 
taught •our commander, that he could have had no 
chance orfiuCpeeding in Ins ol^ect, if it were left to 
every man's discretion to traffic for what he pleased, 
and m what mu^r he pleased ; the captain published 
an order, prohibija^ig all persons from trading, except- 
ing such as shdiitd he appointed by himself and Cap- 
tam Gierke. Even these ^pereons were enjoined to 
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trade only for provisions and refreshment While 
our navijeatore lay off Mt>wee, which was for ■ome 
days, a triendly intercourse was maintained with the 
innabitants. 

Another island was discovered on the 30th, which ia 
called by the natives Owyhee. As it appeared to be 
of greater eitent and importance than any of the 
islands which had yet been visited in this part of the 
world, Captain Cook sfient nearly seven weeks in sail- 
ing round, and examining its coast. Whilst he was 
thus employed, the inhabitants came off, from time to 
time, in their canoes and readily ennged in traffic 
with our voyagers. In the conduct of tnis business, 
tlM behaviour of the islanders was more entirely free 
firom suspicion and reserve than our commander had 
ever yet experienced. Not even the people of Ota- 
heite itself, with whom he had been so intimatelv and 
repeatedly connected, had displayed such a full con- 
ficKnce in the integrity and good treatment of the 
English. 

Among the articles procured from the natives, was 
a quantity of sugar-cane. Upon a trial. Captain Cook 
found that a strong decoction of it produced a very 
palatable beer; on which account, he ordered some 
more to be brewed for general use. When, however, 
the barrel was broachcn, not one of the crew wouki 
taste of the liquor. As the captain had no motive in 
preparing this beverage, but that of sparins the ram 
and other spirits for a colder climate, he did not exert 
either authority or persuasion to prevail upon the 
men to change their resolution; fur he knew, that 
there was no danger of the scurvy, so long as a plenti- 
ful supply could be obtained of different vegetables. 
Nevertheless, that he might not be disappoint^ in his 
views, he gave orders that no grog should be served in 
the ships ; and he himself, together with tlte officers, 
continued to make use of the sugar-cane beer, which 
was much improved by the addition of a few hopsy 
that chanced to be still on board. '' -ipre could be no 
reasonable doubt of its being a very inijnolesome liquor; 
and yet the inconsiderate crew alleged' that it would be 
injurious to their health. No peo^e are more avene 
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to every kind of inaovation than seamen, and their 
prejudices are extremely difficult to be conquered. It 
was, however, by acting contrary to these prejudices, 
and by various deviations from estaUishea practice, 
that Captain Cook had been enabled to preserve his 
men from that dreadful distemper, the scurvy, which, 
periiaps, has destroyed more of our sailors, in their 
peaceful voyages, than have fallen by the enemy in 
military expeditions. 

As Uie captain was ptursuing his examination of the 
coast of Owyhee, it having fallen calm at one o'clock 
in the morning of the 19tn of December, the Resolu- 
tion was left to the mercy of a north-easterly swell, 
which impelled her fast towards the land ; so that Ions 
before day-break, lights were seen from the lapd, whicn 
was not more than a league distant. The night, at the 
same time, was dark, with thunder, lightning, and rain. 
As soon as it was Kght, a dreadful surf, within half a 
league of the vessel, appeared breaking from the shore; 
and it was evident, that our navigators had been in the 
most perilous situation ; nor was the danger yet over ; 
for, in consequence of the veering of the wind, they 
were bat just able to keep their distanise from the coast* 
What rendered their situation more alarming was, that 
a rope of the main-top sail having eiven way, this occa* 
flioned the sail to be rent in two. In the same manner, 
the two top-gallant sails gave way, though they were 
sot half worn out. However, a favourabfe oppoitani^ 
was seized of getting others to the yards; ana the R^ 
■elation again proceeded in safety. 

On the 16th of January, 1779, canoes arrived in such 
numbers from all parts, that there were not fewer than 
a thousand about the two ships, most of them crowded 
with people, and well laden with hogs and other pro- 
ductions of the island. It was a satisfactDry prooi of 
their friendly intentions, that diere was not a single 
person amongst them who had with him a weapon of 
any kind ; trade and curiosity alone appeared to be the 
motives which actuated their conduct. Among such 
multitudes, however, as, at times, were on board, it 
will not be deemed surprising, that some should betray 
a thievish disposition. One of them took out of tM 
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Resolution a boat's rudder ; and made oflT with it to 
speedily, that it could not be recovered. Captain Cook 
judged this to be a favourable opportunity of showing 
these people the use of iire-anns ; and accordingly he 
ordered two or three muskets, and as many four-pound- 
ers, to be fired over the canoe, which carried oflf the 
rudder. It not being intended that any of the shot 
should take effect, the surrounding multitude of the na- 
tives seemed to be more surprisea than terrified. 

Mr. Bligh, having been sent to exaihine a neighboar^ 
ing bay, reported, on his return, that it had good an- 
chorage and fresh water, and that it was in an accessi- 
ble situation. Into this ba^, therefore, the captain re- 
solved to carry the ships, m order to refit, and to ob-' 
tain every refreshment which the place could afford. 
As night approached, the greater part of the Indianq 
retiree! on snore ; but nurawrs of tnem requested per- 
mission to sleep on board ; in which request, curiosi^ 
(at least with regard to several of them) was not theur 
sole motive ; for it was found the next morning, that 
various things were missing; on which account our 
commander determined not to entertain so many per- 
sons another night. 

On the 17th, the ships came to an anchor in the ba^ 
which had been exammed by Mr. Bligh, and which is 
called Karakakooa by the inhabitants. At this time, 
the vessels continued to be much crowded with natives, 
and were surrounded with a multitude of canoes. 
Captain Cook, in the whole course of his voyages, had 
never seen so numerous a body of people assembled in 
one pl&ce. For, besides those who had come off to 
the English in iheir canoes, all the shore of the bey 
was covered with spectators, and many hundreds were 
swimming round the ships like edioals offish. Our na- 
vigators could not avoicl being greatly impressed with 
the singularitv of this scene ; and perhaps there were 
few on board that now lamented the want of success 
which had attended the endeavours of getting home- 
ward, the last summer, by a northern passage. ** To 
this disappointment," says the captain, ** we owed our 
having it m our power to revisit the Sandwich Islands, 
and to enrich our voyage with a diicoveiy, which, 
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^ough the last, seemed, in many respects to be the most t 
important that had hitherto been made by Europeans, | 
throuf^oat the extent of the Pacific Ocean." 

Such is the sentence that concludes our commander*s 
journal : and the satisfaction with which this sentence | 
appears to have been written, cannot fail of striking the 
mind of every reader. little did Captain Cook then i 
imaffiDe, that a discovery which promised to add no I 
small honour to his name, and to be productive of very J 
aere^ible consequences, should be so &tal in the result. * 
Little did he think, that the island of Owyhee was des- 
tined to be the last scene of his exploits, and the cause 
of bis destruction. 

The reception which the captain met with from the j 
natives, on his proceeding to anchor in Karakakooa 
Bay, was flattering in the nighest degree. They came 
off from the shore in astonishing numbers, and ex- 

Eressed their joy by sin^ng and shouting, and by ex* 
ibiting a variety of wdd and extravagant gestures. 
Pareea, a young man of great authority, and Kaneena, 
another chiei^ had already attached themselves to our 
commander, and were very useful in keeping their coun- 
trymen from being troublesome. | 

During the long cruize of our navigators off the 
island of Owyhee, the inhabitants had almost univer- 
sally behaved with great fairness and honesty in their 
dealings, and had not shown the slightest propensity 
to thcKK : and tins was a fact the more extraordinary, as 
those with whom our people had hitherto maintained 
any intercourse, were of the lowest rank, being either 
servants or fishermen. But, after the arrival of the 
R^olution and Discovery in Karakakooa Bay, the case 
was greatly altered. The immense crowd of islanders 
tlmt blocked up every part of the ships, not only af- 
forded frequent opportunities of pilfering without risk 
of detection ; but held out^ even if they should be do- ' 
tected, a prospect of escapmg with impunity, from the 
superiority of their numbers to that of the English. 
Another circumstance, to which the alteration in the 
conduct of the natives might be ascribe«l, arose from the > 
presence and encouragement of their chiefs, into whose j| 
possession the booty might be traced, and whom there 



i 
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was reason to suspect of being the instigaton of die de> 

!> predations that were committed. 

Soon after the Resolution had gotten into her station, 

^ Pareea and Kaneena brought on board a third chief^ 
named Koah, who was represented as being a priest, 
and as having, in his early yonth, been a distinguished 
warrior. In the evening, Captain Cook, attended by 
Mr. Bayley and Mr. King, accompanieoKoah on shore. 
Upon this occasion, the captain was received with very 

^ peculiar and extraordinary ceremonies ; with ceremonies 
that indicated the highest respect on the part of the na- 
tives, and which, indeed, seemed to fall httle short of 
adoration. 

One principal object that engaged our commander's 
attention at Owvhee, was the salting of hogs for sea- 
store ; in which his success was far more complete than 
had been attained in any former attempt of the same 
kind. It doth not appear, that experiments relative to 
this subject had been made by the navigators of any 
nation before Qaptain Cook. His first trials were in 
1774/ during his second voyage round the world ; when 
his success, though veiy imperfect, was nevertheless, 
sufficient to encourage his farther efforts, in a matter of 
so much importance. As the present voyage was likely 
to be protracted a year beyond the time for which the 
ships were victualled, he was under a necessity of pro- 
viding, by some such method, for the subsistence or the 
crews, or of relinquishing the prosecution of his dis- 
coveries. Accordingly, he lost no opportunity of re- 
>newing his attempts ; and the event answered hi^^ost 
sanguine expectations. Captain King brought home with 
hin) some of the pork, which vras |Mcklea at Owyhee 
in January, 1779 ; and*, upon its being tasted by several 
persons in England about Christmas, 1780, it was found 
to be perfectly sound and wholesome. It seemed to be 
destined, that in every, instance Captain Cook should 
excel all who had ^one before him, in promoting the 
purposes of navigation. 

On the 26th, the captain had his first interview with 
Terreeoboo, the king of the island. The meeting was 
conducted with a variety of ceremonies, among which, 

I the custom of making an exchange of names, which, 
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amongst all the islanders of the Pacifio. Ocean is the 
stron^t pledge of friendship, was observed. When the 
formuities of the interview were over,.our conunandec 
carried Terreeoboo, and as many chiefs as the pinnace 
oould hold, on board the Rraolation. They were re- 
ceived, on Uiis occasion, with every mark of^respect that 
could be shown them ; and, in return for a beautiful and 
splendid feathered cloak which the king had bestowed 
on Captain Cook, the captain put a linen shirt on his 
muesty, and girt his own hanger rounds him. 

In the progress of the intercourse which was main- 
tained between our voyagers and the natives, the quiet 
and inoffensive beh&viour of the latter took away every 
apprehension of danger; so that the English trusted 
Uiemselves among them at all times, and in all situations. J 
The instances of kindness and civility which our people j 
experienced from them were so numerous, that they 
could not easily be recounted. A society of priests, in 
particular, displayed a generosity and munificence, of 
which no equal exampte had hitherto been given : for 
they furnished a constant supply of hogs and vegetables 
to our navigatorsr without ever demanding a return, or 
even hinting at it in the most distant manner. All thia 
was said to be done at the expense of a great man among 
them, who was at the head of their body, whose name 
was Kaoo, and who on other occasions manifested hia 
attachment to the English. There was not always so 
much reason to be satisfied with the conduct of the war- 
rior<0ikiefs, or earees, as with that of the priests. Indeed, 
the satisfaction that was derived from the usual gentle- 
ness and hospitality of the inhabitants, was frequentlv 
intemipted by the propensity of many of them to steaf- 
ing ; and ^his circumstance was the more distressing, as 
it sometimes obliged our commander and the other offi- 
cers to have recourse to acts of severity, which they 
would willingly have avoided, if the. necessity of tfaie 
ease had not absolutely called for them. 

Though the kind and liberal behaviour of the nativ<^><« 
eontinued widiont remission, Terreooboo, and his chiefs, 
be^n at, length to be very inquisitive about the time 
in which our voyagers were to take their departure. 
Nor will this be deemed surprising, when it is consi' 



dtrad, that, during ftixteen dayt in whieh tlie Eoglisti 
had been in the bay of Karakakooa, they had made an 
enonnous conaumption of hogs and vegeuJ^les. it 
did not appear, however, that Terreeoboo had any 
other view in his inouiriea, thui a desire of making 
sufficient preparation for diamiming our navigators with 
ptesenls suitable to the respect and kindness towards 
uem which he had always displayed. For, on his 
being informed, that they were to leave the island in a 
day or two, it was observed, that a kind of proclama- 
tion was immediately made through the villages, re- 
quiring the people to bring in meir hogs and ve- 
getri>lea, for the king to present to the orono,* on his 
quitting the countrv. Accordingly, on the 3d of Fe- 
bruary, being the day preceding the time which had 
been fixed for the sailing of the ships, Terreeoboo 
invited Captain Cook and Mr. King to attend him to 
the place where Kaoo resided. On their arrival, they 
found the ground covered with parcels of cloth, at a 
•mall distance ftom which lay an immense quantity of 
vegetaMes ; and near them was a large herd of hogs. 
At the close of the visit, the greater part of the cloth, 
and the whole of the hogs and vegetables, were given 
by Terreeoboo to the captain and Mr. King ; who were 
astonished at the value and magnificence of the present; 
for it far exceeded every thing of the kind which they 
had seen, either at the Friendly or Society Islands. Mr. 
King had in so high a degree conciliated the affections 
and gained the esteem, of the inhabitants of Owyhee, 
that, with offers of the most flattering nature, he was 
strongly solicited to remain in the country* Terreeoboo 
and Kaoo waited upon Captain Cook, whose son they 
supposed Mr. King to be, with a formal request, that 
he might be left bwiind. To avoid giving a positive re- 
fusal to an offer which was so kindly intended, the cap- 
tain told them that he could not part with Mr. King at 
that time, but that, on his return to the island in the next 
year, he would endeavour to settle the matter to their 
•atisfiiction. 

* Orooo was a title of high honourt which had been 
bestowed on Captain Cook. 
Vol. B. K 7 
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Early on tlie 4th, the ships miled out of Kanikakoos 
Bay, being followed by a large number of canoes. It 
was oar coiBniander*8 design, before be visited the 
other islands, to finish the sarrey of Owyhee, in hopea 
of meeting with a n>ad better sheltered than the bay h« 
liad just left. In case of not sucoeeding in this respect, 
he purposed to take a view of the south-east part of 
Mowee, where he was informed tha^ he should find an 
excellent harbour. 

The circumstances which brought Captain Cook 
back to Karakakooa Bay, and the unhappy consc^ 
qnences that followed, I shall gi^ from Mr. Samwell's 
narrative of his death. This narrative was, in the moat 
obliging manner, communicated to me in manuscript, 
by Mr. Samwell, with entire liberty to make such use 
of it as I should .fudge proper. Upon a perusal of it, its 
importance struck me in so strong a lipit, that I wish- 
ed to have it separately laid before the world. Accord- 
Higiy, with Mr. Samwell's concurrence, I procured its 
pubucation, that, if any objections should be made to it, 
J might be able to notice them in my own work. As 
the narrativo hath continued for more than two years 
animpeacbed and unoontFadicted, I esteem myself fuUy 
authorised to insert it in this place, as containing the 
most complete and authentic account of the melancholy 
cataatropba, which, al Owyhee, befel our illustrious 
naviantor and conunander. 

** On the 6th, we were overtaken by a sale of wind ; 
and the next night, the Resolution liad the misfi^rtune 
of springing the head of the foremast, in such a dan- 
gerous manner, and Captain Cook was obliged to re- 
turn to Keragegooah,* in order to have it repaired ; 

* It is proper to take notice, that Mr. Samwell spells 
the names <h several persons aoid places difierentjvrrom 
what is done in the history of the voyage. For in- 
stance, 
Karakakooa he calls Ke, rag, e, goo, ah, 

Terreeoboo, Kariopoo, 

Kowrowa, — — ^-. Kavaroah, 

Kaneecab areea, ■ Kaneekapo, herei, 

Maiha maiha, ' Ka, mea, mea. 
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for we eoaM find no other eonfenieBt haiboar oe the 
island. The same gale had occasioned miieb distraas 
among some canoes, that had pakl us a Tiait from the 
■here. One of them, with two men and a child on 
board, waa picked up by the Reaolution, and reacued 
ftom destruction : the men, hating toiled Iwrd all 
night, in attempting to reach the land, were ao much 
exhausted, that they could Iwrdly mount the ship's 
' side. When they got upon the quarter^leck, ther burnt 
into tears, and seemed much aflnoted with the cbnger* 
ous situation from which they had escaped ; but the lit' 
tie child appeared lively and cheerful. One of the Re- 
solution's boata was also ao fortunate, as to save a man 
and two women, whose canoe had been opaet by the 
yiolence of the waves. They were brought on boaid, 
and, with the otheiB, partook of the kimbess and fau- 
maniqr of Capuin Cook. 

** On the moniing of Wednesday, the 10th, we wen 
within a few miles of the harbour; and were soon 
joined by several canoes, in whi<ih appeared many of 
o«r old acquaintance, who seemed to have come to 
welcome us back. Among them was Coo, aha, a 
priest ; he had brought a small pi^, and some cocoa 
outs in his hand, which, after having chanted a fbir 
sentences, he presented to Captain Clerke. He then 
left us, and hastened on board the Resolution, to per<- 
Ibrm the same friendlv ceremony befbre Captain Cook. 
Having but light wumu all that day we could not gain 
the haroour. In the afternoon, a chief of the first rank, 
and nearly related to Kaiiopoo, paid us a visit on board 
the Discovery. His name was Ka, mea, mea: he 
was dressed in a veiy rich fbathered doak, which 
he seemed to have broaght for sale, but would part 
with it for nothing except iron daggers. These, the 
chiefs, some time oefore our depaiture, had prefisrred 
to every other artide ; for, having recdved a plentiful 
supply of hatchets and other tools, they began to col- 
lect a store of warlike instruments. Kameamea pro- 
cured nine daggers for his cloak ; and, being pleased 
with his reception, he and his attendants slept on board 
that Bight. 
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** In the moraing of the 11th February, the thipe an- 
chored again in K^ragesooah bay, and preparation was 
inmedialely made for landing the Reaolation'a foro> 
mast. We were Tiaited hot by few of the Indiana, be- 
cauae there were but few in the bay. On our de> 
paitnre, thoae belonging to other parta bad repaired 
to their aeveral Iwbitations, tad were again to collect 
from yaHoua qoarters, before we could expect to be 
■nnoiinded by auch muititudea aa we had once aeen 
in that harbour. In the afternoon, 1 walked about a 
mile into the coontiy, to ¥iait an Indian friend, who 
had, a fow daya before, come near twenty miles, in a 
■oall canoe, to aee me, while the ship lay becalmed. 
As the canoe had not left ua long before a gale of wind 
came on, I was alarmed for the conse^ence : howcTer, 
I had the pleasure to find, that my ftnend had escaped 
unhurt, though not without some difficulties. I teko 
netioe of thia shiMt ezcuiw«m, merely beeaiue it afforded 
me an opportunity of observing, that there appeared no 
change in the disposition or IwliaTioor of the inhabi- 
tanta. I saw nothinc that could induce me to think, 
that they were disjueased with our return, or jeaJous 
of the inteirtion of our aecond visit. On the contrary, 
that abundant good nature, which had always charae- 
teriied them, aeemed atill to glow in every bosom, and 
to animate every oounteoanoe. 

** The next day, February the ISth, the ships were pat 
under a taboo, by the chiefii: a aolemnity, it seeme, 
that was requisite to be observed, before Kariopoo, the 
king, paid hia first visit to Captain Cook, after his re- 
turn. He waited upon him the same day, on board 
the B«solution, attended by a larp^ train, some of 
which bore the presents designed for Captain Cook ; 
who received him in hia usual friendly manner, and 
gave him aeveral artidea in return. Thia amicable ce- 
remony bttng aettled, the taboo was dissolved ; mat- 
ters went on in the usual train ; and the next day, Fo- 
bniary the 13th, we were viaited by the nativea in great 
aumbera : the Resolution's mast waa landed, and tho 
astronomical observatoricB erected on their foimw situ- 
ation. I landed, with another gentleman at the tows 
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of Kavaroah, where we found a great namber of ca^ 
noes, just arriyed from different parts of the island, 
and the Indians busy in constructing temporary huts 
on the beach, for their residence during the stay of the 
■hips. On our return on board tlie Discovery, we 
learned, that an Indian had been detected in stealing 
the armourer's tongs from the forge, for which he re- 
ceived a pretty severe flinging, and was sent out of die 
ship. Notwithstanding the example made of this man, 
in the afternoon another had the audacity to snatch the 
tongs and a chisel from the same place, with which he 
jumped overboard, and swam for the shore. The 
master and a midshipman were instantly despatched 
after him, in the small cutter. The Indian, seeing him- 
self pursued, made for a canoe; his countrymen took 
him on board, and paddled as swift as they could to- 
wards the shore ; we fired several muskets at them, 
but to no effect, for they soon got out of the reach .<^ 
our shot. Pareah, one of the chiefs, who was at that 
time on board the Discovery, understanding what bad 
happened, immediately went ashore, promising to bring 
back the stolen goods. Our boat was so far distanced, 
in chasing the canoe which had taken the thief on 
board, that he had time to make his escape into the 
country. Captain Cook, who was then ashore, endea- 
voured to intercept his landing ; but, it seems, that he 
was led out of the wav by some of the natives, iii(ho 
had officiously intruded themselves as guides. As the 
master was approaching near the landing-place he was 
met by some of the Indians in a canoe : they had brought 
back the tongs and chisel, together with another arti- 
cle, that we had not missed, which happened to be the 
lid of the water^ask. Having recovered these things, 
he was returning on board, when he was met l^ the Re- 
solution's pinhace, with five men in her, who, without 
any orders, bad come from the observatories to his as- 
•istanoe. Being thos unexpectedly reinforced, he 
thought himself strong enough to insist upon having the 
thief, or the canoe which took him in, delivered up as 
reprisals. With that view he turned back ; and having 
found the canoe on the beach, he was preparing to 
launch it into the water, when Pareah maae his ap* 
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ManuBce, and imiited «)pon his not takine k away, aa 
It waa his propertj. The officer not regarain^ him, the 
chief seized upon him, pinioned his arms behind, and 
held htm by the hair of his head ; on which one of the 
sailors stmck him with an oar : Pareah mstiintlj quit* 
ted tlie officer, snatched the oar ovt of the man*s hand, 
and snapped it in two across his knee. At length the 
multitude began to attack oar people with stones. Th^ 
made some resistance, but were soon orerpowerea, 
and obliged to swim for safety to the small cottai^ which 
lay farther out than the pinnace. The officers, not be* 
ing expert swimmers, retreated to a small rock in the 
water, where they were closely pursued by the Indians. 
One mm darted a broken oar at the master; bat hii 
' foot slipping at the time, be missed him, which fortn- 
natety saved that officer's lifb. At last« Pareah inter- 
fered, and put an end to thev Tiolence. The gentle* 
men, knowing that his presence was their only d^noe 
against the fury of the natives, entreated hiny to stay 
with them, till they could get off in the boats : bat that 
he refused, and left them. The master went to seek 
assistance from the party at the obeerratories; but the 
midshipman chose to remain in the pinnace. He waa 
very rudely treated by the mob, who plundered th« 
boat of every thing that wm loose on board, and then 
began to knock her to pieces, for the sake of the iron- 
wmk; but Pareah fortanately retqrned.in time to pre- 
vent her destruction. He had met the other ^ntleraaa 
on his way to the observatories, and suspecting his er- 
rand, had forced him to return. He dispersed the crowd 
again, and desired the gentlemen to return on board ; 
they represented, that all the oats had been taken out 
of the boat on which he brought some of them back, 
and the gentlemen were glad to get off withont farther 
molestation. They had not proceeded fer, before they 
were overtaken by Pareah, in a canoe, he delivered tM 
midshipman's cap, which had been taken from him in 
the scuffle, joined noses with them, in token of lecon- 
eiliation, and was anxious to know if Captain Cook 
would kill him for what had happened. They assured 
bim of the contrary, and made signs of Iriendslup to bim 
io retuni. He then left them, and paddled over to tbtt 
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town of Kanuroah, and that was the last timo we e?«r 
•aw him. Captain Cook returned on board soon after, 
much diapleaaed with the whole of this disagreeable 
buatness ; and the same night sent a lieutenant on board 
the Oiscoveiy to learn the particulars of it, as it had 
origniated in that ship. 

** It was remarkable, that in the midst of the hurry 
and confbsion attending this affair, Kanynah ( a chief 
uriio had alwars been on terms particularly friendly 
with w) came irom the spot where it happened, with a 
hog to sell on board the Discovery : it was- of an eztrar 
ordinary large size, and he demanded for it a pahowa, 
or dagger, of an nnusoal len^. He pointed to us, 
that it roust be as long as his arm. Captain Cterke 
not having one of th^ length, told him, he woukt get 
one made for him bv the morning ; with which being 
satined, he left the hog, and went ashore without mak- 
ing any stay with us. It will not be altogether foreign 
to the aul]9ect, to mention a circumstance that happen- 
ed to<day on board the Resolution. An Indian cnief 
asked Captain Cook, at his table, if he was a Tata Toa; 
which means a fighting man, or a soldier. Being an- 
swered in the affirmative, he desired to see his wounds* 
Captain Cook held out his right hand, which bad a scar 
npon it, dividing the thumb from the fin^^er, the whole 
length of the metacarpal bones. The Indian, being thos 
convinced ofbis being a Toa, put the same question to 
another gentleman present, but he happened to have 
niHie of tnose distinguishing marks : the chief then said, 
that he himself was a Toa, and showed the soars of 
some wounds he had received in battle. Those who 
were on duty at the observatories, were disturbed, dur- 
ing the night, with shrill and mehmcholy sounds, issn- 
iDg from the adjacent villages, which they took to be 
the lamentations of the wmnen. Perhaps the quarrel 
between us might have filled their minds with apprehen* 
■ions for the safetjr of their husbands : but be that as it 
BMiy, their moomftil cries struck the sentinels with ub* 
■sual awe and terror. 

** To widen the breach between os, some of the In- 
ditDS, in the night, took away the Discovery^a laige 
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cutter, which lay swamped at the buoy of one of her 
anchors : they had carried her off ao quietly that we 
did not miaa her till the morning, Sunday, February the 
14ih. Captain Gierke lost no time in waiting upon 
Captain Cook, to acquaint him with the accident ; he 
returned on board with ordem for the launch and small 
cutter, to go, under the command of the second lieute* 
nant, and lie off the east point of the bay, in order to in- 
tercept all canoes that might attempt to get out i and, 
if he found it necessary, to fire upon them. At the 
same time, the third lieutenant of the Resolution, with 
the launch and small cutter, was sent on the same sei^ 
vice^o the opposite point of the bay ; and the master 
was oespatchea in the large cutter, in pursuit of a dou- 
ble canoe, already under sail, making the best of her 
way out of the harbour. He soon came up with her, 
and by firing a few muskets, drove her on shore, and 
the Indians left her : this hapjpened to be the canoe of 
Omea, a man who bore the title of Orono. He ivas on 
board himself, and it would have been fortunate, if 
our people had secured him, for bis person was held 
as sacred as that of the king. During this time. Cap- 
tain Cook was preparing to go ashore himself, at the 
town of Kavaroah, in order to secure the person of 
Kariopoo, before he should have tiine to withdraw him- 
self to another part of the ialand, out of our reach. Tliia 
appeared the most effectual step that could be taken on 
the present occasion, for the recovery of the boat. It 
was the measure he had invariably pursued, in similar 
cases, at other islands in these seas, and it had alwajs 
been attended with the desired success : in fa^ it 
would be difficult to point out any other mode of pro- 
ceeding on these emergencies, likely to attain the ob- 
ject in view : we had reason to suppose, that the king 
and his attendants had fled when the alarm was first 
given : in that case, it was Captain Cook*s intention to 
secure the large canoes which were hauled up on the 
beach. He left the ship about seven o'clock, attended 
1^ the lieutenant of marines, a seneant, corporal, and 
•even private men : the pinnace s crew were afaro 
armed, and under the command of Mr. Roberts. A* 
they rowed towards the shore. Captain Cook oiderad 
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the launch to leave her Rtation at the west point of the 
bay, in order to assist his own boat. This is a circain* 
stance worthy of notice ; for it clearly shows, that he 
was not unapprehensive of meeting with resistance 
from the natives, or unmindful of the necessary prepa- 
ration for the safety of himself and his people. I will 
venture to say, that, from the appearance of things 
just ut that time, there was not one, beside himself 
who judeed that such precaution was absolutely requi- 
site: sd little did his conduct, on the occasion, bear 
the marks of rashness, or a precipitate self-confidence ! 
He landed, with the marines, at the upper end of the 
town of Kavaroah : the Indiana imm^iately flocked 
round, as usual, and showed him the customary marks 
q€ respect, by prostrating themselves before him. — 
There were no signs or hostilities, or much alarm 
among them. Captain Cook, however, did not seem 
willing to trust to appearances; but was particularly 
attentive to the disposition of the marines, and to have 
them kept clear or the crowd. He first inquired for 
the king s sons, two youths %ho were much attached 
to him, and generally his companions on board. Mes- 
sengers being sent for them, they soon came to him, 
and informing him, that their father was asleep, at a 
house not far from them, he accompanied them thither, 
and took the marines along with them. As he passed 
along, the natives every where prostrated themselves 
before him, and seemed to have lost no part of that 
respect they had always shown to bis person. He was 
joined by several chiefs, among whom was Kanynah, 
and his brother Koohowrooah. They kept the crowd 
io order, according to their usual custom ; and, being 
ignorant of his intention in coming on shore, fre- 
quently asked him, if he wanted any hogs, or other pro- 
visions: he told them that he did not, and that his 
business was to see the king. When he arrived at the 
bouse, he ordered some of the Indians to go in, and 
inform Kariopoo, that he waited without to speak with 
him. They came out two or three times, and instead 
<^ returning anv answer from the king, presented some 
pieoes of red cloth to him, which made Captain Cook 
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fuqpect tiMt he was not in the houae ; he therefbn d^ 
wed the lieutenant of marinea to go in. The lieutenuft 
ibiuid the old man juat awaked from aleep, and aeen* 
ingly alanned at the meaaage ; but he came oat without 
b«itation. Captain Cook took him bjr the hand, and in 
a friendly manner aaked hin» to go on board, to whioh 
he Tery readily conaented. Thua fiir mattem appeared 
in a farottrahle train, and the nativea did not aeem much 
alanned or apprehenaive of hostility on our aide : at 
which Captain Cook eipreaaed himaelf a little aur- 
priaed, aaying, that aa the inhabitanta of that town ap- 
peared innocent of atealing the cutter, he ahould not 
moleat them, but that he must get the king on board« 
Kariopoo aat down before bia door, and waa aurrounded 
by fi great crowd : Kanynah and hia brother were both 
▼ery active in keeping order among them. In a little 
time, however, the Indiana were observed arming them* 
aelvea with long spears, clubs, and daggers, and putting 
on thick mata which they use aa armour. Thia noetile 
appearance increaaed, and became more alarming, on 
the arrival of two men in a canoe from the opposite side 
of the bay, with the news of a chief called Kareemo 
having been killed by one of the Discovery^s boats. In 
their passage across, they bad also delivered thia ac- 
count to each of the ships. Upon that infonnation the 
women, who were sitting upon the beach at their 
breakftata, and convening nuniliarly with our people in 
the boats, retired, and a confuted murmur apread through 
the crowd. An old priest came to Captain Cook, with 
a cocoa-nut in his hand, which he held out to him aa a 
present, at the aame time singing very loud. He wae 
oAcsi desired to be silent, bat in vain ; he continued 
importunate and troublesome, and then was no such 
thing as getting rid of him or his noise : it seemed an 
if he meant to divert their attention from hia country- 
men, who were growing more tumultuous, and arming 
themselves in every quarter* Captain Cook, being ai 
the same time aurrounded by a great crowd, thought 
hia aituation rather haiaidoua : be t^ierefore ordered 
the lieutenam of marinea to march bis small parly to 
the waterside, where the boala h^y within a few yaida 
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of tike ihore : the Indians reaidtly made a lane for them 
to paas, and did sot offer to interrnpt them. The die- 
tanee they had to go might be about fifty or tizty 
yards ; Captain Cook followed, having hold of Kario- 
poo's hand, who accompanied him veir willinsly : he 
was attended by his wif^ two sons, ana several chiefs- 
The troublesome old priest followed, making the same 
savage noise. Keowa, the yonneer son, went direotly 
into Uie pinnace, expecting his father to follow ; but jost 
as he arrived at the water-side, his wife threw her arms 
abont his neck, and with the assistance of two chieftL 
ibrced him to sit down, by the side of a double canoed 
Captain Cook expostulated with them, but to no rarw 
Boie : they would not suffer the king to proceed, teuinff 
tiim, that he would be put to death if he went on boara 
the ship. Kariopoe, wnose conduct seemed entirely re- 
signed to the will of others, hung down his head, and 
cppeared ranch distressed. ^ 

** While the king was in this situation, a chief, well 
known to us, of the name of Coho, was observed 
lurking near, with an iron dagger, partly concealed 
under liis cloak, seemingly with the intention of stab- 
biHfC Captain Cook, or the lieutenant of marines. Ther 
latter proposed to fire at him, bat Captain Cook would 
not permit it. Coho closing upon them, obliged the 
officer to strike him with his piece, which made him 
retire. Another Indian laid hold of the sergeant** 
musket, and endeavoured to wrench it from him, but 
was prevented by the lieatenaat's making a blow at 
him. Captain Cook, seeing the tumult increase, and 
the Indians growing more daring and resolute, ob- 
served, that if he were to take the king off by force, 
he conld not do it without sacrificing the liv^s of many 
<ff his people. He then paused a linle, and was on the 
■point of giving his orders to re-embark, whensa man 
threw a stone at him ; which he returaed with a dis- 
charge of small shot (with which one barrel of his don- 
ble piece was loaded.) The man having a thick mat 
before him, received liule or no hurt: he brandished 
his spear, and threatened to dart it at Captain Cook, 
who being still onwiUing to take away his life, instead 
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of firinff with ball, knocked him down with hit mut- 
ket He expostulatCNl -strongly with the most forward 
of the crowd, upon their tarbulent behaviour. He had 
^iven up all thoughts of getting the king op board, as 
It appeared impracticable ; and nis care was then only 
to act on the liefensive, and to secure a safe embarkation 
for his small party, which was closely pressed by a body 
of several thousand people. Keowa, the king's son, 
who was in the pinnace, being alarmed on hearing the 
first firing, was, at his own entreaty, put on shore again ; 
for even at that time, Mr. Roberts, wno comipanded her, 
did not apprehend that Captain Cook's person was in 
any daneer: otherwise he would have detained the 
prince, wnich, no doubt, would have been agreat^^heck 
on the Indians. One man was observed, behind a doa- 
ble canoe, in the action of darting his spear at Captain 
Cook, who was forced to fire at him in his \iwa de- 
fence, but happened to kill another close to him, equally 
forward in tne tumult : the sergeant observing that he 
had missed the man be aimed at, received orders to fire 
at him, which he did, and killed him. By this, time, 
the impetuosity of the Indians Was somewhat repressed ; 
they fell back m a body, and seemed staggered : but be- 
ing pushed on by Chose behind, they returned to the 
charge, and poured a volley of stones among the ma- 
rines, who, without waiting for orders, returned it with 
a general discharge of musketry, which was instantly 
followed by a fire from the boats. At this Captain 
Cook was heard to express his astonishment : he waved 
his hand to the boats, called to them to cease firing, and 
to come nearer in to receive the marines. Mr. Roberts 
immediately brought the pinnace as close to the shore as 
he could, without grounding, notwithstanding the show- 
era of stones that tell among the people : but , 

the lieutenant who commanded in the launch, instead 
of pulling in, to the assistance of Captain Cook, with- 
drew his boat farther ofij at the moment that every 
thing seems to have depended upon the timely exer- 
tions of those in the boats. By his own account, he 
mistook the signal ; but be that as it may, this circum- 
stance appean to rae, to have decided the fatal tarn of 
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Ae affair, and to have removed every chance which 
remained with Captain Cook, of escaping, with hit 
lifb. The business of saving the marines oat of the 
water, in consequence of that, fell altogether upon the 
pinnace ; which thereby became so much crowded^ 
that the crew were, in a great measure, prevented from 
using their fire-arms, or giving what assistance they 
otherwise might have done to Captain Cook ; so that 
he seems, at the most critical point of time, to have 
wanted the assistance of both boatS| owing to the re- 
moval of the launch. For, notwithstanding that thev 
kept up a fire on the crowd, from the situation to which 
they removed in that boat, the fatal confiision which 
ensued on her being withdrawn, to say the least of it, 
must have prevented the full effect, that the prompt 
co-ooeration of the two boats, according to Captain 
Cook's Ciders, m^st have had, towards me preserva- 
tion of himself and his people.''' At that time, it was 
to the boats alone that Caprtain Cook had to look for 
his safety, for, when the marines had fired, the Indians 
rushed among them, and forced them into the water, 
where four of them were killed : their lieutenant was 
wounded, but fortunately escaped, and was taken up by 
the pinnace. Captain Cook was then the only^ one re- 
maining on the rock : he was observed making for the 
Einnace, holding his left hand against the back of hia 
ead, to guard it from the stones, and carrying his mus- 
ket under the other arm. An Indian was seenTollowing 
him, but with caution and timidity : for he stopped once 
or twice, as if undetermined to proceed. At last he ad- 
vanced upon him unawares, and with a large club, or 
common stake, gave him a blow on the back of the 
head, and then precipitately retreated. The stroke 



* I have been informed on the best authority, that, in 
the opinion of Captain Philips, who commanded the 
marines, and whose judgment must be nf the greatest 
weight, it is extremely doubtful whether any thiM 
could successfully have been done to preserve the lire 
of Captain Cook, even if no mistake had been ooidp 
mitted on the part of the launch. 
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teemed to have stunned Captain Cook : he 8tag^;ered a 
few pa6e8^ then fe]l on hit hand and one knee, and 
dropped his musket. As he was rising, and brfore he 
could recover his feet, another Indian stabbed him in 
die back of the neck with an iroa dagger. He then 
fell into a bite of water about knee deep, where others 
crowded upon him, and endeavoured to keep him 
under : but struggling very strongly with them, ne got 
his head up, and casting his look towards the pinnace, 
teemed to solicit assistance. Though the boat was 
not above five or six yards distant from him, yet from 
the crowded and confused state of the crew, it seems, 
it was not in their power to save him. The Indians got 
him under again, but in deeper water : he was, how- 
ever, iU>Ie to get his head up once more, and being 
almost spent in the struggle, he naturally turned to the 
rock, and was endeavouring to support himself by it, 
when a savage gave him a blow with a dub, uid he 
was seen alive no more. They hauled him up lifeless 
on the rocks, where they seemcid to take a savage plea- 
sure in using every barbarity to his dead body, snatch- 
ing the daggers out of each other*s bands, to have the 
horrid satisniction of piercing the fallen victim of their 
barbarous rage. 

" 1 need make no reflection on the great loss we tof- 
fered on this occasion, or attempt to describe what we 
felt. It is enough to say, that no man was ever more 
beloved or admired : and it is truly painful to reflect, 
that he seems to have fallen a sacrifice merely for want 
of being properly supported ; a fate, singularly to be 
iamentiMl, as having fallen to his lot, who had ever 
been conspicuous for his care of those under his com- 
mand, ana who seemed, to the last, to pay as much 
attention to their preservation, as to that of his own 
Ufe. 

" If any thing could have added to the shame and 
indignation universally felt on this occasion, it was to 
find, that his remains had been deserted, and left ex- 

gosed on the beach, although the^ might have been 
rought off*. It appears, from the information of four 
or five midshipmen, who arrived on the spot at the con- 
clusion of the fatal business, that the beach was tiiea 
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almost entirely deserted by the Indians, who at length 
had given way to the fire of the boats, and dispersed 
dirough the town : so that there seemed no great ob> 
stacle to prevent the recovery of Captain Cook*s body ; 
but the lieatenant returned on board withoat making 
the attempt. It is unnecessary to dwell longer on this 
painful subject, and to relate -the complaints and cen- 
aures that fell on the conduct of the lieutenant. It will 
be sufficient to observe, that they were so loud as to 
oblige Captain Clerke publicly to notice them, and to 
take the depositions of his accusers down in writing. 
The captain's bad state of health and approaching dis- 
solution, it is supposed, induced him to destroy these 
papers a short time before his death. 

** It is a painful task, to be obliged to notice circum- 
stances which seem to reflect upon the character of any 
man. A strict regard to troth, however, compelled me 
to the insertion of these facts, which I have offered 
merely as facts, without presuming to connect with 
them any comment of my own : esteeming it the part 
of a faithful historian, * to extenuate nothing, oor set 
down aught in malice.* 

** The faul accident happened at eight o'clock in the 
morning, about an hour after Captain Cook landed. 
It did not seem, that the king or his sons, were wit- 
nesses to it ; but it is supposed, that they withdrew in 
the midst of the tumult. The principal actors were the 
other chiefs, many of them the king's relations and 
attendants : the man who stabbed him with the dagger 
was called Nooah. I happened to be the onhr one 
.who recollected his person, from having on a former 
f occasion mentioned his name in the journal I kept I 
was induced to take particular notice of him, mo«« 
from his personal appearance than any other conaidera- 
lion, though he was of high rank, and a near relatioa 
the king : he was stout and tall, with a fierce look 
jid demeanour, and one who miited m his figure the 
wo qualities of strength and agility, in a greater degree 
an ever I remembered to have seen before in any 
her roan. His age might be about thirty, and by tfaA 
hite scurf on his skin, and his sore eyes, he appeared 
be a haid drinker of kava. He waa a oonstant com- 
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MBioii of the king, with whom I first saw Mm, 

ne paid a visit to Captain Gierke. The chief who fiikt 
otnick Captain Cook with the club^ was called Karima- 
Ho, eraha, bat I did not know him by his name. These 
eircamatances I learned of honest Kaireekea, the prieat; 
who added, that they were both held in great esteem on 
account of that action : neither of them came near ut 
afterwards. When the boats left the shore, the Indians 
carried away the dead body of Captain Cook and those 
of the marines, to the rising ground, at the back of the 
town, where we could plainly see them with our glaHos 
from the ships. 

** This oMMt melancholy accident appears to htyn 
been altogether uneipected and unforeseen, as well ob 
the part of the natives as ourselves. I never saw suf^ 
ficient reason to induce me to believe, that there ww 
anv thing <^ design, or a preconcerted plan on thcfar 
aide, or that they purposely souritt to quarrel with ua ; 
thieving, which gave rise to ue whole, they were 
equally guilty of in our first and second visits. It was 
the cause of every misunderstanding that happened 
between us: their petty thefts were generally ovev 
looked, but sometimes slightly punished ; the boat, 
which they at last ventured to take away, was an ob> 
ject of no small mmitude to people in our situation^ 
who could not possibly replace her, and therefore not 
•lightly to be given up. we had no other chance of 
recovering her, but by getting the person of the king 
into our possession : on our attempting to do that, the 
natives became alarmed for his safety, and naturallf^ 
opposed those whom they deemed his enemies. In t\m 
suaden conflict that ensued, we had the unspeakable 
misfortnne of losiiui our excellent commander, in ths 
manner already related. It is in this light the affiUr 
has always appeared to me, as entirely accidental, td 
not in the least owing to any previous offence receif 
ed, or jealousy of our secomf visit enteitained by the 
natives. 

** Pkireah seems to have been the principal inntniineit 
in bringing about this fatal disaster. We learnc»d afte^ 
wards, that it was he who had employed aome peopk 
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to steal the boat : the king did not seem to be pnT7 to 
it, or even apprised of what had happened, till Captain 
Cook landed. 

** It was generally remarked, that, at first, the Indians 
showed great resolution in facing our fire-arms ; but it 
was entirely owing to ignorance of their effect. They 
thought that their thick mats would defend them from 
'' a bsJl, as well as firom a stone ; but being soon con- 
' vinoed of their error, yet still at a loss to account how 
' such execution was done among them, they had recourse 
Mo a stratagem, which, though it answered no other pur- 
pose, served to show their ingenuity and quickness of 
invention. Observing the flashes of the muskets, thev 
naturally concluded, that water would counteract their 
eff^t, and therefore, very sagaciously, dipped their mats, 
or armour, in the sea, just as they came on to face our 
people : but finding this last resource to fail them, they 
soon dispersed, and left the beach entirely clear. It 
was an object they never neglected, even at the greatest 
baxard, to carry off their slain ; a custom, probably 
' owing to the barbarity with which they treat the dead 
i body of an enemy, and the trophies they make of his 
I bones." 

I In conse<|ueuce of this barbarity of disposition^ the 
whole remains of Captain Cook could not be recovered. 
For, though every exertion was made for that pur- 
pose ; though negotiations and threatenings were alter- 
nately employed, little more than the principal part 
of his bones (and that with great difficulty) could be 
procured. By the possession of them, our navigators 
i were enabled to perform the last offices to their eminent 
' and unfoKunate commander. The bones, having been 
put into a coffin, and the service being read over them, 
were committed to the deep, on the 21st, with the 
usual military honours. What were the feelings of the 
companies of both the ships, on this occasion, must be 
left to the world to conceive ; for those who were pre- 
sent know, that it is not in the power of any pen to ex- 
press them. 

A promotion of officers followed the decease of Cap- 
tain Cook. Captain Clerke having succeeded of course 
Vol. II. L 7* 
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to the eommand of the expedition, removed on board 
the Resolution. By him Mr. Gore was appointed cap* 
tain of the Discovery, and the rest of the lieatenanu 
obtained an addition of rank, in their proper order. Mr. 
Harvey, a midshipman, who had been in the last as well ' 
aa the present voyage, was promoted to the vacant 
lieutenancy. 

Not lone after Captain Cook's death, an event oc* 
curred in Europe, wnich had a particular relation. to 
the voya^ of our navigator, and which was so honour- 
able to himself, and to the great nation from whom it 
proceeded, that it is no small pleasure to roe to be 
able to lay the transaction somewhat at large before 
my readers. What I refer to is, the letter which was 
issued, on the 19th of March, 1779, bv M . Sartine, se- 
cretary of the marine deM.rtroent at Paris, and sent to 
all the commanders of French ships. The rescript 
was aa follows : ** Captain Cook, who sailed from Ply- 
mouth in July, 1776, on board the Resolution, in com- 
pany with the Discovery, Captain Clerke, in order to 
make some discoveries on the coasts, islands, and seas 
of Japan and California, being on the point of return- 
ing to Europe ; and such discoveries being of general 
Qtility to all nations, it is the kiug's pleasure,, that Cap- 
tain Cook shall be treated as a commander of a neu- 
tral and alhed power, and that all captains of armed 
vessels, &c. who may meet that famous navigator, shall 
make him acquainted with the king's orders on this 
behalf, but, at the same time, let him know, that on his 
part he must refrain from all hostilities.** By the Mar- 
quis of Condorcet we are informed, that this measure 
originated in the liberal and enlightened mind of that 
excellent citusen and statesman, M . Turgot. ** When 
war,** savs the marquis, ** was declared between France 
and England, M. Turgot saw how honourable it would 
be to the French nation, that the vessel of Captain 
Cook should be treated with respect at sea. He com- 
posed a memorial, in which he proved, that honour, 
reason, and even interest, dictated this act of respect 
for humanity ; and it was in consequence of this memo- 
rial, the author of which was unknown during his 
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life, that an order was given not to treat as an enemr, 
die common benefactor of every European nation.*' 

Whilst great praise is due to M. Turgot, for having 
suggested the adoption of a measure which hath con- 
tributed so much to the reputation of the French go- 
vernment, it must not be forgotten, that the first thought 
of such a plan of conduct was probably owing to Dr. 
Benjamin Franklin. Thus much, at least, is certain, 
that this eminent philosopher, when ambassador at Paris 
from the United States of America, preceded the court 
of France in issuing a similar requisition ; a copy ot 
which cannot fail of oeing acceptable to the reader. 

** To all Captains and Commanders of aimed Ships 
acting by Commission from the Congress of tne 
Unit^ States of America, now in war with Great 
Britain. 

** Gentlemen, 

** A ship having been fitted out from England before 
the commencement of this war, to make discoveries of 
new countries, in unknown seas, under the conduct oi 
that most celebrated navigator and diseoverer. Captain 
Cook ; an undertaking truly laudable in itselt^ as the 
increase of geographical knowledge facilitates Uie con^ 
municalion between distant nations, in the exchange 
of useful products and manufactures, and the eztenr 
sion of arts, whereby the common enjoyments of hu- 
man life are multiplied and augmented, and science of 
other kinds increased, to the benefit of mankind in 
general. — This is therefore most earnestly to recoufc- 
mend to every one of you, that in case the said ship, 
which is now expected to be soon in the European 
seas on her return, should happen to fall into your 
hands, you would not consider oer as an enemy, nor 
suffer any plunder to be made of the effects conta.ined 
in her, nor obstruct her immediate return to England^ 
bv detaining her, or seeding her into any other part of 
f^urope, or to America ; but that you would treat the 
■aid Captain Cook and his people with all civili^ and 
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kiadncM, affiDrding tbem, at common friends to maih 
kind, all the assistance in your power, which they may 
happen to stand in need of. In so doing, you will 
not onlv gratify the generosity of your own dispo* 
aitiotts, but there is no doubt of your obtaining the 
approbation of the Congress, and your other American 
owners. 

** I have the honour to be. 
Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient, 
** At Fttsayt near Pk- humble servant, 
ris, this 10th day of R Frankliit, 

Jlareb, 1779. ''Minister Plenipotentiary 

from the Congress of the 
United States, at the Court 
of France." 

It is obsenrable, that, as Dr. Franklin acted on his 
own authority, he could only earnestly recommend to 
the commanders of American armed vessels not to con- 
idder Captain Cook as an enemy ; and it is somewhat 
lemaikable, that he mentions no more than one ship ; 
Captain Clerke not being noticed in the requisition. 
In the confidence which the doctor expressed, with 
respect to the approbation of Congress, he happened to 
be mistaken. As the members of that assembly, at least 
with regard to the greater part of them, were not pos- 
sessed of minds equally enlightened with that of tneir 
ambassador, he was not supported by his masters in 
this noUe act of humanity, or love to science, and of 
liberal policy. The oitlers he had given were instantly 
leversed ; and it was directed by Con^rreas, that especial 
eare should be taken to seize Captam Cook, if an op- 
portuni^ of doing it occorred. All this proceeded fl-om 
a fklse notion, llMt it would be inhirious to the United 
States for the English to obtain a knowledge of the op- 
posite coast of America. 

The conduct of the court of Spain was regulated hj 
similar principles of jealousy. It was apprehended 
hy that court, that there was reason to be cautioua of 
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granting, too easily, an indalgenoe to Captain Cook ; 
since it was not certain what miacbiefr might ensiie to 
the Spaniards from a northern passage to their Ameii* 
can dominions. M. de Belluga, a Spanish gentleman 
and officer, of a liberal and a phiiosophioal turn of 
mind, and who was a m^nber of the Royal Society of 
London, endeavoared to prevAil upon the Count of 
Florida Blanca, and M. d Almodavar, (e ff^Jit an or* 
der of pvotection to the Resofaition and iHacovery ; 
«nd he Ottered himself, thi^the ministers of the king 
of Spain woidd be prevailed upon to prefer the cause 
of science to the partial views of interest: but the Spa- 
nish government was not capable of rising to so enkr^ 
«d ami magnanimous a plaa of policy. To the Frendi 
Bation alone, therefore, was reserved the honour of set- 
ting an example of wisdom and humanity, which, I trust 
will not, bereafker, be ao uncommon in the history ot 
-mankind. 

The progress of the voyage, after the decease of 
Captain Cook, doth not fiul within the daaign of the 
present narrative.* 
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CSkoracCsr ofCapUan Cook.—JMet» «fhi» VoyageB—-' 
TeatimonieB of AmUsuM.^^ommemonMlions of hi» 
8ervice8.-^R^ra paid to hi» Fam3y.^^C€neiuMiaiu 



From the relation that iias been given of Captam 
Cook's courae of life, and of the important events in 
which he was enraged, my readers canmit be strangera 
Co his general character. This, therefore, might be 
left to M collected fVom his actions, which are the best 
exhibitions of Uie great qualities of his lAind. But 



* The particulars of ihe voyase, after the death of 
Captain Cook, of which it did not ftJl under Dr. 
Kippis^s plan to give a nairatrve, wiU be ibimd in the 
Appendix. 
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perhaps, wen I not to endeavoqr to afford a sammaiy 
▼tew of hiin in these respects, I might be thought to 
fkil in that duty which I owe to the public on th» pie* 
aent occasion. 

It cannot, I think, be denied, that genius belonged 
to Captain Cook in an eminent degree. By genina I 
do not here understand imagination merely, or that 
power of culling the flowers of fancy which poetry 
delights in ; but an inventive mind ; a mind full of re* 
sources ; wad which, by its own native vigour^ can sug- 
gest noble oliects of pursuit, and the most effectual 
methods of attaining them. This faculty was possess- 
ed by our navigator in its full energy, as is evident from 
the uncommon sagacity and penetration which he dis- 
covered in a vast variety of critical and difficult aitua* 
tions. 

To genius Captain Cook add^ application, without 
which nothing very valuable or peimanent can be ao* 
eomplbhed, even by the brightest capacity. For an un- 
remitting attention to whatever related to his profes- 
sion, he was distinguished in early life. In every aflkir 
that was undertaken bv him, his assiduity waa without 
interruption, and without abatement Wherevfsr he 
came, ne suffered nothing, which was fit for a seaman 
to know or to practice, to paaa unnoticed, or to escape 
his diligence. 

The genius and application of Captain Cook were 
followed by a large extent of knowledge ; a know- 
led^ which, besidm a consummate acquaintance with 
navigation, comprehended a number of other sciences. 
In tliis respect the ardour of his mind rose above the 
disadvantages of a very confined education. His pro- 
gress in the difierent branches ^the mathematics, and 
particularly in astronomy, became so eminent, that, at 
length, he was able to take the lead in making the ne- 
cessary observations of -this kind, in the course of his 
voyages. He attained likewise to such a degree of 
proficiency in general learning, and the art of compo- 
sition, as to be able to express himself with a manly 
clearness and propriety, and to become respectable 
as the narrator, as well aa the performer, qf great 
actions. 
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Another thing, strikingly conspicuous in Captain 
Cooli, was the perseverance with which he pursued 
the noble objects to which his life was devoted. This, 
indeed, was a most distinguished feature in his cha- 
racter: in this he scarcely ever had an equal, and never 
a superior. Nothing could divert him from the points 
he aimed at ; and he persisted in the prosecution of 
them, through difficulties and obstructions, which would 
have deterred minds of very considerable strength and 
firmness. 

What enabled him to persevere in all his mighty un- 
dertakings, was the invincible fortitude of his spirit 

Of this, instances without number occur in the ac- 
counts of his expeditions ; two of which I shall take 
the liberty of recalling to the attention of my readers. 
The first is, the undaunted magnanimity with which he 
prosecuted his discoveries along the whole south-east 
coast of New Holland. Surrounded >as he was with 
the greatest posstMe dangers, arising from the perpe- 
tual succession of rocks, shoals, and tu^akers, and 
having a ship that was almost shaken to pieces by re- 
peated perils, his vigorous mind had a regard to 
nothing but what he thought was required of him by 
his duty to the public. It will not be easy to find, in 
the history of navigation, a parallel example of con* 
rageous exertion. The other circumstance I would re- 
fer to, is tlK) boldness with which, in his second vovage, 
after ha lefl the Cape of Good Hope, he pushed, for- 
ward into unknown seas, and penetrated through innu- 
merable mountains and islands of ice, in the search of 
a southern continent. It was like -launching into chaos: 
all was obscurity, all was darkness before him; and no 
event can be compared with it, excepting the sailing of 
Magelhaens, from the straits which bear his name, into 
the Pacific Ocean. 

The fortitude of Captain Cook, being founded upon 
reason, and not upon instinct, was not an impetuous 
valour, but accompanied with complete self-possession. 
He was master of himself on every trying occasion, 
and seemed to be the more calm and collected, the 
greater was the exigence of the case. In the most 
perilous situations, when our cmnmander had given 
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the proper directions concerning what was to be done 
while he went to rest, he could sleep, during the hoan 
he had allotted to himself with perfect compoeore and 
MMindness* Nothing coaM be a surer indication of an 
elevated mind ; of a mind that was entirely satisfied 
with itself amd the mcasares it had taken. 

To all these ^reat qualities. Captain Cook added the 
most amiable virtues. That it was impossible for anj 
one to excel him in humanity, is apparent from his 
treatment of his men through ail nis voyages, and 
from his behaviour to the natives of the countries 
which were discovered by him. The health, the con* 
venience, and, as far as it could be admitted, the emoy- 
ment of the seamen, wese the constant objects of his 
attention ; and he was anxiously solicitous to meliorate 
the condition of the inhabitants of the several islands 
and places which he visited* With regard to their 
thieveries, he candidly apologized for, and overlook- 
ed, many oflfenoes which othM« would have sharply 
punished: and when he was laid under an- indispensa- 
ble necessity of proceeding %o any acta of seventy, he 
never exerted them, without feeling much reluctance 
and concern. 

In the private relations of life Captain Cook was en- 
titled to high commendadons. He was excellent as a 
husband and afatber, and sincere and steady in his 
friendships : and to this it may be added, that he pos- 
sessed that gc^neral sobriety and virtue of character, 
which will always be found to constitute the best secu- 
li^ and ornament of every other moral qualification. 

With the greatest benevolence and humanity of 
disposition, Capla'm Cook was occasionally subject to 
a hastiness of temper. This, which has been exagge> 
rated 1^ the few (and they are indeed few) who are 
un&vourable to his memory, is acknowledged by his 
friends. It is mentioned both by Captain King and 
Mr. Sencwell, in their delineations of his character. 
Mr. Hayley, in one of bis poems, calls him the miU 
Cook; but, perhaps, that is not the happiest epithet 
which could have been applied to him. Mere mildness 
can scarcely be eoaaidered as the most prominent 
and dirtinctive f ea fs e in the mind of a man« whose 
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pow«n of understanding and of action were to itrong 
and elev^ed, who had such immense difficulties to 
■tninle with, and who must frequently have been 
called to the firmest exertions of authority and com- 
mand. 

Lastly, Captain Cook, was distinguished by a profteitf 
which IS almost univenmlly the concomitant of truly 
great men, and that is, a simplicity of manners. In con- 
versation be was unaffected and unassuming; rather 
backward in pushing discourse ; but obliging and com- 
municative in his answers to those who addressed him 
for the purposes of information. It was not possible, 
that, in a mind constituted like his, such a paltry quality 
as vanity could find an existence. 

In this imperfect delineation of Captain Cook*s cha- 
racter, I have spoken of him ij^ a manner which is 
fully justified by the whole course of his life and ac- 
tions, and which is perfectly agreeable to the senti- 
ments, of those who were tlie most nearly conne<^nd 
with him in the habits of intimacy and friendship. 
The mctures which some of them have drawn of him, 
though they have already been presented to the public, 
cannot here with propriety be omitted. Captain King 
has expressed himself concerning him in the following 
terms. **The constitution of his body was robust, 
inured to labour, and capable of undergoing the se- 
verest hardships. His stomach bore, without difficulty, 
the coarsest and most unsratefu] food : — Great was the 
' wjfference with which he submitted to oveir kind of 
self-denial. The qualities of his mind were of the same 
hardy vigorous kind with those of bis body. His under- 
standing was strone and perspicacious. His judgment, 
in whatever related to the services he was engaged in, 
quick and sure. I{ii designs were bold and manly; 
and both in the conception, and in the mode of execu- 
tion, bore evident marks of a great original genius. His 
courage was cool and determined, and accompanied 
with an admirable presence of mind in the moment of 
danger. His temper might perhaps have been justly 
blamed, as sukgect to hastiness and passion, had not 
these been disanned by a disposition tae most benevo- 
lent and humane. 

o 
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**8oehw«re tbe outlines of Captaiii Cook^ i^tmn-o- 
tor ; bat its most distinguishiDg feature was thai utire- 
nittinf perseverance in the puniiit of his object, which 
WM not only superior to tlie opposition of dansetB, 
and the pressure of hardships, but even exempt from 
the wttBt of ordinary relaiation. During the long and 
tedious Toyn^ in which he was engaged, his eacer- 
ness and activity were never in the least abated. No 
incidental temptation ooold detain him for a moment : 
even those ittervah of recreation, which sometimes 
unavoidably occurred, and were looked for by ns with 
a longing, that persons, who have experienced the fh- 
tignes oTservice, will readily excuse, were submitted to 
by him with a certain impatience, whenever they could 
not be employed in making a farmer provision for the 
more eflfbctual prosecution of his designs." 

•* The <^racter of Captain Cook," sayi Mr. Sam 
well, ** will be best exemplified by the services he has 
perifbnned, which are universally known, and have 
ranked his name above that of any navigator of a^^ 
cient or of modem times. Nature had endowed hitr 
with a mind vigorous and comprehensive, which in his 
riper yean he had cultivated with care and industr^/ 
Wb general knowledge was extensive and various : m 
that of bis own profession, he was unequalled. Wi^b 
a clear judgment, strong masculine sense, and the most 
determined resolution ; with a genius peculiarly turned 
for enterprise, he pursued his object with onshakiA 
perseverance: — vigilant and active in an eminent de- 

n>— cool and intrepid among dangers ; patient and 
under difficulties and distress; fertile in ezp»> 
diMits ; great and original in all his designs ; active and 
resolved in carrying them into execution. These 
qualities rendered him the animating spirit of the ex* 
pedition v in every cntuation, he ste«d unrivalled and 
done ; on him aH eyes were turned ; he was our lead- 
ing-star, which, at its setting, left us invoh"ed in darkneea 
uid despair. 

*His Gonstitation was strong, his mode of living 
temperale. He was a modest man, and rather beah- 
fhl ; of aa agreeable Uvety convenation, sensible aad 
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intellicent. In hb temper he was somewhat hasty, but 
of a disposition the most friendly, benevolent, and hu- 
mane. His person was above six feet high, and, 
tboagh a good looking man, he was plain both in ad- 
dress and appearance. His head was small ; his hair, 
which was a dark brown, he wore tied behind. His 
face was full of expression ; his nose exoeedingW well 
diaped ; his eyes, which were small and of a brown 
cast, were qnick and piercing; his eye-brows promi- 
nent, which gave his countenance altogether an air of 
austerity. 

'* He was beloved by his people, who looked ap to 
him as a &ther, and obeyed his commands with alacri- 
ty. The confidence we placed in him was unremit- 
ting; our admiration of his great talents, unbounded ; 
our esteem for his good qualities, affectionate and sin- 



*' He was remarkably distinguished for the activity 
of his mind : it was that which enabled him to pay an 
unwearied attention to every o^ect of the service. 
The strict economy he observed in the expenditure of 
the ship's stores, and the unremitting qare he employed 
for the preservation of the health of his people, were 
the causes that enabled him to prosecute aiscoveries in 
remote parts of the globe, for such a length of time, as 
had been deemed impracticable by former navigators. 
The method he discovered for preserving the heuth of 
teamen in lon|^ voyagep, will transmit his name to pos* 
terity as the fhend and bene&ctor of mankind : the suc- 
cess which attended it afforded this truly great man more 
satisfaction than the distinguished fame that attended 
his discoverieB. 

** England has been unanimous in her tribute of 
applause to his virtues, and all Europe has borne testi- 
mony to his merit. There is hanuy a comer of the 
earth, however remote and savage, that will not long 
remember his benevolence and humanity. The ffrate- 
fal Indian, in time to come, pointing to the herds 
^fjmtnu^ bis fertile plains, will relate to his children 
now the first stock of them was introduced into the 
eoantry ; and the name of Cook will be remembered 
•ipoiig thoee benign ^^[^irits, whom they worship as 
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the source of every good, and the fbuntain of every 
Uessing." 

At the conclusion of the Introdaction to the Vmge 
to the Facific Ocean^ is an eulogium on Captain Cook, 
drawn up by one of his own profession, of whom it is 
said, that he is not more distinguished by the elevation 
of rank, than by the dignity of private virtues. Though 
this excellent eulogium must be known to many, and 
perhaps to most, of my readers, they will not be dis- t 
pleased at having the greater part of it brought to their 4 
recollection. 

Captain James Cook ** possessed,'* says the writer, 
"in an eminent degree, all the qualifications requi- 
site for his profession and great undertakings; to> 
gether with the amiaUe and worthy qualities of Uie best 
men. 

" Cool and deliberate in judging : sagftcioos in deter- 
mining: active in executing : steaay and persevering in 
enterprising from vigilance and unremitting caution : 
unsubdued i)y labour, difficulties, and disappointments : 
fertile in expedients : never wanting presence of mind ; 
always possessing himself, and the full use of a sound 
understanding. 

** Mild, just^ but exact in disdpline : he was a father 
to his people, who were attached to him from affection, 
and obedient from confidence. 

**His knowledge, his experience, his sagacity, ren- 
dered him so entirely master of his sulgect, that die 
greatest obstacles were surmounted, and ue most dan- 
gerous navigations became easy, and almost safe, under 
his direction. 

'*By his benevolent and unabating attention to the 
welfare of his ahip*8 company, he discovered and in- 
troduced a system for the preservation of the health of 
seamen in long voyages, which has proved wonderfully 
efficacious. 

** The death of this eminent and valuable man was 
a loss to mankind in general ; and particularly to be 
deplored by every nation that respects useful accom- 
plishments, that honours science, and loves the bene- 
volent and amiable affections of the heart. It is still 
more to be deplored by this country, which may justly 
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boast of having produced a man hitherto nneqaalled 
for nautical talents ; and that sorrow is farther aggra^ 
vated by the reflection, that his country was deprived 
of this ornament by the enmity of a people, froia 
mrhom, indeed, it might have been dreaded, but from 
mrhom it was not deserved. For, actuated always by 
the most attentive carie and tender compassion for the 
savages in general, this excellent man was ever assi' 
daously endeavouring, by kind treatment, to dissipate 
their reara, and court their- friendship ; overlooking 
their thefts and treacheries, and frequently interposing, 
at the hazard of his life, to protect them n'om the sad- 
den resentment of his own injured people. 

** Traveller! contemj^late, admire, revere, and emtr- 
late this great master in his profession ; whose skill 
and labours have enlaiged natural philosophy; have 
extended nautical science; and have disclosed the 
lonff-concealed and admiraUe arrangements of the AI- 
mi^ty in the formation of this globe, and, at the same 
time, the arrogance of mortals, in presuming to ac- 
count, by their speculations, for the laws by which he 
was pleased to create it. It is now discovered, beyond 
all doubt, that the same great Being who created the 
universe by hisjEot, by the same ordained our earth to 
keep a just poise, without a corresponding southern 
continent, and it does so. He stretaies out the north 
over the empty pUice^ and hangeth the earth upon no- 
thing. Job xxvi. 7. 

** If the arduous but exact researches of this extra- 
ordinary man have not discovered a new world, they 
have discovered seas unnavi^ated and unknown before. 
They have made us acquainted with > islands, people, 
and productions of which we had no conception. And 
if he has not been so fortunate as Americns, to give his 
name to a continent, his pretensions to such a distinc- 
tion remain unrivalled ; and he will be revered while 
Uiere remains a page of his own modest account of his 
voyages, and as long as mariners and geographers shall 
be instructed by his new map of the southern hemi- 
sphere, to trace the various coursei^and discoveries he 
has made. 

**If public aervices merit pufallo acknowledgments ; 



17ft CBARACTtft OV 

if the man, who adorned and raiaed the ftme of 
country, ia deaenring of honoiira, then Captain Coek 
desenrea to have a monument raiaed to hia meoMiy, bj 
a generous and grateful nation. 

* Virtutis nberrimum alimentam eat honoa.* 

Val. Maximus, lib. iL cap. 6.*' 

The kat character 1 ahaU here inaert of Captain 
Cook, cornea from a learned writer, who, in oonae* 
({nenoe of aome disagreenaenta which are understood to 
have subsisted between him and our great navigator, 
cannot be auapected of intending to celebrate hun in 
the language of Battery. Dr. Reinhold Former, haviqg 
given a short account of the captain'a death, adda an 
follows : ** Thus fell thia troly glorious and justly ad- 
mired navigator. If we consider hia extreme abilitie8« 
both natural and acquired, the firmneaa and conaCaacy 
of hia nnnd, his truly paternal care for the crew in* 
trusted to him, the amiable manner with whidi he 
knew how to gain the friendship of all the savage and 
uncultivated nations, and even hia conduct towards 
hia friends and acquaintance, we must acknowledge 
him to have been one of the greatetrt men of hia age, 
and that reason justifies the tear which friendship pays 
to bis memory." After such an encomium on Captam 
Cook, less regard may tustly be paid to the deductions 
from it, which are added by Dr. Forster. What be 
hath said concerning the captain'a temper, aeema to 
have received a tincture of exaggeration, from preja- 
dice and personal animoaity ; ana the Doctor's insinua- 
tion, that our navigator obstructed Lieutenant Pickert- 
gill's^ promotion, is, I have goodreaaon to btlieve, 
wholly groundless. There ia another error which m«at 
not pass unnoticed. Dr. Forster puty in hia ctfveat 
against giving the name of Cook's Straits to the straita 
between Asia and America, discovered by Beeriiw. 
But if the Doctor had read the Voyage to the Pkcims 
Ocean, published by authority, he would have aeee, 
that there was no design of robbing Beering of the ho- 
nour to which he was entitled. 

From a survey ^f Captain Cook'a character, it m 
natural to extend our reflections to the effects of the 
aeveral expeditions in which he waa engaged. Tbeee, 
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indesd, mint have laiigely appeared in the general hie* 
tOTj of his life ; and they have finely been di8|riayed 
hv Dr. Doaglas, in his admirable Introduction to the 
Voyate to ue Pacific Ocean. Under the conduct of 
mo abfo a guide, I shall rabjoin a short view of the sab* 
jecit. 

It most, however, be obeer?ed, diat, with re^rd to 
the three principal couBequences of our great navigator's 
transactions, I have nothinc fardwr to offer. These are, 
his haying dispelled the ulusion of a Terra Aushtdis 
IncQgnHa ; his demonstration of theimprscticability of a 
Borthem passagelrom the I^cific to the Atlantic Ocean; 
arid his havnig established a sure method of preserving 
die health of seamen in die longest voyages, and 
Itooiigh every variety of latitude and climate. Con- 
cerning each of these capital otgects, I have already so 
fhlly spoken, that it is not in my power to add to the 
inpressfon <nf their importance, and of Captain Cook*s 
merits in relation to them, which, 1 trust, is firmly fixed 
on the mind of every reader. 

It is justly remarked, by Dr. Douglas, that one 
great advantage accruing to the world from oar late 
surreys of the globe, is, that they, have confuted fan* 
eiftal theories, too likely to give birth to impracticable 
ondertakings. The ingenious reveries of speculative 
philosopher!, which have so long amused the learned, 
and raised the most sanguine expectations, are now 
obliged to submit, perhaps with reluctance, to the 
sober dictates of truth and experience. Nor will it 
be only by discouraging future unprofitable searehes, 
that thie late voyages will be of service to mankind, 
bat also by lessening the dai^rs and distresses for- 
merly experienced in those seas which are within the 
•otnal line of commerce and navigation. From the 
British discoveries, many commereial improvements 
may be expected to arise in our own times ; but, in fu- 
ture ages, such improvements may be extended to a 
degree, of which, at prssent, we Inve no conception. 
In the lon^ chain or causes and effects, no one can 
tell how widely and braiefieiallv the mutual intereourw 
of ^ varioas inhabitants of ^e earth may hereafter 
be carried on, in conseqoeBce of the means of faeilitat- 
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ing it, which hare been explored and- pointed out bj 
Captain Cook. 

The interests of science, as well as of commerce, 
stand highly indebted to this illustriotis navigator. 
That a knowledge of the globe on which we live is a 
ver^ desirable object, no one can call in questioB. 
This is an oigect which, while it is ardendy puraoed 
by the most enlishtened philosophers, is sought for 
with avidity, even oy those whose studies do not carnr 
them beyond . the lowest rudiments of leammg. tt 
need not be said what gratification Captain Cook hath 
provided for the worid in this respect Before the 
voyages of the present reign took pkce, nearly half the 
sunace of the earth was bidden in obscurity and con- 
fusion. From the discoveries of our navigator, geogra- 
phy has assumed a new &ee, and become, in a great 
measur^ a new science ; having attained to such « 
completion, as to leave only some less important parts 
of tfa^ l^obe to be explored by future vojugers.* 

Happily for the advancement of knowledge, acqui> 
sitions cannot be obtained in any <»e brancl^ without 
leading to acquirftions in other branches, of equal, and 
perhaps of superior consequence. New oceans cannot 
be traversed, or new countries visited, without pre* 
senting fresh otyects of .speculation and inquiry, and 
carrying the practice, as well as the theory, of phi- 
losophy to a higher degree of perfection. Nounodl 
astronomy^ in particular, was in its infancy, when the 
late voyages were first undertaken; but, during the 
prosecution of them, and especially in Caj^n Cook's 
last expedition, even many of the petty officers could 
observe the distance of the moon from the sun, or a 
star, the most delicate of all observations, with sufll- 
cient accuracy. As for the officers of superior rank, 
they would have felt themselves ashamea to have it 
thought that they did not know how to observe for, 
and compute the time at sea ; though such a thing had, 
a little before, scarcely been heard of among seamen. 
Nay, first-rate philosophers had doubted the possibilitv 
of doing it with the exactness that could be wished 

* lieutenant Roberto's admirable chart will set this 
matter in the strongest light. 
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It must, hawever, be remembered, that a Wrffo fihare of 

fraiae is due to the Board of Longitude, for the pro- 
ciency of the genilemen of the navy in taking obser- 
Yationa at sea. la consequence of the attention of 
that board to this impoitant oligect, liberal rewards 
have been given to mathematicians for perfecting the 
lunar tables, and facilitating calculations; and artists 
have been amply encouraged in the construction of 
instruments and watches, much more accurately and 
completely adapted to the purposes of navigation than 
formerly existed. 

It is needless to. mention what a quantity of addi- 
tional information has been gained with respect to the 
lise and times of the flowing of the tides ; the direction 
And force of currents at sea ; and the cause and nature 
of the polarity of the needle, and the theory of its varia- 
tions. Natural Itnowledge - has been increased by ei- 
periments on the effects of gravity in different and very 
distant places ; and from Captain Cook's having pene- 
trated so far into the Southern Ocean, it is now ascer- 
tained, that the phenomenon, usually called the Aurora 
BorieaUB, is not peculiar to high northern latitudes, but 
belongs equally to all cold climates, whether they be 
north or south. 

Amidst the different branches of science that have 
been promoted by the late expeditions, there is none, 
perlwps, that stands so highly indebted to them as the 
science of botanv. At least twelve hundred new plants 
have been added to the known system ; and large ac- 
cessions of intelligence have accrued with regard to 
every other part of natural history. This point has al- 
ready been evinced by the writings of Dr. Sparrman, of 
the two Forsters, father and son, and of Mr. Pennant; 
and this point will illustriously he manifested, when the 
great work of Sir Joseph Banks shall be accomplished« 
and |[iven to the world. 

It IS not to the enlargement of .natural knowledge 
only, that the effects arising from Captain Cook's voy- 
ages are to be confined. Another important ol^ect of 
study has been opened by them ; and that is, the study 
of human nature, in situations various, interesting, and 
oncommon. The ialands visited in the centre of tho 

Voi. IL M 
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Somb Facifle Ooedn, and the prioeipai mwm of tte 
operatioiu of oar diBOoveran, were onCrodden greoiML 
Aa the inhabitaiiCB, bo ftr u could be obaerved, had 
coBtmaed, tnm their orniaal aettleiiieiit, unmized wMt 
any difflsreiit tribe; as tbej had been left entirely to 
their own powen for every art of life, and to their 
own remote traditionB for every political or rditWM 
coftom or inslitatioB; aa they were oninforraed by 
acienee, and onimprored by education, they oonld sot 
bat afford munf rabjecta of apeeuiation to an inqoiaitive 
and philosophical mind. Hence may be colleded a 
variety of important facta with reapect to the atate of 
man : with reapect to hm attniamenta «nd deficieneieai 
hia virtuea ana vioea, hia enploymenta and d ire w io am^ 
hia feelinga, mannen, and coatoma, in a certain period 
of Bocieu. Even the curioaitiea which have been 
brouriit from Uw diaoovered ialanda, and which ewnch 
the Britiah Moaeum, and die late Sir Aahton Lever^e 
repoaitory, may be conaidered aa a valuable aequiaition 
to tbiB country ; aa aopplyiag no amall ftmd m ndu^ 
mation and entertainment. 

Few inquiriea are more iatereatittg than those which 
relate to the migratioaa of the variooa ftmihiea or 
tribes that have peopled the earth. It was known in 
general, that the Aaiatic nation, called Malayaaa, poe- 
aeaaed, in former times, much the gieateat true in the 
Indies ; and that they frequented, with their mrnvfaavt 
ahips, not onlv all the coaata of Asia, bat ventnrad 
over even to the coaBta c^ Africa, and particalarty to 
the great island of Madagascar. Bat that, from Ma* 
dagaacar to the Marqoesas and Easier island, that ia, 
nearly from the east side of Africa, till we approach 
towards the west side d America^ a space including 
abore iuilf the eircamference of the gltfbe, the aame 
nation of the oriental world ahould nve made their 
aettlements, and founded coloniea throughout almoBt 
every intermediate stage of this immense tract, in 
iaiaiida at amasin^ distances from the mother cond* 
nents, and the nativea of which were ienorant of each 
etber'a existence-^ an biatorical fact, uiat, before Cap- 
tain Cook's voyages, could be but very imperfectly 
known. He it is who hath discovered a vast nomber 
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of new apou of land lurking in the boflom of the Sooth 
Facific Ocean, all the inhabitants of which display 
Btrikiog evidences of their having derived their descent 
from one common Asiatic original. Nor is this appa- 
rent solely from a similarity of customs and insUUi- 
tioni^ but is establifhed bv a proof which conveys 
irresistiUe conviction to toe mind, and that is, the 
affinity of language. The collections that have been 
made of the woros which ara used in the widely-dif^ 
fused islands and countries that ^ve lately been visited, 
cannot fail, in the hands of such men as a Bryant and 
a Hacsden, to throw much light on the orifnn of na- 
tions, and the peopling of the globe. From Sir. Man- 
den, in particular, who has devoted his attention^ time, 
and study to this carious subject, the literary world 
may hereafter expect to be highly insthicted and enter- 



There is another ftmily of the earth, concerning 
which new information has been derived from the voy- 
ages of our British navigators. That the Esquimaux, 
wno had hitherto only bmn found seated en the coasts 
of Labradore and Hudson*s Bay, acreed with the 
Greenlanders in every circumstance of customs, man- 
nen, and language, which could demonstrate an ori- 

E* lal identity of nation, had already been ascertained. 
It that the same tribe now ^actually inhabit the 
islands and coasts on the west side of North America^ 
<^ppoaite Kamtschatka, was a discovery, the comple- 
tion of which was reserved for Captain Cook. From 
hia account it appears that these people have extended 
their migrations to Norton Sound, Oonalashka, and 
Prince Willtam*s Sound : that is, to nearly the distance 
of fifteen hondiipd leagues from their stations in Green- 
land, and the coast of Labradore. Nm* does this cu- 
rious Act rest merely on the evidence arising from 
■imilitude of manners : for it stands confirmed by a 
table of wt>rds, exhibUing such an affinity of language 
as will remove every doubt from the mind of the most 
■crupulous inquirer. 

Other questions there are, of a very important na- 
ture, the solotion of which will now be rendered more 
easy than hath heretofore been apprehended. From 
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the full eonfirmation of the vicinity of the two con- 
tinents of Asia and America, it can no longer be repre- 
sented as ridiculous to believe, that the former furnished 
inhabitants to the latter. By j^he facts recently dis- 
covered, a credibility is added to the Mosaic account of 
the peopline of the earth. That account will, T doubt 
not, stand the test of the most learned and rigorous in- 
vestigation. Indeed, I have lone been conTinced, after 
the closest meditation of which 1 am capable, that sound 
philosophy and genuine revelation never militate against 
each other. The rational friends of religion are so fkr 
from dreading the spirit of inquiry, that they wish for 
nothing more than a candid, calm, and impartial exa- 
mination of the subject, accqrding to all the lights which 
the inoproved reason and the enUrged science of man 
can afford. 

One great effect of the voyages made under the con* 
duct of Captam Cook, is their having excited a zeal 
for similar undertakings. Other pnnces and other 
nations are engaged in expeditions of navigation and 
discovery. By order of the French government. Mess, 
de la Perouse and de l^an^le sailed from Brest, in Au- 
gust, 1785, in the frigates Boussole and Astroloobe, 
on an enterprise, the express purpose of which was the 
improvement of geography, astronomy, natural history, 
ana philobo^y, and to collect accounts of customs and 
manners. For the more effectual prosecution of the de* 
sign, several gentlemen were appointed to go out upon 
the voyage, who were known to excel in different de* 
partments of science and literature. M. DagelM went 
as astronomer; M. de la Martiniere, P. Rfecevour, and 
M. de la Fresne, as naturalists ; and the Ch^falier de 
Lamanon and M. Monges, junior, as natural philc*<o> 

Ehers. The officers of the Boussole were men of the 
est information, and the firmest resolution: and the 
crew contained a number of artificers, in various kinds 
of mechanic employments. Marine watches, and other 
instruments, were provided ; and M. Dagelec- was par- 
ticularly directed to make observations with M. Con- 
daftiine's invariable pendulum, to determine the differ- 
ences in gravity, and to ascertain the true proper* 
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tion of the equatorial to the pohir diameter of the earth. 
From some accounts which have already been received 
of these voyagers, it appears, that they have explored 
the coast of California; have adjusted the sitaation of 
more than fifty places, ahnost wholly unknown ; and 
have visited Owyhee, and the rest of the Sandwich 
Islands. When the expedition shall be completed, 
the whole result of it will doubtless, be laid before the 
public* 

Although Captain Cook has made such vast disco- 
veries in toe Northern Ocean, on and between the east 
of Asia and the west coast of America, Mr. Coxe ha* 
well shown that there is still room for a ferther in- 
vestig;ation of that pait of the" world. Accordingly, 
the object has been taken up by the Empress of Russia^ 
who has committed the conduct of the enterprise to 
Captain Billings, an Englishman in her mi^estv*s ser- 
vice. As Captain Billings was with Captain Cook in 
his last voyage, be may reasonably be supposed to be 
properly qualified for the business he has undertaken. 
The design, with the execution of which he is intrust- 
ed, appears to be very extensive and important ; and, if 
it should be crowned with success, cannot fail of mak- 
ing considerable additions to the knowledge of geogra- 
phy and navigation. 

There is one event at home, which has evidentlv re- 
sulted from Captain Cook's discoveries, and wnich, 
therefore, must not be omitted. What I refer to, ia 
the settlement at Botany Bay. With the genera] po- 
licy of this measure, the present narrative has not any 
concern. The plan, I doubt not^ has been adopted 
with the best intentions, after the maturest delibera- 
tion, and perhaps with consummate wisdom. One 
evident advantage arising from it is, that it will efifec- 
tually prevent a number of unhappy wretches from re- 

* An account of this voyage during the years 178^ 
1786, 1787, 1788, has been published in France, from 
papers transmitted at different times by La Perouse ; but 
nothing since the year 1788 has been received relative to 
the progress of the voyage, or the fate of the voyagers, 
who are all supposed to have perished by shipwreck. 
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taming Iq their fonner scene* of temjitation and gnift, 
and may open to them the oteami of iodastiiouB sub* 
■isteace and moral reformation. If it be wise and pm- 
dently begun and conducted, who can tell what bene- 
ficial consequences may spring from it, in future ages 7 
Immortal Rome is said to have risen (Vom the refuse of 
nuuaikind. 

While we are considering the advanta^ the du- 
roverers have derived Arom the late navigations, a ques- 
tion naturally occurs, which is. What benefits have 
hence accrued to tbedtscooered ? It would be a source 
of the highBst pleasure to be aUe to answer this ques* 
tion to complete satis&ctiott. But it must be acknow- 
ledged, that the subject is not wholly free from doubts 
and difficulties ; ana these doubts snd difficulties mi^fat 
be enlarged upon, and eiaggerated, by an imagination 
which is rather disposed to contemplate and represent 
the dark than the luminous aspect of human affairs. 
In one respect, Mr. SamweU has endeavoured to show, 
that the natives of the lately explored parts of~ the 
world, and especially so far as relates to the Sandwich 
Islands, were not injured by our people, and* it waa 
the constant solicitude and care of Captain Cook, that 
Qvil might not be communicated in any one place to 
which he came. If he was universally successful, the 
good which, in various cases, he was instrumental in 
producing, will be reflected upon with the more pecu 
liar satistaction. 

There is an essential difference between the voyages 
that have lately been undertaken, and many which 
have been carried on .in former times. None of my 
readers can be ignorant of the horrid cruelties that 
were exercised bjr the conquerors of Mexico and 
Peru ; cruelties which can never be remembered, with- 
out blushing for religion and human nature. But to 
undertake expeditions with a design of civilizing the 
world, and meliorating its condition, is a noble ob- 
ject. The recesses of the globe were investigated by 
Captain Cook, not to enlarge private dominion, but to 
IHt>mote general knowledge; the new tribn of the 
earth wmo visited as friends; and an acquaintance 
with their existence was sought for, in order to bring 
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th/OA within the pale of the ^iffioes of hnmanily, and to 
relieve the wants of their imperfect state of society. 
Buch were the benevolent views which onr navigator 
wu commissioned bj his msyesty to carry into ezecUp 
tion ; and there is reason to hope that they will not be 
wholly unsuccessful. From the long-continued inter- 
covrse with the natives of the Friendly, Society, and 
Sandwich Islands, some rays of light must have darted 
on their infant minds. The uncommon objects which 
have been j^resented to th^ir observation, and excited 
their surprise, will naturally tend to enlarge their 
stock of ideas, and to liirnish new materials for the ex- 
ercise of their reasonable facuhies. It is no small addi* 
tion to their comforts of life and their immediate en- 
joyments, that will be derived from the introduction of 
oor useful animals and vegetables; and if the only be- 
nefit they should ever receive from the visits of the 
Enp:ii8h, should be the having obtained fresh means of 
8 jsteiiance, that must be considered as a great ao- 
qoisition. 

But maynot oar hopes be extended to still nobler 
objects ? The connexion which has been opened with 
these remote inhabitants of the world, is the first step 
toward their improvement, and consequences may flow 
from it, which are far beyond our present conceptions. 
Perhaps our late voyages nuiy be the means appointed 
by Providence, of spreading, in due time, the Uesa- 
ings of civilization among the numerous tribes of the 
Soath Pacific Ocean, and preparing them for holding 
an honouraUe rank among the nations of the earth. 
There cannot be a more laudable attempt, than that of 
endeavouring to rescue millions of our fellow-creip 
tures from that state of humiliation in which they now 
exist Nothing can more essentially contribute to the 
attainment of this great end, than a wise and rational 
introduction of the Christian religion ; an introduction 
of it in its genuine simplicity ; as holding out the wor- 
ship of one God, inculcating the purest morality, and 
proniising eternal life as the reward of obedience. These 
are views of things which are adapted to general compre- 
hension, and caicalated to produce the noblest effeeti. 
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Considering the eminent abilitiea displayed by Ca^ 
tain Cook, and the mighty actions penorined by him, 
it is not surprising that his memory should be held in 
the highest estimation, both at home and abroad. 
Perhaps, indeed, greater honour is paid to his name 
abroad than at home- Foreigners, I am informed, look 
up^ to him with an admiration which is not equalled in 
this country. A remarkable proof of it occurs, in the 
eulogy of our navigator, by Michael Angelo Gianetti, 
which was read at the roxril Florentine academy, on 
the 9th of June, 1785, and published at Florence, in 
the same year. Not having seen it, [ am deprived of 
the power of doing justice to its merit. If I am not 
mistaken in my recollection, one of the French literary 
academies has proposed a prize for the best eulogimn 
on Captain Cook ; and there can be no doubt but that 
several candidates will appear upon the occasion, and 
exert the whole force of tocir eloquence on so interest 
inga subject. 

To the applauses of our navigator, which have al- 
ready been inserted, I cannot avokl adding some poeti- 
cal testimonies concerning him. The first I shall pro- 
duce is from a foreign poet, M. TAbbe Lisle. This 
gentleman has concluded his ** Les Jardins" with an 
encomium on Captain Cook, of which the following 
lines are a translation. 

"Give, g^ve me flowers : with earlands of renown 
Those glorious exiles* brows my hands shall crown. 
Who nobly sought on distant coasts to find, 
Or thither bore those arts that bless mankind : 
Thee chief^ brave Cook, o*er whom, to nature dear. 
With Britain, Gallia drops a pitying tear. 
To foreign climes and rude, where nought before 
Announced our vessels but their cannons' roar. 
Far other gifts thy better mind decreed, 
IHie sheep, the heifer, and the stately steed; 
The plough, and all thy country's arts ; the crioMi 
Atonmg thus of earlier savage times. 
With peace each land thv Inrk was wont to hail. 
And tears and blessings nll'd thy parting saiL 
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Rftoeire a etraoger's |^ ' <» - .-or Brteia^ tfioa 

Fort>id theae wreaths to grace thy Hero's brow, 

Nor scorn the tribute of a foreign song. 

For Virtue's sons to every land belong: 

And shall the Gallic Muse disdain to pay 

The meed of worth, when Legris leads the way? 

But what avaird, that twice tnou dar'dst to try 

The frost-bound sea, and twice the burning sky, 

That by winds, waves, and every realm rever'd. 

Safe, only safe, thy sacred vessel steer'd; 

That war for thee forget its dire commands? 

The world's great friend, ah! bleeds fay savage hands.'* 

There have not been wanting elegaht writers of our 
own country, who have embraced with pleasure the 
opportunities that have offered of paying a tribute of 

5 raise to Captain Cook. The ingenious and amiable 
[iss Hannah More has lately seized an occasion of 
celebrating the homane intentions of the' captain's dis- 
coveries. 

*' Had those advent'rotis spirits, who explore 
Through ocean's trackless wastes, the far-sought shorBi 
Whetlwr of wealth insatiate, or of power. 
Conquerors who waste, or ruffians who devonr : 
Had these possess'd, O Cook ! thy gentle mind, 
Thy love of arts, thy love of human-kind; 
Had these pursu'd thy mild and lib'ral plan, 
Df scovBRKRS had not been a curse to man ! 
Then, bless'd Philanthropy ! thy social hands 
Kid link'd dissever'd worlds in brothers' bands; 
Careless, if colour, or if clime divide; 
Then lov'd, and loving, man had liv'd, and died.** 

Soon after the account arrived in England of Cap-' 
tain Cook's decease, two poems were published m 
celebration of his memory ; one of which was an Ode, 
by a Mr. Fitzgerald, of Gray's Inn. But the first, both 
in order of time and of merit, was an Elegy, by Miss 
Seward, whose poetical talents have been displayed in 
many beautiful mstances to the public. This lady, in 
the beginning of her poem, has ftdmirably represented 
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die ptiaeipto of humnnity by which the oajrtaia ww 
ttatM ia am undertakuigs. 

" Ye, who ere while for Cook's illuetribas brow 
Pluck*d the green laurel, and the oaken bough, 
Hung the m garlaodt on the trophied oara. 
And poor'd his lame along a thousand shores, 
Strike the slow death-bell I — ^weave the sacred vene, 
And strew the cypress o'er his honoured hearse; 
In sad procession wander round the shrine, 
And weep him mortal, whom ye snng divine ! 

"Say nrst, what Pow*r inspir'd his dauntless breast 
With scorn of linger, and inglorious rest. 
To quit imperial I^ndon*s gorgeous plains ; 
Where, rob*d in thousand tintL bright Pleasure leigiMi? 
What Pow*r inspir*d his dauntless breast to brave 
The 8Corch*d Equator, and th* Antarctic wave? 
Clkaee, where fierce suns in cloudless ardours shine. 
And p<Hir the dazzling deluge round the Line; 
The realms offrost where icy mountains rise, 
*Mid the pale summer of the polar skies? — 
It was Humanity!— on coasts unknown, 
The shivering natives of the frozen zone, 
And the swart Indian, as be faintlv strays j 

* Where Cancer reddens in the solar blaM,* . J 

She bade him seek : — oa each inclement shore I 

Plant the rich seeds of her exhanstless store j I 

Unite the savage hearts, and hostile hands, ' 

In the firm coinpact of her gentle bands ; 
Strew her soft comforts o'er the barren plain. 
Sins her sweet lays, and consecrate her feme. 

"It was Humanity !— O Nymph divine ! 
I see thv lisht step print the boming Line ! 
There thy bri|^ eye the dubious pQot goides. 
The faint oar struggling with the scalding ti des 
On as thou lead'st the bold, the glorious prow, 
Mild, and more mild, the slopiog sunbeams glow ; 
Now weak and pale the lessen'd lustres play. 
As round th' horizon rolls the timid day; 
Baxb'd with the sleeted snow, the driving hail, 
Bi|sh the fierce arrows of the polar sale ; 
And through the dim, unvaried, liogrins boanu 
Wide o'er the waves incumbent hoiror Iow'ib." 
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Cftptain Cook's endeaTours to serve the inludbhanta 
of New Zealand, by the vegetaUes and animals he left 
among them, are thus described: 

*' To these the hero leads his livinff store, 
And pours new wonders on th' uncuIturM shore; 
The silky fleece, fair fruit, and eolden grain ; 
Aiul future herds and harvests bless the phiin. 
O'er the green soil his kids exulting play, 
And sounds his clarion loud the bird of day; 
The downy soose her ruffled ix)som laves; 
Trims her white wing, and wantons in the waves ; 
Stem moves the bull along th' affrighted shores, 
And couQtless nations tremble as he roars." 

I shall only add the pathetic and animated concIosiM 
of this fine jpoem. 

** But ah !— aloft on Albion's rocky steep, 
That frowxa incumbent o'er the boiling deep, 
Solicitous and sad, a softer foim 
Eyes the lone flood, and deprecates the stonn.^ 
Ill-fated matron !— for, alas f in vain 
Thy eager glances wander o'er the main ! — 
'Tis thevei'd biHows, that insurgent rave, 
Their white foam silvers yonder distant wave, 
'Tis not bis sails ! — thy husband comes no more! 
His bones now whiten an^ccursed shore!— > 
Retired—for hark ! the sea-gull shrieking soars. 
The lurid atmosphere portentous low'rs; 
Night's sullen spirit groans in ev'ry gale, 
And o'er the waters draws the darkung veil. 
Sighs in thy hah-, and chills thy throbbing breast— - 
Gk>, wretched mourner !*^weep thy griefe to lest ! ' 

** Yet, though through life is lost each fond delight, 
Though set thy earthly sun in dreary night, 
Oh ! raise thy thoughts to yonder starry plain. 
And own thy sorrow selfish, weak, and vain : 
Since while Britannia, t6 his virtues just. 
Twines the bright wreath, and rears th' immortal bast ; 
While on each wind of heav'n his fiim^ shall rise, 
In endksi incense to the smiling sUes; 



188 nrooMiuMs upon captain cook. 

Thk attendant Power, that bade bis sails expand. 
And waft her blessings to each barren land, 
Now raptured bears mm to th' immortal plains, 
Where Mercy hails him with congenial strains ; 
Where soars, on Joy's white plume, his spirit free. 
And angels choir him, while he waits for thee/* 

Captain Cook*8 discoveries, among other effects, hare 
opened new scenes for a poetical fancy to range in, and 
presented new images to the selection of genius and 
taste. The Moraia, in particular, of the inhabitants of 
the Sottth Sea Islands, afford a fine sutgect for the ex- 
ercise qf a plaintive Muse. Such a Muse hath seized 
upon the subiect; and, at the same time, has added 
another wreau to the memory of our navigator. I refer 
to a lady, who hath already, in many passages of her 
" Peru,'* in her " Ode on the Peace,** and, above all, 
in her "Irregular Fragment,** amply proved to the 
world, that she possesses not only the talent of elegant 
and harmonious versification, but the spirit of true 
poetry. The poem, which I have now the pleasure of 
giving for the first time to the public, and which was 
written at my request, will be found in the Appendix. 
It is somewhat remarkable that fbmde poets have hi- 
therto been the chief celebrators of Captain Cook in this 
country. Perhaps a snlgect which wouM furnish ma- 
terials fcMT as rich a production as Camoen's Lnsiad, and 
which would adorn the pen of a Ha^ley or a Cooper, 
may hereafter call forth the genius of some poet of the 
stronger sex. 

The Royal Society c^ London could not lose such a 
member of their body as Captain Cook, without being 
anxious to honour nis name and memory by a par- 
ticular mark of respect. Accordingly, it was resolved 
to do this by a medal ; and a voluntary subscription 
vras opened for the purpose. To such of the fellovra 
of the soci^y as subscribed twenty guineas, a gold 
medal waa appropriated : silver medals were assigned 
to those who contributed a smaller sum ; and to each 
of the other members one in bronze was given. The 
subscribsrs of twenty guineas were. Sir Joseph Basks, 
president ; the Prince of Anspacb, the Duke of Men- 
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taeOf Lord Mulgrave, and Mr. CaTondiah, Mr. Peachy, 
Mr. Perrin, Mr. Poli, and Mr. Shuttlewortfa. Many de^ 
signs, aa mig^ht be expected, were proposed on the oc- 
casion. The medal which wu actually struck, contains 
on one side, the bead of Captain Cook in profile, and 
lound it j.\c. COOK oceani invrstioator acbrri- 
MtJS ; and on the exergue, reo. soc. lono. socio suo. 
On the reverse is a representation of Britannia, holding 
a globe. Round her is inscribed, nil intbntatuh 
NosTRi liquere; and on the exeigae, aitspiciis 
GEonoii III. 

Of the gold medals which were struck on this oc- 
casion, one waa presented to His Majesty, another to 
the Queen, and a third to the Prince of Wales. Two 
were sent abroad : the first to the French king, on ac- 
coant of the protection he had granted to the ships 
under the command of Captain Cook ; and a second 
to the Empress of Russia, in whose dominions th<9 
same ships had been received and treated with every 
degree of friendship and kindness. Both these pre- 
sents were highly acceptable to the great personages 
to whom they were transmitted. The French king 
expressed his satisfaction in a very handsome letter to 
the Royal Society, signed by himself^ and undersigned 
by the Marquis de Vergennes; and the Empress of 
Russia coramiasioned Count Osterman to signify to 
Mr. Fitzherbert the sense she entertained of the value 
of the present, and that she had caused it to be forth- 
with deposited in the Museum of the Imperial Academy 
of^ Sciences. As a farther testimony of tne pleasure she 
derived from it, the Empress presented to the Royal 
Society a large and beautiful gold medal, containing on 
one side the effigies of herself, and on the reverse a re- 
presentation of the statue of Peter the Great. 

After the general assignment of the medals, (which 
took place in the spring of the year 1784,) there being 
a surplus of money still remaining, the president and 
council resolved, that an additionad number should be 
struck olf in gold, to be disposed^of as presents to 
Mrs. Cook, the Earl of Sandwich, Dr. Benjamin 
Franklin, Dr. Cooke, provost of King's College, Ox- 
bridge, and Mr. Planta. . Abovt the same time, it was 
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agreed, that Mr. Anbert shoald be allovred to have a 
gold medal of Captain Cook, on his paying for the gold, 
and the expense of striking it ; in consideration of his 
intention to present it to the King of Poland. 

Daring the two visits of the Resolution and Discoveiy 
at Kamtschatka, it was from Colonel Behm, the com- 
mandant of Uiat province, that the ships, and the ofll- 
cers and men belon^g to them, had received every 
kind of assistance which it was in his power to bestow. 
His liberal and hospitable behavionr to the English na- 
vigators, is related at large in Captain King's Voyage. 
Such was the sense entertained of it by the Lords of the 
Admiralty, that they determined tamake a present to 
the colonel, of a magnificent fHece of plate, with an in- 
fcriptioB expressive of his humane and generous dispo- 
aition and conduct. The elegant pen of Dr. Cooke 
was employed in drawing up the insciiption, which, a^ 
ter it had been sufcgected to the opinion and correction 
of some gentlemen of the first eminence in classical 
taste, was as follows : 

"ViRo BGREoio HAG NO DK Bkrm ; qui Imperatricis 
Au^ustissinuB Catherinae auspiciis, sumraaque animi 
benie:nitate, ssva, quibus [>r«erat, Kamtschatkae littora, 
/ navibus nautisque Britannicis, hosmta pnaebut : eosque 
in terminis, si qui essent Imperio Kussico, fmstra, ex- 
plorandis, mala multa perpessos, iterata vice exc6pit, re- 
fecit, recreavit, et commeatu omni cumalate auctos di- 
misit ; Rei navalis B&fTANNiCiB SEPTEMViai in ali- 
quam benevolentiae tam iasignis memoriam, amicissimo, 
gratissimoque animo, suo, patrieque nomine, D. D. D. 

M.DCC.LXXXI. 

Sir Hugh PaUiser, who throuffh life nMiifested aa 
invariable regard and ftiendship for Captain Cook, has 
displayed a signal instance, since the Captam*s decease 
of the affection and esteem in which he holds his me* 
mory. At his estate in Buckinghamshire, Sir Ho^ 
hath constructed a snail building, on which he. us 
erected a pillar, containing the fine character of our 
great navigator that is given at the end of the Intro- 
doction of the last Voyage, and the principalpart of 
wUcb haa been inserted in ih» prasent work, lb oh** 
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ricter was drawn op by a most respectable gentleman, 
who has long been at the head of tne naval profession, 
the honourable admiral Forbes, admiral or the fleet, 
and general of marines ; to whom Captain Cook was 
only known by his eminent merit and his extraordinary 
actions. 

Amidst the namerous testimonies of regard that 
have been paid to Captain Cook*s merits and memory, 
the important object of providing for his family hath 
{ not been forigotten. Soon after t\» intelligence arrived 
of his anfortunate decease, this matter was taken up 
by the Lords of the Admiralty, with a zeal and an er- 
feet, which the following authentic document wiU fully 
display. 

• 

** At the Court of St James, the 
**(L.S.) Sd of February 1780; 

**PMaent, 

«*The KING'S Most Excellent Majesty in Coancil. 

** Whereas there was this day read, at the Board, a 
memorial from the Right Honourable the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, dated the 27th d last 
month, in the words following ; viz. 

** Having received an authentic account of the 
death of that great navigator, Captain Jamee 
Cook, who has Md the honour of being employed 
by Your MajesQr, in three different voyages, for 
the discovery of unknown conntries, in tM most 
distant paits of the globe; we think it our dnt^ 
humbly to represent to your Miyesty, that thts 
meritorions officer, afier having received from 
Your Migeaty*s gracious benevolence, as a reward 
for his puMic services in two successive circumna- 
vigations, a comfortable and honourable retreat, 
where he might have lived many ^ears to benefit 
his family, he voluntarily relinquished that ease 
and emolument to undertake another of these voy- 
ages of discoveij, in which tlM lile of a commander^ 
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who does his duty, must always be paiticularly 
exposed, and in which, in the execution of that 
duty, he fell, leaving his family, whom his public 
spirit had led him to abandon, as a legacy to his i 
countnr. We do, therefore, humbly propose, that 1 
Your Majesty will be graciously pleased to order 
a pension of two hundred pounds a-year to be set- 
tled on the widow, aod twenty«five pounds a-year 
upon each of the three sons of the said Captain 
James Cook, and that the same be placed on the 
ordinary estimate of the navy. 

**His Miyesty, taking the said memorial into His 
Royal consideration, was pleased, with the advice of 
His Privy Council, to order, as it is hereby ordered, 
that a penaion of two hundred pounds a-year be settled 
on the widow, and twenty-five pounds a-year upon 
ea<^ of the three sons of the said Captain James Cook, 
and the same be placed chi the ordinary estimate of Hii 
AIigesty*8 navy ; and the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty are to give the necessary direcniens herein ac- 
cordingly. W. Fawkener." 

The preceding meuMMrial to the king was signed by 
the E^rl of Sandwich, Mr. Buller, the Eari of Jusbume, 
Mr. Penton, Lord Mulgrave, and Mr. Mann ; and the 
several officers of the ^ard of admiralty seconded the 
ardour of their saperiors, by the speed and generosity • 
with which his majesty's royal grant to Captain Cook*i tj 
widow and children passed through the usual forms. j| 

Another occasion was afterwards seized of confer^^l 
ring a substantial benefit on the Captain's family. 'The "' 
charts and plates, belonging to the Voyage to the Pa- 
eific Ocean, were provided at the expense of govern- 
ment ; the consequence of which was, that a largje pro- 
fit accraed from the sale of the publication. Of this pro* i 
fit, half was consigned in trust, to Sir Hugh Palliser 
and Mr. Stephens, to be applied to the use of Mn. 
Cook, during her natural lire^ and afterwards (o be di> 
vided between her children. 

Honour, as well ss emolument, hath graciously been 
QoafiHrfed by his imyeaty upon the d^Kendants 9(Cap- , 
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tain Cook. On the 3d of September 1785, a coat of 
anna was granted to the family, of which a deecription 
will be given below.* 

Onr navigator had six children ; Jamee, Nathaniel, 
Elizabeth, ^seph, Geoixe, and Hugh. Of these, Jo- 

Sh and Georve died soon after their birth, and Eli- 
eth in the fifth year of her aM. James, the eldest 
•on, who was bom at St. Paul's, Shadweli, on the 13th 
of October 1753, is now a lieutenant in his majesty's 
navy. In a letter, written by Admiral Sir Richard 
Hughes, in 1785, from Grrenada, to Mrs. Cook, he is 
apoken of in terms of hi^ approbation. Nathaniel, 
who was bom on the 14th of DeNsember, 1704, at Mile- 
End, Old Town, was brought up likewise in the naval 
aerrice, and was unfortunately lost on board his ma- 
jeshr's ship Thunderer, Gommodorf) Wakingham, in 
tne hurricane which happened at Janiaica, on the 3d of 
October, 1780. He is said to have been a most promi^ 
in^ youth. Hugh, the youneest, was born on the 2Sd 
or May, 1776 ; and was so cidied after the name of his 
father's great friend. Sir Hii^h Palliser. 

It hath often been mentioned, in terms of no small 
regret, that a monument hath not yet been erected to 
the memory of Captain Cook, in Westminster Abbey. 
The wish and the hope of such a monument are hinted 
at in the close of Dr. Douglas's Introduction to the 
government edition of the last voyage ; and the same 
sentiment is expressed by the author of the Eulogium 

* Azure, between the two polar stars Or, a sphere on 
the plane of the meridian, north pole elevated, circles 
of latitude for every ten degrees, and of longitude for 
every fifteen, showing the Ficific Ocean between sixty 
and two hundred and forty west, bounded on one side 
by America, on the other by Asia and New Holland, 
in memory of the discoveries made by him in that 
ocean, so very fiir beyond all former navigators. His 
track thereon is marked with red lines. And for cresL 
on a wreadi of the colours, is an arm imbowed,. vested 
in the uniform of a captain .of the royal navy. In the 
hand is the onion jade, on a staff Proper. Tbe aim If 
encircled by a wruth of palm and lanieL 

yoL.IL N 9 
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at the end of that Introduction. Sir Hugh Palliser haa 
also apoken to the like purpose, in a eomraunication I 
received from him. It would certainly redound to the 
honoar of the nation, to order a magnifieent memorial 
of the ahilities and services of our illustrious navigator; 
on which account, a tribute of that kind nuy be regard' 
ed as a desirable thing. But a monument in West- 
minster Abbey would be of Uttle consequence to the 
Imputation of Captain Cook. Hisfaune stands upon a 
wider base, and will survive the comparatively periahinir 
materials of brass, or stone, or marble. The name of 
Cook wUl be held in htmour, and recited with applause, 
so long as the records of human events shall continue 
in the earth ; nor is it possible to say, what may be the 
influence and rewards, which, in other worlds, shall >b 
found to attend upon eminent examples of wisdom and 
of virtue. 
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Arm the death of Captain Cook, uid the eventi 
immediately sneoeeding it. Captain Clerke, upon whom 
the command of the eipedition had devolvea, proceed- 
ed from Owhyee, and coasted seTeral of the other 
islanda of the group. - llie shipa anchored at Atooi to 
procure water ; in doing this, our voyagers experienced 
some inlemiptioD from the natives, and a slight con6ict 
took place, in which one of the islandere was wounded 
by a musket-shot. They were here told, that, at their 
preceding visit, they had left a disorder amongst the 
women, of which several perM>ns of both sexes had 
died ; aiid as there was not the slightest appearance of 
the disorder amongst the natives, at the first arrival of 
the vessds, there is too much reason to believe that 
SODM of the crew were the authors of that irreparable 
mischief. Atooi was in a state of internal warfare ; the 
quarrel had arisen about the goats Captain Cook had 
left at Oneeheow the year before ; the propertr of which 
was contested by two different chiefs. The goats, 
which had increased to the number of six, and would 
probably in a few years have stocked all these islands, 
were destroyed in the contest. 

Onr voyagers left the Sandwich Islands finally on 
the 15th of March: and stood to the south-west, in 
hopes of falling in with the island of Modoopapappa, 
which they were told by the natives lay in that direc- 
tion, about five hours sail from Taohoa ; but though 
the two vessels stretched asunder several miles, they 
did not discover it. It is possible it mieht have been 

ried in the night, as the islanders described it to 
small, sandy, and almost even widi the surface of 
the sea. 

195 
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Tho harbour of Saiot Peter and Saint Pitn], in 
Awatska Bay, was appointed for the next rendesyoua of 
the two ▼esselvin case of separation. In the coune of 
their navigation towards Kamtscbatka, they traveraed 
that part of the Northern Pacific, in which aeme islands 
and lands were laid down in the charts, such at the 
island of Reia de Plata in De Tlsle's chart, and the 
land said to have been seen by John de Gaiaa, in a 
▼oyage from China to New Spain, first ddineated in a 
chart published by Texeira, a Poitnguese geograji^ier, in 
1649 ; but though at sundry times they Ind Tanoas in- 
dications <^ land, they discovered none, and those 
islands and lands moat therefore either be <» tiiffing ex- 
tent, or whoUy imaginaiy. 

A leak, under the larboard b^w of the Resolution, 
which had kept the people almost cwistantly at the 
pomps, ever since their leavine the Sandwich Islands, 
oeeasioned a great alarm t>n the 19th of April. The 
water, which had lodged in the coal-hole, not finding a 
sufficient vent into the well, had forced up the plat- 
forms over it, and in a moment deluged the whole 
space between decks. The coals would very soon 
onoke up a pomp, and the nun^r of balky materials 
that were washed out of the gunner's store room, and 
which, fay the ship's motion, were tossed nolently from 
side to side, rendered it impraeticaUe to bail the 
water out. No other method was tbmefore left, than 
to cut a hole threu|^ the bulk head, that sepuated the 
coal-hole from the fore-hold/ As soon as the passage 
was made, the greatest part of the water was emptied 
into the well : but the leak was now so much increased, 
that it was neceesary to keep one half of the people 
constantly pumping and baihng, till the noon of the 
15th. 

On the 23d, at six in the rooriMng, on the fog ciea^ 
inc away, the land of Kamtscbatka appesred, in moun- 
tauM covered with snow. The weatnor was most se- 
vere ; the ship appeared to be a complete mass of ice, 
and the shrouds were so incrosted with it, as to mee- 
sttie in circumference more than double their usual 
siie. The craws snfiSered very severely from the eold, 
particularly from having lately left the tropical eii- 
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mates ; and, but for the foresight and care of their 
offipers, woald indeed have been in a deplorable state. 
It was natural to expect, that their experience, during 
their voyage to the north the year before, would have 
made them sensible of the necessity of paying sonie 
attention to their clothing ; as it was generally known, 
in both ships, that they were to make another voyage 
towards the pole ; but, with the thoughtlessness of in- 
fants, upon their return to a warm climate, their fur 
jackets and the rest of their cold-country clothes, were 
kicked about the decks, as things of no value. They 
were of course picked up by the officers, and being 
put into casks, were, in due season, restored to 
their owners. 

On the 25th, when off the entrance of Awatska 
Bay. the Resolution lost sight of the Discovery, and 
on the 28th entered the Bay. The officers of the Re- 
solution examined every comer of it with their glasses, 
Jn search of the town of St. Peter and St. Paul, which 
they had conceived Ufhe a place of some strength and 
consideration. At len^h they discovered, on a nar- 
row point of land, a few miserable log houses, and 
some conical huts raised on poles, amounting in all to 
about thirty, which, from the situation, they were under 
the necessity of concluding to be Petropaulowska. 
"However," says Captain King, *' injustice to the ge- 
nerous and hospitable treatment we found here, I shall 
beg leave to anticipate the reader's curiosity, by assur- 
ing him that our disappointment proved to be more of 
a laughable, than a serious nature; for, in this wretch- 
ed extremity of the earth, situated beyond every thing 
that we conceived to be most barbarous ajnd inhospita- 
ble, and, as it were, out of the very reach of civiliza- 
tion, barncadoed with ice, and covered with summer 
snow, in a poor miserable port, far inferior to th6 
meanest of our fishing towns, we met with feelings of 
humanity, joined to a greatness of mind, and elevation 
of sentiment, which would have done honour lo afiy 
nation or climaW." 

In th« Boroinf of the 29tk, Captain, then Lieute- 
nant ^ng, was sent on shore ; aQd after' experiencing 
much difficulty frost the broken ice that extended 
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nearly half a mile, across which he was obliged to 
make the best of his way on foot, was received by the 
commander of the garrison at the head of his men, 
consisting of about thirty soldiers. They had not 
seen the ship the preceding day, nor indeed that morn- 
ing, till the boats were pretty near the ice. Much 
panic ensued ; die garrison Was put under arms, and 
two field-pieces, placed at the entrance of the com- 
mander's house. All, however, soon wore a friendly 
aspect, and nothing could exceed the kindness and 
hospitality of the officer, a sergeant, who commanded 
the ostrog, and at whose house they were entertained. 
He furnished Lieutenant King, who had fallen in be- 
tween the disjointed ice, with a complete suit of clothes 
of his own ; the dinner that was served up consisted of 
four courses ; but the conversation, from the want' of an 
interpreter, no other language being understood there 
but Russian and Kamtschatdale, was confined to a few 
bows and other signs of mutual respect. The sei^eant 
sent off an express to Bolcheretsk, where the gOTcrnor 
of the province usually resided, and whence he had to 
look for orders what to do, as to the procurement of 
the supplies of provisions and naval stores, which our 
people wanted. 

On their return, a sledge drawn by five dogs, with a 
driver, was provided for each ' of the party. The 
sailors were highly delighted with this mode of convey- 
ance, and what diverted them most was, that the two 
boat-hooks which they had brought, had also a sledge 
to themselves. 

On the first of May, the Discovery entered the bay. 
On the day aftm*, early in the morning, an answer was 
received from Bolcheretsk. The despatches had been 
sent off on the 29th, about noon, by a sledge drawn by 
dogs, so that they were only a little more than three 
days and a half in performing a journey of three hun- 
dred and seventy miles ; Bolcheretsk being about one 
hundred and thirty-five miles from St. Peter and St 
PkuFs. 

As the whole stock of live cattle which the country 
about the bay could afford, amounted only to two hei- 
fbrs, Captain Gierke found it necessary to send to Bol- 
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cheretsk, and Captain Gore and lieutenant King 
were fixed on for the excursion. They proceeded by 
boats up the Awatska river, then across part of the 
country in sledges, and then down the Bolchoireka in 
canoes. 

Migor Behm, the governor of Kamtschatka, received 
them not only with the utmost politeness, but with the 
most engaging cordiality ; and ali the principal people 
of the town vied with each other who should show the 
most civilities to strangers from the other extremity of 
the globe. A list of the naval stores, the number of 
cattle, and the quantity of flour wanted by the naviga- 
tors, was given to Major Behm, who insisted upon sup- 
plying all their wants ; and when they desired to be 
made acquainted with the price of the articles with 
which they were to be supplied, and proposed, that 
Captain C'erke should give bills to )he amount on the 
Victualling-office in London, the Msgor positively re- 
fused, and whenever it was afterwards uiged, stopped 
them short, by saying he was certain he coulcl not 
oblige his mistress, the empress, more than in givins 
every assistance in his power to her good friends and 
allies, the Englbh ; and that it would be a particular 
satisfaction to her, to hear, that, in so remote a part of 
the world, her dominions had afforded any relief to 
ships engaged in such services; that he could not 
therefore act so contrary to the character of his em- 

Sress, as to accept of any bills ; but that, to accommo- 
ate the matter, he would take a bare attestation of the 
particulars with which we might be furnished, and that 
this he would transmit to his court, as a oertifiealo of 
having performed his duty. 

. The town of Bolcheretsk consists of several rows of 
low buildings, barracks for the Russian soldiers and 
Cossacks, a good looking church, and a conrt-room, 
with a great number of balagans (summer habitations) 
belonging to the KamtschaUlales, at the end of the 
town. The inhabitants amount to between five and six 
hundred. 

It would exceed the bounds to which this sketch 
must necessarily be confined, to enumerate one half 



SOO APPENDIX. 

of the instances of civility and attention which Bbjor 
Behm, hia ladv, the officers of the garrison, and the 
inhabitants of the town bestowed upon the English 
travellers. Ghae generous present cannot, however, be 
passed over in silence, both because it consisted of the 
greatest part of their small store of the article, and be- 
cause it called forth from the British seamen a corree- 
pondinff generosity./ Bein^ informed of the privations 
the saiTora had suffered from the want of tobacco, 
Major Behm sent four bags of it, weighing upwards of 
one hundred pounds each, which he begged might be 
presented, in the name of himself and the garrison 
under his command, to our sailors. When the seamen 
were told of it, the crews of both ships desired, en- 
tirely of their own accord, that their grog might be 
stopped, and their allowance of spirits presented, on 
their part, to the garrison of Bolcheretsk, fif> they had 
reason to conclude, that brandy was scarce in the coun- 
try, and would be very acceptable, since the soldiers 
on shore had offered four roubles a bottle for it. When 
it is considered how much the sailors would feel from 
the stoppage of their allowance of ^og, and that this 
offer would deprive them of it dunng the inclement 
season they had to expect on their ensuing expediticHi 
to the north, the sacriSce must be looked upon as ge- 
nerous and extraordinary ; and, that they tniffA not raf^ 
fer by it, (Captain Gierke substituted, in the room of the 
very small quantity the major could be prevailed on to 
accept, the same quantity of mm. 

When the party returned to Petropaulowska, Majoi 
Behm accompanied them, and visitea the shipe. He 
had resigned the command of Kamtschatka, and was 
in a short time to return to 8t. Petersburg ; our navi- 

fators therefore committed to his care despatches for 
ingland, with the journals and charts of the voyage 
so far. 

They got about twenty head of cattle, about niae 
thousand weight of rvo flour, and a variety of other 
provisions and refreshments here, especially fish, with 
which they were absolutely overpowered from every 
quarter; and, having completed their water, thflf 
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wefgfaed anchor on the 13th of Jone, and on the 16tli 
cleared the bay. The volcano, aituated to the north of 
the harbour, was in a stite of eruption at the time. 

On the dth of July, our navigators passed through 
Beering*8 Straits, having run along the Asiatic coast ; 
m^ey then 8tret<jhed over to that of Ameriea, with a view 
of exploring it between the latitudes of GdP and 69*^. 
But in this attempt they were disappointed, being stop- 
ped, on the 7th, by a large and compact field of ice 
connected with the land. On the 9th, they had sailed 
nearly forty leagues to the westward, along the edge 
of the ice, without seeing any opening, and had there- 
fore no prospect of advancing fiirther north. Until the 
27th, however, they continued to seek a passage, brst 
on die American, and then on the Asiatic side ; hot 
were never able to penetrate farther north than 70<^ S^, 
which was five leagues short of the point' to which they 
had advanced the season before. 

At one time, in attempting to penetrate to the north 
westward, the Discovery was in a very dangerous situa- 
ticML She became so entangled by several large pieces 
of ice, that her way was stopped, and immediately 
dropping bodily to leeward, she fell broadside foremast 
on the MJge of a considerable body of ice ; and having 
at the same time an open sea to windward, the surf 
caused her to strike violently upon it. This mass at 
length either so far moved or broke, as to set them at 
liberty to make another trial to escape ; but, before the 
ship gathered way enough to be under command, she 
again fell to leeward on another fragment; and the 
■well making it unsafe to lie to windward, and finding 
no chance of getting clear, they pushed into a smaU 
opening, furled their sails, and made &8t with ice-hooks. 
A change of wind, however, taking place in the after- 
noon, the ice began to separate, ana setting all their 
•ails, they forced a passage through it. The vessel had 
rubbed off a great deal of the sheathing ftom her bows, 
and became very leaky from the strokes she received 
when she fell on the edge of the ice. 

In these high latitudes, our navigators killed several 
■ea-horaes, and also two white bevs ; the flesh of the 
latter afforded a few excellent Hieals of firesh meat It 
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had indeed a atrong fishy taste, but was in every i»- 
Bpect Buperior to that of the sea-horee, which, nerer- 
theless, the sailors were a^in persuaded, without much 
difficuky, to prefer to their salted provisions. 

Finding a fiirther advance'lto the northward, as wdl 
as a nearer approach to either continent, obstructed br 
a sea blocked up with ice. Captain Gierke at lenstn 
determined to lose no more time in the pursuit of what 
seemed utterly unattainable, and to sail for Awatska 
Bay, to repair tbeir damages, and before the winter 
should set in, to explore the coast of Japan on their 
way towards Europe. To the great joy, therefore, of 
every individual on board both ships, they turned their 
£ices towards home ; and (he delight and satisfaction 
they experienced on the occasion, notwithstanding the 
tedious voyage they had to make, and the immense dis- 
tance they l^ to run, were as freely entertained, and 
perhaps as fully enjoyed, as if they had been already in 
sight of the Land's End. 

On the Sfst, they repassed Beering*s Straits. Wkh 
respect to the practicability of a north-east or north- 
west passage into the Pacific Ocean, through those 
straits, from the result of their attempts it appears, 
that the north of the straits is clearer of ice in August 
than in July, and perhaps in a part of September it 
may be stiU more free. But, after the equinox, the 
days shorten so fast, that no farther thaw can be ex- 
pected, and so great an effect cannot rationally be 
allowed to the warm weather in the first half of Sep- 
tember, as to imagine it capable of dispersing the ice 
from the most northern parts of the American coast. 
But admitting this to be possible, it would be madness 
to attempt to run from the Icy Cape to the known parts 
of Baffin s Bay, (a distance of four hundred and twenty 
leagues) in so short a time as that passage can be sup* 
poMd to remain open. Upon the Asiatic side, there 
appears still less probability of success ; for, though 
Deshneff, a Russian navigator, about a century and a 
half ago, passed round the north-east point of Asia, no 
voyager has yet been able to double Cape Taimnra be- 
yond the mouth of the Lena, which stretches to the 7dP 
of latitude. 
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. Diptain Gierke's health now rapidly declined, and, on 
the 17th of August, be was no longer able to get out 
of his bed. On the 2l8t, they made the coast of 
Kamtschatka : and on the following day, at nine in the 
morning, Cafrtain Gierke died.* His disease was a 
consumption, which had evidently commenced before 
be left England, and of which he had lingered during 
the whole voyage. 

On the 24th, the vessels anchored in the harbour of 
St Peter and St. Paul, where the gentlemen on board 
were received W their Russian friends, witl^ the same 
cordiality as before. Gaptain Grore, upon whom the 
command of the expedition now devolved, removed 
himself to the Resolution, and appointed Mr. King to 
the command of the Discovery. He sent off* an express 
to the commander at Bolcheretsk, in which he requested 
to have sixteen head of black cattle. The eruption of 

* Gaptain Gierke departed this life in the thirty-eighth 
vear of his age. He wa» brou^t up to the navy from 
his earliest youth,^ and had been in several actions dur> 
ing the war which began in 1756. In the action be* 
tween the Bellona and the Gourageux, being stationed 
in the mizen-top, he was canted overboard with the 
mast ; but was taken up without havine received any 
hart. He was a midshipman in the Dolphin, com- 
manded by Gaptain Byron, in her voyage .round the 
world ; afler which he served on the American station. 
In 1766, he made his second voyage round the world, 
in the Endeavour, as master's mate: and, in conse- 
auence of the death of Air. Hicks, which happened on 
me 23d of May, 1771, he retunied home a lieutenant. 
His third circumnavigation of the ^lobe was in the 
Resolution, of which he was app<Mnted the second 
lieutenant ; and he continued in that situation till his 
return in 1775 ; soon after which he was promoted to 
the rank of master and commander. In what capacity 
be sailed with Gaptain Gook in this last expedition, 
need not be added, l^e consumption, of which Gap- 
tain Gierke died, had evidently commenced before he 
left England, and he lingered under it during the whole 
voyage. Though his very gradual delay had long 
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tbe ▼olcano, which had taken place at the time of the 
late departure of.tbe Teasels from Awatska, had done bo 
damage, notwithstaiidiiig stones had iallen at the oatrog 
of the size of a gooseys egg. 

Attempts were now made to repair, as fiur as was 
jHacticahle, the damage the Discoveiy had sustained in 
the ice, and in removing tbe sheathing, eight feet of a 
plank in the wale were found to be so very rotten as to 
make it necessary to shift it. Tbe carpenten were 
sent on shore in search of a tree large enough for the 
purpose : luckily they found a birc^ which was the 
<Mtily one of aumcient size in the whole neighbourhood 
of tbe bay. 'Hie crews were employed in variou* ne- 
cessary oocunationB : ammigst which, four men were set 
apart to haul the seine for salmon, which were eaisEtat 
ia great abundance, and of excellent quality. After 
supplving tbe immediate wants of both ships, they 
salted down near a hogshead a day. The sea-hoiae 
blubber, with which they had stored themselves, during 
their expedition to the north, was boiled down for oil, 
now become a necessary article, their candlee having 
been long since all used. 

The bod^^of Caotain Gierke was interred on Sundar, 
the 29th, with all toe solemnity and honours they oould 
bestow, under a tree, in the valley on the north side of 
the harbour ; a spot which the priest of Paratounea aaid, 
would be as near as he could guess, in the centre of the 
new church intended to be erected. 

On the 3d of September, arrived an ensign fSrom Bol- 
cheretsk, with a letter from Captain ShmaleUj the pra. 

made him a melancholy object to his friends, neverthe- 
less, they derived some consolation from the equanimity 
with which he boro his disorder, from the constant flow 
of good spirits maintained by him to his latest hoar, and 
from his submiiting to his fiile with cheerful resigna* 
tion. ** It was, however, MBpossttkle," says Mr. ^ng^ 
** not to feel a more than common degvee of compwaion 
for a pereon whoae life had been a continued scene of 
those difficulties and hardships, to which a seaman'a oe* 
cupation is subject, and under which he at last sunk.'* 
King's Voyage, p. S80, 281. 



ArrxNBix. Wk 

MQt commander, who promked the cattle required, and 
that he would himself pay them a visit immediately on 
the arrival of a sloop, which was daily expected from 
Okotzk. 

On the morning of the 10th, a Rosaian galliot, from 
Okotzk, was toweid into the harbour. She had been 
dtMty-five days on her passage, and had been seen 
from the light-house a fortnight before, beating up to- 
wards the mouth of die bay. There were fifty 8o]di«na 
in her, with their wives and children, and several other 
passengers ; a sub-lieutenant, who came in her, now 
took the command of the nunison, and from some 
cause or other, whidi the £ngUBh could not leanu 
Uieir old friend, the sergeant, the late commander or 
the place, fell into disgrace, and was no longer suffered 
to sit down in the company of hia own officers. 

From the galliot, our navigators got a small quantity 
of pitch, tar, cordage, and twine, and a hundred ana 
fortv skins of flour, containing 13,782 lbs. Elnglish. 

The Hospodin Ivaskin from Verehnei had been de- 
sired by Major Behm to attend the English officers on 
their return to the harbour, in order to m their interpre- 
ter, lie now came. He was an exile, and was of a 
considerable family in Russia ; his father was a gene- 
ral, and he himaelf, after having received his education 
partly in France and partly m Gennany, had been 
page to the Express Elisabeth, and ensign in her 
guards. At the age of sixteen, he was Jicnotpled, .had 
bis nose sUt, and was banished, first to Siberia, and a^ 
terwacds to Kamtschatka, where he had lived thirty- 
one years. He bore in his whole figure the strongest 
marks of old age, though he had scarcely reached bis 
fifly-fourth year. No one there knew the cause of hie 
banishment, but they took it for granted, that it must 
have been for aometfaing very atrocious, as two or three 
of the commanders of Kamtschatka, had in vain endea- 
voured to get him recalled smoe the present empress's 
reign. For the first twenty years be had not tasted 
bretid, nor been allowed subaisteiice of any kind, but 
had lived during that period among the Kamtschatka- 
dales, on what his own activity and toil in the chase 
could procure him. Afterwards he had a small pen 
sion granted him. This, Mqor Behm, by his intereee- 
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Htftif ftad caused to be increased to one hundred rouUet 
a^Ml', which is the common pay of an ensign in all 
]»art8 of the empress's dominions, except in this pro- 
vince, where the pay of all the officers is double. 

This gentleman joined Captains Gore and King on a 
bear-hunting party on the 17tn, for two days ; in which, 
first from tlw party being too large, and the unavoidable 
noise that was the consequence of it, and next, from the 
unfavourable weather after they separated, they were 
wholly unsuccessful. 

On the 22d, the anntversaiy of his majesty's corona- 
tion, and when they were sitting down to as handsome 
a feast as their situation would admit ot, in honour of 
the day, the arrival of Captain Shmalelf from Bolche- 
retsk was announced. He partook of their festivities, 
and set off on his return on the 25th. Before his de- 
parture, he reinstated the sergeant in the eommand of 
the place, and took with him the sub-lieutenant who 
had superseded him. Captain King accompanied 
Captain Schmaletf to the entrance of Awatska river, 
ana on Sunday, the 26th, attended him to church at 
Paratoanea. The church is of wood, and by far the 
best building in the country round about the bay. ft 
is ornamented by many paintings, particularly with 
two pictures of St. Peter and St. Paul, presented by 
Beenng, and which, in the real richness of their dra- 
pery, would carry off the prize from the first of Euro- 
pean performances ; for all the principal parts of it are 
made of thick plates of solid silver, fastened to the can- 
vass, and fashioned into the various foldings of the 
robes. 

The next day another hunting party was set on foot 
under the direction of the clerk of the parish, who was 
a celebrated bear-hunt«r. The produce was a female 
bear, beyond the common size, which they shot in the 
water, and found dead the next morning in the place 
to which she had been watched. The mode of hunt- 
ing these animals by the natives is as follows. When 
they come to the ground frequented by the bean, their 
first step is to look for their tracks ; tliese are found in 
the ereatest numbers leading from the woods down 
to the lakes, and afnong tiro long sedgy grass and 
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brakes by the edge of the water. The place of ani- 
buscade being detennined on, the hunters next fix in 
the ground the cratches upon which their fire-locks 
are made to rest, pointing tnem in the direction they 
mean to shoot. This done, they kneel, or lie down, 
and, with their bear spears by their side, wait for the 
game. These precautions, which are chiefly taken 
in order to make sure of their mark, are, on se- 
veral accounts, hi|;hly expedient. For, in the first 
place, ammunition is so dear in Kamtschatka, that the 
price of a bear will not purchase more of it than is 
sufficient to load a musket four or five times; and, 
what is more material, if the bear be not rendered in- 
capable of pursuit by the first shot, the consequences 
are often fatal. He immediately makes towards the 

Elace whence the noise and smoke issue, and attacks 
is adversaries with great fury. It is impossible for 
them to reload, as the animal is seldom at more than 
twelve or fifteen yaids distance when he is fired at : so 
that, if he does not fall, they immediately put them- 
selves in a posture to receive him upon their spenn^ 
and their safety greatly depends on their giving him a 
mortal stab as he first corner upon them. If he parries 
the thrust (which bears, by the extraordinary strength 
and agility of their paws, are often enabled to do) and 
thereby breaks in upon his adversaries, the conflict be- 
comes very unequal, and it is well if the life of one of 
the party alone suffice to pay the forfeit. 

On the first of October, the cattle arrived from Yerch- 
nei, and the 3d, being ^he name-day of the empress, 
Captain Gore invited the priest of Paratounea, Ivaskin, 
and the sergeant, to dinner, and an entertainment was 
also provid^ for the inferior officers of the garrison, 
for the toions of Faratoonea and Petropaulowska, and 
for the better sort of the Kamtschatdale inhabitants. 
The rest of the natives of every description were invit- 
ed to partake with the ship's companies, who had a 
pound of ^ood fat beef served out to each man, and 
what remamed of their spirits was made into grog, and 
divided amongst them. 

On the 5th, our navigators received from Bolcheretsk 
a fresh present of tea, sugar, and tobacco. They were 
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mdy fbr sea, bat the weather prereoted them from 
leavmg the bay till the 9th. Just before tbe^ weighed 
anchor, the drummer of the marines biBlon|[iiig to the 
Discovery deserted, having been last seen with a ^unt* 
flchatdale woman, to whom his messmates knew he hail 
been much attached, and who had often been observed * 
persuading him to stay behind. This man had been 
long uselns to th«n, from a swelling in his knee, which 
rendered him lame, but this made us the more unwUl- 
ing to leave him behind, to become a burden both to 
the Russians and himself. Some of the sailors were 
therefore 9ent to a well-known haunt of his in the 
neighbourhood, where they found him and his woman. • 
On the return of thd party with the deserter, the vee- 
■els weighed and came out of the bay. 

Awatska Bay has within its mouth a noble basin of 
twenty-five miles in circuit, with the capacious harboais - 
of Tareinska to the west, Rakoweena to the east, and 
the small one of St. Peter and St Ptol to the north. 
The last mentioned is a most convenient little hariMar. 
It will hold with ease half a dosen ships moored head 
and stem, and is fit for giving them any kind of re- 
pairs. The south side is tohned by a low sandy neck, 
exceedingly narrow, on which the ostrog is built. The 
deepest water within, is seven iathomi, and in eveiy 
part over a muddy bottom. There is a watering-place 
at the head of the harbour. 

The commerce of this countij, as far as re^rds the 
exports, is entirely confined to rars, and carried on by 
a comrany of merchants instituted by the empress. Be- i 
■ides tnese, there are many inferior traders (particularly I 
Cossacks) scattered through the countrv. Formerly ^ 
this commerce was altogether carried on by barter, but 
lately every article is bought and sold for ready mon^ 
only. Our sailors brought a ^at number of furs wim 
them from the coast of Amenca, and were both astoft* 
iihed and delighted with the quantity of silver the mer- 
chants paid down for them ; but on finding neither sin- ' 
shops to resort to, nor tobacCo, nor any thing else mat . 
they cared for, to be had for money, me rotUMM soon I 
became troublesome companions, and were often to be 
seen kicked about the decks. 
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The articles of importation are principally Enropean, 
leveral likewise come from Siberia, Bucharea the Cal- 
nuck's, and China. They consist of coarse woollen and 
'inen clothes, yarn atockinss, bonnets and gloves, thin 
Persian silks, cottons and nankeens, handkerchiefs, 
brass and copper pans, iron stoves, files, guns, powder 
and shot, hardware, looking-glasses, flour, sugar, tanned 
hides, &c. Though the merchants have a large profit 
lipon these imported goods, they have still a larger upon 
the furs at Kiachta, upon the Trontiers of t^hina, which 
's the great market for them. The best sea-otter skins 
aell generally in Kamtachatka for about thirty roubles 
oach. The Chinese merchant at Kiachta purchases 
them at more than double that price, and sells them 
■igain at Pekin at a great advance, whence a fkrther pro- 
itable trade is made with some of them to Japan. If, 
therefore, a skin is worth thirty roubles in Kamtschatka, 
to be transported first to Okotzk, thence by land to 
Kiachta, a distance of 1364 miles ; thence to Pekin, 
760 miles more ; and after that to be conveyed to Japaii, 
what a prodigiously advantageous trade mi^ht be carried 
3n direct to Japan, which is about a fortnight or Uiree 
weeks sail from Kamtschatka ! 

It was now resolved, in consequence of the latitude 
given by the instruction of the board of Admiralty, to 
run along the Kuriles and to survey the eastern coast 
of the Japanese islands, previous to returning home- 
wards ; and Captain Grore gave orders for Macao to be 
theplace of rendeiTous in case of separation. 

They coasted along the peninsula of Kamtschatka 
with variable weather, and on the 12th, at six in the 
afternoon, they saw, from the mast-head. Cape Lopatka, 
the southernmost extremity of the peninsula. This 
point of land, which is a low flat cape, formed a 
marked object in the geography of the eastern coast of 
Asia, and by an accurate observation and several good 
angles, they determined its precise situation to 1^ in 
latitude 51^ (y, and longitude 156^ A5f, At the same 
time thev saw too the first of the Kurile islands, called 
Shoomsha, and on the next day, they saw the second, 
Paramousir ; the latter is the largest of the Kuriles sub- 
ject to Russia; but the gale increasing from the west. 

Vol. n. O 9* 



^ APPIltDIZ. 

they weie never abfe to approach it nearer than to ob- 
aerre its general aspect, which was very high laiid, al- 
most entirely covered with snow ; and to ascertain its ' 
situation, which was found to be W west longitude 
from Lopatka, and its latitude S09 46' at the north, and 
490 68' at the south end. 

On the 14th and 15th, the wind blowing steadily from 
the westward, they were obliged to stand to the south- ■ 
ward, and were consequently hindered from seeing any 
more of the Kurile islands. In the situation they then - 
found themselves, they were almost surrounded by the 
supposed discoveries of former navintore. To the 
southward and south-west were plaeed, in the French 
charts, a group of five islands, called the Three Sistere, 
Zellairjr, and Zunasher. They were about ten leagues, 
according to the same maps, to the westward of the 
land of De Gama ; and as the Company's Land, Staten 
bland, and the famous land of Jesso, were also sup- 
posed to lie nearly jn the same direction, this course 
was deemed to deserve the preference, and they hauled 
round to the westward, the wind having shifted to the 
north. A succession of ffale8» however, and now and 
then a storm, that reduced them to their courses, drove 
them top much to the southward, prevented them from 
falhng m even with the southernmost of the Kurile 
islands, and obliged them at last to give up all further 
thoughts of discovery to the north of Japan. 

On the 22d, the m\e having abated, they let out the 
reefs of the top-sails and made more sail. At noon 
thev were in latitude 40^ 58', and longitude 148o IT . 
and two smaU land-birds being taken on board, plainly J 
indicated they could not be at any great distance from 
the land ; they therefore hauled up to the west-north- 
wert, m which direction, the southernmost islands seen 
by bpanberg, and said to be inhabited by hairy men. 
lay at the distance of about fifty leagues. They saw 
several other signs of land ; but, on the 84th, the wind 
shifted to the north and blew a fresh gale, so that thev 
finally gave up all funher search for is&nds to the nord^ 
01 Japan, and shaped their course west-soutb-west. for 
thenorth part of that isknd. ^^ 

On .the 26th, at day-break, they deacried high land 
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to the westward, which proved to be Japan. The 
country consi^ed of a double range of mountains ; it 
abounded with wood, and bad a pleasing variety of 
hilis and dales. They saw the smoKe of several towns, 
and many houses near the shore, in pleasant and culti- 
rated situations. They stood ofi' and on, according as 
the weather permitted them, tHl the 2Sth, in the after- 
noon, when they lost sight of the land, and from its 
breaking oif so suddenly,. they conjectured that what 
they had before seen was a cluster of islands, lying off 
the main land of Japan. The next day they saw land 
again, eleven leagues to the southward. The coast ap- 
peared straight and unbroken ; towards the sea it was 
low, but rose gradually into hills of a moderate height, 
whose tops were tolerably even and covered with 
wood. 

At nine o'clock, the wind shifting to the southward, 
they tacked and stood off to the east, and soon after 
they saw a vessel close in with the land, standing along 
shore to the northward, and another in the offing, 
coming down before the wind. Ol]gects of any kind, 
belonging to a country so famous and yet so little 
hnown, excited a general curiosity, and every soul on 
board was opmi deck in an instant, to gaze at them. 
The vessel to windward passed ahead of them at the 
distance of about half a mile. It would have been 
easy to have spoken with her ; but perceiving, by her 
ihanceuvres, that she was mifch frightened. Captain 
Gor6 was not willing to augment her terrors, and 
thinking that they should have many better opportuni- 
tieJi of communicating with the Japanese, suffered her 
VQt go off witbom interruption. There appeared to be 
a^ut six men on board, and, according to the bedt' con- 
jectures that could be formed, the vessel was about 
forty tons burden. She had but one mast, on which 
was hoisted a square sail, extended bv a yard alofl, the 
braces of which worked forward. Half way down the 
sail came three pieces of black cloth, at equal distances 
fi^tn^ each other. The vessel was higher at each end 
than in the mid-ship, and from her appearance and 
fioprm she did not appear to be able to sail otherwise 
than lai^. 
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Soon after, the wind increased so macb, that our 
navigators were reduced to their courses ; and the sea 
ran as high as any one on board ever remembered to 
have seen it. If the Japanese vessels are, as Ksmpfer 
describes them, open in the stem, it woold not have been 
possible for those they saw to have survived the funr 
of die storm ; but as the appearance of the weather, aU 
the preceding part of the day, foretold its coming, and 
one of the sloops had, notwithstanding, stood far out to 
sea, it was concluded they were penectly capable of 
bearing a gale of wind. 

Our navigators were blown off th^ land by thki gale* 
but on the 90th they saw it again, at the distance dT 
about fifteen leasues, appearing in detached parts, bat it 
could not be determined whether they were small 
islands, or parts of Japan. 

On the 1st of November, thev saw a nomber of Ja- 
panese vessels close in with the land, several' se^niogly 
engaged in fishing, and others standing along shore. 
They discovered to the westward a remarkably high 
mountain, with a round top, risine far inland. As tUa 
was the most remarkable hill on uko ooaat, they wished 
to have settled its situation exactly ; bdt only having 
had a single view, they were obliged to be contented 
with such accuracy as their circumstances would 
allow. Its latitude was reckoned to be 3d<^ SCK, and its 
longitude 140o 26'. 

Kb the Dutch charts make the coast of Japan extend 
about ten leagues to the south-west of White Point 
(supposed to be the southernmost land then in sight) 
our navigator stood on to the eastward, to vreather the 
point. At midnight they a^in tacked, expe<^ng to fitll 
in with the land to the southward, but were sarpriaed 
to find, in the morning, that daring eight hoars in 
which they supposed they had made a course of nine 
leasnes to the south-west, they had in reality been car- 
ried eight leagues in a direction diametrically oppoaite. 
Whence they calculated that the current haa set to 
the north-east by north, at the rate of at least five milea 
an boar. 

On the third of November, they were again blown off 
the land by a heavy gale, and found tnenuMdvoi iqh 
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wards of fifty leagues oflf, which circumstance, together 
wilh the extraordinary effect of the currents they had 
experienced, the^Iate season of the year, the unset- 
tied state of the weather, and the likelihood of no 
change for the better, made Captain Grore resolve to 
leave Japan altogether, and proceed in the voyage for 
China. 

On the 4th and 5th, our navigators, continuing their 
course to the south-east, passed gre^^quantities of 
pumice-stone. These stones appearealo have been 
thrown into the sea by eruptions of various dates, as 
many of ihem were covered with barnacles, and others 

?[uite bare. On the l3th, they had a most violent gale 
i'om the northward. ()n the morning of the 13th, the 
wind shifting to the north'west, brought with it fiiir 
weather ; but, though they were, at that time, nearly in 
he situation given to the island of San Juan, they saw 
QO appearance of land. They continued to pass much 
pumice-stone ; indeed the prodigious quantities of that 
substance which floated in the sea, between Japan and~ 
the Bashee blanda, seemed ta indicate that some great 
volcanic convulsion must have happened in that part of 
the Pacific Ocean. 

On the 14th, they discovered two islands, and on the 
next day a third ; but Captain Gore finding that a 
boat could not land without some danger, from the 
great surf that broke on the shore, kept on his course 
to the westward. The middle island is about five miles 
long ; the south point is a high barren hill, presenting 
an evident volcanic crater. The earth, rock, or sano, 
for it was not easy to distinguish of which its surface 
was composed, exhibited various colours, and a con- 
siderable part was conjectured to be sulphur, and some 
of the officen on board of the Resolution thought thex 
saw steams rising from the top of the hill. From 
these circumstances. Captain Gore gave it the name of 
Sulphur Idand. A long narrow neck of land connects 
the hill with the south ond of the island, which spreads 
out into a circumference of three or four leagues, and 
is of moderate height. The north and south islands 
appeared to be single mountains of a considerable 
height. Sulphur Island is in latitude 24^ 48', longitudo 
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141° IV. The north island in latitude 25<^ 14', longi- 
tude 141° 10', and the south island in laiitude 24° 22', 
and longitude 14 1° W. 

Hence our navigators proceeded for the Bashee 
Islands, hoping to procure at them such a supply of re* 
freshments as would help to shorten their stay at Ma- 
cao ; but Captain Gore, beingguided by the opinions 
of CommodoiTLand Captain Waliis, as to the situation 
of these islan^^ which differ materially from Dampier's, 
they were foiled in their endeavour to find them, al- 
though, in the day-time, the ships spread two or three 
leagues from each other, and in the night, when under 
an easy sail. 

On the 27th, being in longitude 118° 3(y, and having 

Sot to the westward of the Bashees, according to Mr. 
lyron*8 account, our navigators hauled their wind to 
the north-west, hoping to weather the Prata shoals ; 
but at four in the morning of the 28th, the breakers 
were close under their I^ ; at day-light they saw the 
island of Prata, and finding they could not weather the 
shoal, ran to leeward of it. As they passed the south 
side, they -saw two remarkable patches on the edge of 
the breakers, that looked like wrecks. On the south- 
west side of the reef, and near the south end of the 
island, they thought they saw openings in the reefi 
which promised safe anchorage. 

In the forenoon of the 29th, they passed several Chi- 
nese fishing-boats; and the sea Mras covered with wrecks 
of boats that had been lost, as the; conjectured, in the 
late boisterous weather. They were in latitude 22° 1', 
having run 110 miles since the preceding noon. 

On the 30th, they ran along the I^ema Islands, and 
got a Chinese pilot on board. In obedience to the in- 
atmction given to Captain Cook by the Admiralty, the 
captains now required of the ofllcers and men of both 
ships to give up their journal and what other papers 
they had in their possession relative to the voyage, 
which was cheerfully complied with ; and at nine 
oVloek in the evening of the following day, they an- 
chored three leagues from Macao. 

Here, upon sending on shore to negotiate for sap- 
pties of provisions, ^^ they first received intelligenoe 
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of the occurrences in Europe, during the protracted pe- 
riod of their absence. On the 4th of December, they 
stood into the Typa, and moored with the stream- 
anchor and cable to the westward. 

Captain King was sent up to Canton to expedite the 
supplies that were wanted, and experienced every pos* 
sibie assistance from the supercargoes and genuemeo 
of the Company's factory there. The purchase of the 
provisions and stores wanted, was completed on the 
2Gtb, and the whole stock was sent down on the fol- 
lowing day, by a vessel which Captain Gore had en- 
gaged for the purpose. Twenty sea-otter skins were 
sold at Canton, by Captain King, lor eight hundred 
dollars. At the ships a brisk trade was carried on in 
the same article, by both officers and seamen. The 
sea-otter skins every day rose in value, and a few 
prime skins, which were clean and well preserved, 
were sold for one hundred and twenty dollars each. 
T^e whole amount of the value, in specie and goods, 
that was got for the furs in both ships, did not fall 
short of two thousand pounds sterling, and it was 
generally supposed that at least two thirds of the 
quantity originally obtained from the Americans were 
spoiled or worn out, or had been given away or sold 
at Kamtschatka. In consequence hereof, the rage with 
which the seamen were possessed to return to Cook's 
River, and buy another cargo of skins to make their 
fortunes, was, at one time, not far short of mutiny. 
I The numerous voyages that have since been under- 
I takeh for the prosecution of the trade here sa^ested, 
k have rendered it familiar to the merchants, both of Bri- 
tain and of America; and, though it has not latterly been 
productive of advantages equal to those which were 
realized by the first adventurers, is still a branch of 
commerce that is successfully pursued. 

The barter which had been carrying on with the 
Chinese for their sea-otter skins, produced a yery 
whimsical change in the dress of the crews. On their 
arrival in the Typa, nothing could exceed the nf^^ 
appearance both of the youn^r officers and seamen ; 
almost the whole of their original stock of European 
clothes having been loi^ worn out or patched ap with 
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skiiM, or the varioits manulkctares they bad met with 
in the course of their discoveries. These were now 
again mixed and eked oat with the gaudiest silks and 
cottons of China. 

On the 11th of Jannary, two seamen belonging to the 
Resolution ran off with a six-oared cutter, and were 
never after heard of. It was supposed that they had 
been seduced by the prevailing notion of making a 
fortune by returning to the fur islands. 

On account of the war between England and Ame- 
rica, with France and Spain as her allies, of which 
they received intelligence at Canton, they put them- 
selves in the best posture of defence, the Resolution 
mounting sixteen guns, and the Discovery ten. Tha^ 
hr.d reason, however, to believe, from the generosily 
of their enemies, that these precautions were super- 
fluous ; being informed that instructions had been found 
on board all the French ships of wdr captured in Eu- 
rope, directing their commanders, in case of falling 
in with the ships that sailed under the command of 
Captain Cook, to suffer them to proceed without TQOr- 
lestation ; and the same orders were also said to have 
been given by the American Congress to the vessete 
employed in their service. In return A>r these liberal 
concessidns, Captain Gore resolved to refrain from 
availing himself of any opportunities of capture, and to 
preserve, throughout the remainder of the voyage, the 
strictest neutrauty. 

On the 12th of January, 1780, oar navigators got 
under sail from Macao: on the 19th, they saw Tiilo 
Sapata, and on the 20th, descried Pulo Condore, andj- 
anchored in the harbour at the ^outh-west end of the f 
island. The town is situated at the east end, and here r 
they procured eight buffaloes, with other refreshments. 
From the untractableness and prodigious strength of 
the buffaloes, it was both a tedious and difficult opera* 
tion to get them on board. The method of conduct- 
ing them was by passing ropes through their nostrils 
and round their horns; but, having been once en- 
raged at the sight of our men, they became so fu-j 
rious, that they sometimes broke the trees to which thej^ 
were often under the necessity of being tied ; aometimei 
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they tore asonder the cartilage of the nostril through' 
which the ropes ran, and got loose. On these occasions, 
all Uie exertions of the men to recover them would 
have been ineffectual, without the assistance of some 
young boys, whom these animals would permit to ap- 
proacn them, and by those little managements their rage 
was soon appeased. A circumstance respecting these 
animals, which was thought no less singular than their 
gentleness toward, and, as it should seeraj affection for, 
little children, was, that they had hot been twenty-four 
hours on board, before they became the tamest of all 
creatures. Captain King kept two of them, a male and 
a female, for a considerable time, which became great 
favourites with the sailors ; and thinking that a breed of 
animals of such strength and size, some of them weigh- 
ing, when dtesaed, seven hundred pounds, would be a 
valuable acquisition, intended to have brought them 
with him to England, but his intention was frustrated by 
an incurable hurt which one of them received at sea. 

Our navigators remained here till the 28th of January, 
when they unmoored and proceeded on their home- 
ward voyage, passing through the Straits of Banca, and 
of Sunda, without any occurrence worthy of particular 
remark. They saw two or three Dutch ships in the 
Straits of Sunda. They watered at Prince's Island at 
the entrance of the Straits, and got a supply of fowls 
and turtle there. 

From the time of their entering the Straits of Banca, 
they began to experience the powerful effects of the 
pestilential climate, and malignant putrid fevers, with 
obstinate coughs and dysenteries, prevailed amongst 
the crews, happily, however, without one fatal termina- 
tion. 

On the 18th of February they left the Straits of 
Sunda ; in the night between the 25th and 26th they 
experienced a most violent stonn, during which almost 
eveiy sail they had bent was split to rags, and the next 
day they wereoblised to bend their last suit of sails, 
and to knot and spuce the rigging, their cordage being 
all expended. 

On the 7th of April, they saw the land of AfHca, and 
on the 9th, they ftW in with an English East India 

10 
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packet, tliat had left Table Bay three days before. On 
the eveniog of the 12th, they dropped anchor in False 
BaY, and the next mornin|f stood into Simon's Bay. 

&nDg completed their victaalling, and furnished 
themselves with the necessary supply of naval stores, 
our navigatoiB sailed out of the bay on the 9th of May. 
On the 12th of June, they passed the equator for the 
fourth time during the voyage. On the 12th of Au- 
gust they made the western coast of Ireland, and, after 
a fruitless attempt to put into Port Galway, they were 
oblieed, by strong southerly winds, to steer to the 
noruiward; and, on the 26th of August, both ships 
came to an anchor at Stromness in the Orkneys, 
whence Captain King was dispatched by Captain Gore, 
to acquaint the Board of Admiralty of their arrival. On 
the first of October, the ships arrived safe at the Nore, 
after an absence of four years, two months, and twenty- 
two days. 



THE MORAL, 

ANODSi 

BY MISS HELEN MARIA WILLIAMS. 



Fair Otaheite, fondly bless'd 
By him, who long was doom'd to bnve 
Tlie fury of the polar wave, 
That fiercely-mounts the frozen rock 
Where the harsh sea-bird rears her nest, 
And learns the raging surge to mock-^ 
There, Night, that loves eternal storm. 
Deep and lengthen*d darkness throws, 
And untried Dangers doubtful form 
Its half«een horror shows! 
While Nature, with a look so wild. 
Leans on the cliffs in chaos piFd; 
That here, the aw*d, astonish'd mind 
Foigets, in that o'erwhelming hour, 
When her rude hands the storms nnfaiBd, 
In all the madness of her power; 
That she who aprehdb the savage gIooill» 
That «^ can dress in melting grace, 
In sportive summer's lavish bloom, 
The awful terrors of her face; 
And wear the sweet perennial smite 
That charms in Otaheite's isle. 

Yet, amid her fragrant bowen, 
Where Spring, whose dew;^ fuMun ftnir 
O'er other landii some fleeting flowen^ 
Lives, in blossoms ever new ; 
219 
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Whence arose that shriek of pain ? 
Whence the tear that flows in vain 7 — 
Death ! thy unrelentins hand 
Tears some transient human band- 
Eternity ! rich plant, that blows 
Beneath a brignter, happier sky, 
Time is a fading branch, that grows 
On thy pure stem, and blooms to die. 

What art thou, Death ? — ^terrific shade, 
In unpierc*d gloom array*d ! 
Oft will daring Fancy stray 
Far in the central wastes, where N^ht 
Divides no cheering hour with Day, 
And unnam'd horrors meet her sight ; 
There thy form she dimly sees. 
And round the shape unfinish'd dirows 
All her frantic vision shows. 
When numbing fears her spirit freeze- 
But can mortal voice declare 
If Fancy paints thee as thoq art? 
Thy aspect may a terror wear 
Her pencil never shall impart; 
The eye that once on thee shall gaze* 
No more its stiffened orb can raise; 
The lips that could thy power reveal 
Shall lasting silence instant seal— 
In vain the icy hand we fold. 
In vain the breast with tears we steep, 
The heart, that shar'd each pang, is cold, 
The vacant eye no more can weep. 

Yet from the shore where Ganges rolli 
iTis wave beneath the torrid ray, 
To Earth*s chill verge, where o'er the polei 
Vail the last beams of linff'ring day, 
For ever sacred are the dead 1 
Sweet Fancy comes in Sorrow's aid. 
And bids the mourner lightlv tread 
Where th* insensate clay is laid : 
Bids partial eloom the sod invest 
By the raould'ring relics press'd { j 



Then lavish strews, with sad delight, 
Whate*er her consecrating power 
Reveres of herb, or fruit, or dower. 
And fondly weaves the various rite. ' 

See ! o*er Otaheite's plain. 
Moves the lone, funereal train ; 
Slow the pallia corse they bear, 
Ofl they breathe the solemn prayer : 
Where the Ocean bathes the land. 
Thrice, and thrice, with pious hand, 
The priest, when high the billow springi, 
From the wave unsullied, flings 
Waters pure, that, sprinkled near, 
Sanctify the hallowed bier: 
But never may one drop profane 
The relics with forbidden stain ! 
Now around the fun*ral shrine, 
Led in mystic mazes, twine 
Garlands, where the plantain weaves 
With the palm's luxuriant leaves; 
And o*er each sacred knot is spread 
The plant devoted to the dead. 

Five pale moons with trembling light 
Shall gaze upon the lengthened rite ; 
Shall see distracted Beauty tear 
The tresses of her flowing hair: 
Those shining locks, no longer dear, 
She wildly scatters o*er the bier ; 
And careless gives the frequent wound 
That bathes in precious blood the ground. 

When along the western sky, 
Day's reflected colours die. 
And Twilight rules the doubtful hoor. 
Ere slow-pac*d Night resumes her power; 
Mark the cloud that lingers still f*- 
Darkly, on the hanging hill ! 
There the disembodied mind 
Hears, upon the hollow wind, 



In unequal cadence thrown. 
Sorrow's oft-repeated moan : — 
Still some human passions sway 
The spirit late immers'd in clay ; 
Still the faithful sigh is dear, 
Still belov'd the fruitless tear ! 

Five waning moons, with wandering light. 
Have pass*d the shadowy botmd of night. 
And mingled their departing ray 
With the sofl fires of early day ; 
Let the sad rite be paid 
Grateful to the conscious shade : 
Let the priest, with pious care, 
Now the wasted relics bear 
Where the Moral's awful gloom 
Shrouds the venerable tomb ; 
Let the plantain lid its head, 
Cherish'd emblem of the dead ; 
Slow and solemn, o'er the grave, 
Let the twisted plomage wave. 
Symbol hallow'd and divine, 
Of the god who guards the shrine. — 
Hark ! — ^that shriek of strange despair 
Never shall disturb the air. 
Never, never shall it rise 
But for Nature's broken ties ! 
Bright crescent ! that with lucid smile 
Gild'st the Moral's lofly pile. 
Whose broad lines of shadow throw 
A gloomy horror far below ; 
Witness, O recording Moon ! 
All the rites are duly done ; 
Be the faithful tribute o'er. 
The hov'ring spirit asks no more ! 
Mortals, cease the pile to tread, 
lieave, to silence, leave the dead. 

But where may she who loves to stray 
Mid shadows of funereal gloom. 
And courts the sadness of the tomb. 
Where may she seek that proud Moni, 
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Whose dear memorial points the place 

Where fell the friend of human race ? 

Ye lonely Isles ! on ocean's bound 

Ye bloom'd, thro' time's long flight unknown, 

Till Cook the untrack'd billow pass'd, 

Till he along the surges cast 

Philanthropy's connecting zone. 

And spread her loveliest blessings round. 

Not like that murd'rous baud he came, 

Who stain'd with blood the new-found West ; 

Nor as, with unrelenting breast, 

From Britain's free, enlightened land. 

Her sons now seek Angola's strand ; 

Each tie most sacred to unbind. 

To load with chains a brother's frame, 

And plunge a dagger in the mind ; 

Mock the sharp anguish bleeding there 

Of Nature in her last despair \ 

Great Cook ! Ambition's lofly flame, 
So ofl directed to destroy, 
Led thee to circle with thy name, ^ 
■^ The smile of love, and hope, and joy ! 
Those fires that lend the dang'rous blaze 
The devious comet trails afar, 
. Might form the pure, benignant nyn 
>^ That gild the morning's gentle star — 
Sure, where the Hero's ashes rest, 
The nations late emerg'd from night 
*^tiil haste— with love's unwearied care : 

'hat spot in lavish flowers is dress'd,; 
. id fancy's dear inyentive rite 
Sull paid with fond observance there ! 

Ah no !-*-around his fatal graven 
No lavish flowers were ever strew'd. 
No votive gifts were ever laid-^ 
His blood a savage shore bedew'd ! 
His mangled limbs, one hasty prayer, 
One pious tear by friendship padd. 
Were oait npon the raging wave ! 
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Deep in the wild abym he lies. 

Far from the cherished scene of home; 

Far, far from Her whose faithful sighs 

A husband's trackless course pursue ; J 

Whose tender fancy loves to roam 

With him o*er^and and oceans new : 

And gilds with Hope's deluding form 

The gloomy path-way of the stonn. 

Yet, Cook ! immortal wreaths are thine l*^ 
While Albion's grateful toil shall raise 
The marbled tomb, the trophied bust, 
For ages faithful to its trust ; 
While, eager to record thy praise, 
She bids the Muse of History twine 
The chaplet of undying fame, 
And tell each polish'd land thy worth : 
The ruder natives of the earth 
Shall oft repeat thy honoured name ; 
While infants catch the frequent sound. 
And learn to lisp the oral tale ; 
Whose fond remembrance shall preyail 
Till Time has reached bis destin d btraad. 
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